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Announcements 

 
Thank you to all families for your continued cooperation with keeping the DANI 
Centres as safe as possible by following our COVID-19 protocols. It remains 
critical for everyone to be in touch with us and keep your family members 
home if anyone in your household is experiencing any symptoms, and to report 
any potential exposures involving participants or anyone in your household, 
as well international travel or travelers entering your household. 
 
Please note that DANI will also be closed on Friday, December 24 and Friday, 
December 31 due to the statutory holidays falling on the weekends this year. 
 
Reminder to all families to please ensure participants are dressed appropriately 
for the weather! With so many of our programs taking place in the community, 
it is essential for everyone to come prepared in order for us all to participate as 
fully and safely as possible.   
 
Our DANI Days newsletter is now resuming our regular biweekly schedule! As 
always, everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles, or ideas for the 
newsletter. Contributions can be sent in at any time to Rachel Albert at 
newsletter@dani-toronto.com, including photos of any DANI activities that are 
taking place on Zoom! 

DANI Days 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

DANI WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE A 
HAPPY CHANUKAH! 

DANI 
501 Clark Avenue West 
Thornhill, ON, L4J 4E5 
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Quote of the Week 
 

Each day at DANI gives us all a chance to learn from each other! Our new Quote of the Week column will highlight 
some of our most memorable quotes: 
 
“Everyone needs to learn to have patience in this world” – Michael W., during Creative Writing class 

To find out more about our Chanukah celebrations so far, see 
page 4 and pages 8-16 

To find out more about our Chanukah party with Anat Kriger, see 
page 3  
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WITHinspiration Cards 

Last May, our DANI artists had a great time taking part in 
the WITHinpiration photography contest hosted by 
People Minded Business.  

We were very excited to learn that photos taken by Terri, 
Rita and Miri were chosen to be part of the deck of cards 
featuring photography from artists with disabilities.  

This deck of cards is now available for sale! Please visit 
their website here: WITHinspiration Card Deck | People 
Minded Business WITH Inspiration Cards (square.site) to 
order a deck and see our photos alongside of those of 
many other talented photographers. We are looking 
forward to participating again next time! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 
DANI’s Art Show in Niv Magazine! 

Last year’s Art Week was one of the highlights of our 
year! Last month, we were excited to learn that our 
Beatles-themed Art Week was featured by Niv Magazine, 
an independent online magazine that focuses on Jewish 
culture and creative work.  

The article, which can be found by clicking here highlights 
DANI’s Art program and our Art Week, as well as offering 
a chance for readers to get to know just a few of our DANI 
artists and what they like best about doing art.  

Special thanks to Albina for giving an interview to this 
magazine and speaking with them about our art program. 
We are already looking forward to a brand-new Art Show 
this year! Stay tuned for details, and for some behind-
the-scenes looks at our works in progress. 

DANI’s 3rd Annual Resilience: An 
Evening for Women by Women! 

On Monday, December 13, DANI will be holding our 
third annual Resilience: An Evening for Women by 
Women event! This year, we are excited to be able to 
hold our evening in-person again, at our Clark Campus 
(501 Clark Ave West, Thornhill) from 7:30 – 9:00 pm, 
as well as on Zoom.  

This year, our emcee will by Molly Morris, and our 
evening will feature three speakers: Myra Giberovitch, 
Daniella English, and Gabrielle Kaplan-Mayer.  

If you are interested in this event, please register by 
December 8 at www.dani-toronto.com/resilience The 
cost for this event will be $36 per person, with a full 
donation receipt. Please note that proof of 
vaccination and masks are required for anyone 
attending in person. 

For more information, please contact Susie at 647-889-
7164 or ssokol@dani-toronto.com  

  

 

The WITHinspiration card deck is now available, featuring photos from 
three DANI participants 

Get to know some of our DANI artists in Niv Magazine's article 
about our Art Week! 
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DANI’s Chanukah Treats 

It is not too late to order your delicious Chanukah treats 
from DANI! Our latkes and sufganiot are still available 
to order, as well as other beautiful gift arrangements. 

Special gift platters are available for $36, which include 
6 assorted sufganiot, 4 large decorated Chanukah 
cookies on a platter, all wrapped in cellophane with a 
decorative bow and a personalized card.  

DANI is also offering sufganiot for $36/dozen or $18 for 
6 pieces. Flavours available are chocolate, raspberry 
jam, lemon, or vanilla custard. We are also offering 
potato latkes for $22/dozen or zucchini latkes for 
$24/dozen. 

With 5 more days of Chanukah to celebrate, it is the 
perfect chance to place an order and get some delicious 
treats to share with friends and family. Please contact 
Anita at 905-889-3264 ext. 227 or amiller@dani-
toronto.com to place your order. Curbside pickup and 
delivery are available.  

Chanukah Table at Viva Thornhill 
Woods 

Last week, DANI was excited to visit Viva Thornhill 
Woods Retirement Community to sell our Chanukah 
packages, latkes and sufganiot, tote bags and cards! 

We were very excited for this opportunity, especially 
since our Pop-Up Lunch program has been on hiatus 
due to the pandemic. We would like to thank Viva 
Thornhill Woods for inviting us into your community to 
share our treats and gift options. 

Special thanks to Miri and Shoshanna for being our 
salespeople for this event. We are looking forward to 
more opportunities to get back out in the community 
in the future, and show off all the amazing treats and 
gifts that DANI offers.  

Miri and Shoshanna sell Chanukah packages among other gifts at 
Viva Thornhill Woods Retirement Community 

Chanukah Party with Anat Kriger! 

On Thursday, November 18 our Clark Campus was 
very excited to welcome back Anat Kriger for her first 
in-person visit since the start of the pandemic! 

Anat joined us for a fun Chanukah party, where we all 
had the chance to sing and dance along to many of 
our favourite Chanukah songs and even learned some 
new ones! 

We were very excited to see Anat in-person again, and 
also loved talking to her about our upcoming play this 
year. We are already looking forward to seeing Anat 
again for more holiday celebrations! 

Our Chanukah party with Anat Kriger! 
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DANI Celebrates Chanukah 

Over the past couple of weeks, both of our campuses kicked 
off our Chanukah celebrations with a variety of fun 
activities! 

Our Magnetic Campus created a large menorah outlined in 
tape on the wall, which was filled in over time with a variety 
of Chanukah-themed crafts and decorations. We made 
paper chains, coloured in Chanukah pictures, and made our 
own paper candle flames and dreidels! Our group also had 
a great time dancing to Chanukah music  

At our Clark Campus, our Parsha class had a great time 
discussing the story Chanukah and the traditions associated 
with it, as well as enjoying some Chanukah music. Our 
Judaica Art class also enjoyed working on some crafts and 
playing a Chanukah matching game to familiarize ourselves 
with different symbols and items from this holiday. We also 
had a great “Drama-kah” class with Elisa, where we played 
a variety of Chanukah-themed Drama games! Celebrating Chanukah at our Magnetic and Clark Campuses! See pages 

8-13 for more about our Chanukah activities! 

DANI Characters 

In addition to our annual play, our DANI Characters 
program gives some of us an extra opportunity to hone 
our acting skills and take part in more performances! 

This year, our DANI Characters group is excited to be 
working on a new project – The Gingerbread Man! Our 
group has already begun rehearsing for this 
performance, which will are currently targeting to take 
place in February. 

In addition to rehearsals, our group also enjoys a 
variety of Drama activities to develop our speaking 
skills, including trying out different accents, as well as 
movement and teamwork. We are looking forward to 
everyone seeing The Gingerbread Man. Stay tuned for 
further details! 

Playing a Human Puppet game to practice our teamwork in DANI 
Characters! 

Our Final Maze Project 
by Sydney 

A huge thank you to our placement student Sydney for 
running this fun new program for us all!  

The final maze project implemented skills we learned 
throughout the Mazes program, such as decision-making, 
problem-solving, etc. This maze took many hours to make, 
and it is wheelchair and walker-accessible. For this maze to 
be completed, participants used their skills to navigate it.  

As they get more familiar with the maze, then more 
elements can be added to walk through. For example, they 
might need to walk through it while acting like an animal, or 
stations can be added to stop and do another activity before 
moving on. This final project was implemented at both the 
Clark and Magnetic Campus, giving everyone a chance to 
give it a try. 

 

Thank you, Sydney, for this cool final project! 
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Yoga  
by Heally 

Heally is one of our placement students at the Clark 
Campus, who recently had the chance to share her 
interest in yoga with us all by facilitating a class for 
our Music & Motion group. Thank you Heally for 
sharing this with us about your class: 

I have always been passionate about movement, 
and I have been a dance teacher for 6 years, so I 
decided to bring this love and joy to DANI by 
facilitating a yoga class.  

I started the class with teaching introductory yoga 
poses. Once I went over all the yoga poses, I wanted 
to create a fun, engaging, and interactive activity 
that could be incorporated to the yoga poses. The 
activity included participants coming up to the smart 
board one by one, to flip a card on the screen. Each 
card had a different yoga pose on it. The card that 
the participant chose, was the yoga pose they 
performed.  

The purpose of doing yoga was for participants to be 
mindful and present in the moment, while 
participating in an enjoyable activity. It also provided 
an opportunity for relaxation and creative 
expression. It was a great success, and it was such a 
fun experience to be able to teach yoga to the DANI 
participants. 

Heally demonstrates some yoga for our Music & Motion class 

Work Placement Updates: The York 
Region Food Bank 

DANI is always excited to partner with new organizations and 
utilize skills that we have learned in other settings to help 
out! Our vocational and volunteer placements help us all 
develop our skills while contributing to the community.  

This year, both our Clark and Magnetic Campuses have 
started a new work placement at the York Region Food Bank! 
This new placement gives us the chance to build on skills we 
have learned through our previous placements at Tomchei 
Shabbos and Chasdei Kaduri, which are unfortunately on 
hold due to the pandemic.  

This year, we have taken those skills to a brand-new setting! 
Each week, several groups of participants visit the York 
Region Food Bank to help pack the food into boxes, which 
can then be delivered to people in our community. Our 
groups work together to locate items that were donated and 
fill the boxes with a variety of foods. 

We would like to say a big thank you to the York Region Food 
Bank for partnering with us this year and giving us the chance 
to help with this much-needed task. It is a great way for us all 
to give back to our community while continuing to build our 
independence and vocational skills!  

Enjoying our new work placement at the York Region Food Bank 
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My Story: Jordan F. 

Our My Story program offers opportunities for each 
participant to share their story in the format that they 
choose. Here is a transcript of Jordan F.’s digital story. 
We hope to be able to share the digital version with 
you soon! 

Hi, my name is Jordan! I like to hang out with people. I 
love being able to talk about stuff with friends new and 
old. Some of the questions I ask include, when is your 
birthday? What year were you born? Do you have any 
brothers or sisters? What music do you like? What 
movies do you like? What celebrities do you like? What 
animals do you like? I use these questions to get to 
know a person!  
 
I am a good friend because I am kind, friendly, and 
respectful. I show my friends I care by helping them. I 
do a lot of fun stuff! I go to DANI, I listen to music, I 
watch tv and movies, I go on Youtube on my computer. 
Currently I am passionate about opera singers! I listen 
to a lot of opera music at home. My other favourite 
musical groups include the Backstreet Boys, NSYNC, 
and One Direction. I love how their music sounds. I 
always enjoy the beginning of the songs, because the 
beginning always gets me hooked. I like the sound of 
the synthesizer and “boom chookoo choo” and 
rapping. I know a lot about lyrics, the groups and their 
members, the different songs, and the albums.  
 
I am one smart cookie! I am smart, wise, and 
intelligent! I love myself and I like my friends very 
much. Thanks for listening, I hope to get to know you 
too! So long! 

 

Jordan F. working on his digital story! 

Fun Facts: Pandas are Not 
Endangered! 

by Dori 

Dori is very knowledgeable about animals, and often likes 
to talk about where different animals live or what they eat. 
Thank you, Dori, for sharing this update with us about 
pandas.  
 
Pandas in China like to eat bamboo. Recently Pandas are 
no longer “endangered”, but “vulnerable”. Endangered 
means, there are not many pandas left, and their homes 
(forests) are being cut down.  
 
On January 3, there were 633 pandas in captivity. Captive 
breeding makes more baby pandas! Which means more 
pandas! Right now there are about 2,060 pandas. 
 
Because pandas are still vulnerable, we need more baby 
pandas and help them live longer. People need to take 
care of them and their homes.  

 
 
 
 

Image credit: Mohd Rasfan/AFP/Getty Images 
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Staff Spotlight: Tammy 

Our Staff Spotlight gives participants a chance to develop 
their functional literacy skills and social skills, including how 
to form proper questions to interview someone. Please check 
out our Facebook page here to watch a live version of this 
interview! 

What do you cook at home? 
I love to make grilled cheese! 
 
What do you do in your spare time? 
In my spare time I take the dogs for long walks and hikes 
exploring nature.  
 
How do you take care of your pets? 
I take care of my dogs by feeding them, playing with them/giving 
exercise and making sure they get lots of hugs and love. My 
other pet is a cat and I make sure she gets all the same things as 
my dogs.  
 
How do you take care of your plants? 
I don't have plants because the dogs and cat will eat them.  
 
What is your biggest professional accomplishment? 
My biggest accomplishment is coming to DANI and feeling like I 
found work that challenges me but also a second home.  
 
Do you like tuna sandwiches? 
Yes, I love tuna sandwiches! 

 

Leiba’s Creative Writing Corner 

This previously unseen story that Leiba wrote last 
year seemed like a great one to share around 
Chanukah, since hash browns are so similar to 
latkes!  

Hashbrowns are mashed potatoes. Atara eats 
hashbrowns. She eats them in the kitchen. Then 
she goes to sleep. When she wakes up, she 
brushes her teeth. For breakfast she has French 
fries. We eat hashbrowns in the morning. We eat 
hashbrowns with ketchup. I like to dip them in 
ketchup. I like hashbrowns. They are tasty. 

Rita prepares to interview Tammy 

Leiba likes to eat hashbrowns! 

Artist of the Week: Charles 

Our Art program seeks to provide our artists with 
an integrated experience that combines multiple 
mediums, including visual arts, music and more! 

This week, our artist of the week is Charles, who 
especially enjoys the music that forms that basis for 
most of our projects. Charles works with his group 
each week to complete their art project to show off 
in our annual Art Show, and he loves to have music 
in the background while they work for some extra 
inspiration!   Charles works on a recent art project 
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What We’re Working On (Clark 
Campus) 

Our Community Skills group has begun to learn about 
community helpers and what to do if they need help while 
out in the community.  

Our Book Study group had fun with a brand-new vocabulary 
building activity, where we learned how to use context cues 
to help us figure out what unfamiliar words might mean. 

Our Expressing Emotions group has been learning about the 
Zones of Regulation and practiced matching different 
emotions to each zone. We also enjoyed a great lesson 
about anger management strategies with our student 
Heally! 

Our Life Skills group has moved on to a new skill – learning 
to independently set the table, with cutlery, napkins, plates 
and cups.   

Our Drama class was very excited to learn what our roles 
will be for The Little Mermaid and began practicing some of 
our lines! We also enjoyed some fun Drama Games with 
Elisa to practice acting out different sea creatures.  

Our Social Media class has been learning the basics of how 
to use a search engine to find websites, and also discussed 
some of the ways we all use the internet.  

What We’re Working On (Magnetic 
Campus) 

Like our Clark Campus, our Drama class at the 
Magnetic Campus was also very excited to find out our 
roles for The Little Mermaid and begin our rehearsals 
and learning to act out different animals. 

Our Kindness & Empathy program with our student 
Emily has been learning about positive affirmations 
and had the chance to practice sharing some of our 
own. 

Our Art class enjoyed working on a new art project 
inspired by the opera Rusalka. We had a great time 
working with polymer and terra cotta clay and learning 
how to shape it. 

Our Music and Movement class had a great time 
getting active with a fun dance party! We loved the 
chance for us all to get up and moving and share some 
of our favourite songs. 

Our Experiential Learning class has been learning how 
to wash dishes in the kitchen, which was a new 
experience for many of us and a great way to build our 
independence and a potential vocational skill! 

Our Creative Writing class has been learning about 
Dungeons and Dragons as a form of storytelling and we 
had a great time designing our own characters online.  

Lots to learn at the Clark Campus! 

Having a great time at our Magnetic Campus! 
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The Holidays 
by Jesse G. 

 
I am looking forward to the Jewish holidays because I love 
the food that mom makes. I play games.  
 
We talk about foods. We talk about lighting candles and 
dreidels, and getting together with family.  
 

Jesse G. does a Chanukah candles craft 

Chanukah 
by Rochi 

 
When I was younger, I used to go to my 
father’s house for Chanukah, and I also used to 
have parties for Chanukah at my father’s 
house. I might not be able to go this year 
because of COVID, and I didn’t get to go for a 
few years because of it. I really want to have 
Chanukah food on this Chanukah coming up 
and I also really want to go to Chanukah parties 
at my father’s house again.  
 
I also remember that when I was younger, I 
went to my cousin's house for Chanukah. I also 
remember that I went to another cousin’s 
house on Chanukah, and my cousin’s husband 
lit the candles. I remember one Chanukah my 
grandmother was at my father’s house for 
Chanukah. My father bought me and my peers 
some jelly doughnuts and some latkes from a 
bakery called Hermes.  
 
I also remember that on Chanukah,I went to a 
program to make some Chanukah treats and I 
also remember that when I was younger, I 
went to a party with my cousins and other 
family members and I enjoyed the parties with 
them. I also remember that my mother used to 
wrap presents up and also give presents to my 
cousins and my family. 
 
We have jelly doughnuts at lunch at DANI for 
Chanukah. Sometimes, we get latkes for lunch. 
We do Chanukah trivia. We saw Anat last 
week. She helped us sing and dance. I sang 
with her. I’m looking forward to having latkes. 
Last year, I remember we lit the menorah. I 
want to do that again. We sing Ma O'Tzur. We 
sing the prayers too. My favourite part of 
Chanukah is the food. I love jelly doughnuts! 
 

Rochi sings a Chanukah song at our party with Anat Kriger 
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Chanukah 
by Marty 

 
For Chanukah, some people have a light-up menorah, 
which I need so my cat doesn’t break it because he broke 
my neighbour friend’s menorah. At home, my mom lights 
the menorah with candles with a lighter or matches. I eat 
latkes with sour cream. Sometimes, I eat chocolate 
doughnuts, and sometimes I eat chicken. 
 
Sometimes, I get presents. This year, one of my presents 
was to go to Ottawa to see family. I like dreidels and 
singing Chanukah songs. Chanukah is fun. I like Chanukah. 
I always eat greasy food. I celebrate my holidays with my 
mom and my dad.  
 

Chanukah 
by Lauren 

 
I celebrate Chanukah with my family. My mom, dad, 
brothers, my sister-in-law, and my nephew come 
together at my house and we eat latkes.  
 
Everyone gets presents and we eat sufganiyot! My 
favourite sufganiyot flavour is strawberry. I am 
looking forward to coming to DANI this December 
as we get closer to Chanukah.  
 

Chanukah 
by Jesse S. 

 
This article was written a few weeks prior to the start 
of Chanukah. 
 
Chanukah is a few days away. It is in 2 weeks. In this 
holiday I eat potato latkes. My mom makes the latkes. On 
this holiday I see snow outside because it is wintertime. I 
like to eat sufganiot. It is a jelly doughnut. It is very 
yummy.  
 
I dance and spend time with my family. On Chanukah I 
light the menorah. I do this with my mom, dad, and 
brother. We dance and sing songs. I like the song ‘Oh 
Chanukah, Oh Chanukah”, and “Sevivon.” I like to spin the 
dreidel. The dreidel is round and shiny. I like to eat 
chocolate gelt. It is yummy. It is gold and shining.  
 
On Chanukah I get presents from my family. My mom and 
dad buy me one, and my brother Adam. For my Chanukah 
present this year, I wish to get Barney puzzles, a Sharon 
Lois and Bram CD, and an elephant toy. I am excited for 
Chanukah and to sing and dance with my family and 
friends.  
 

Marty making a dreidel decoration for Chanukah 

Lauren with her paper candle flame 

A photo from Chanukah 2020 that Jesse S. and his family shared 
with us last year. Jesse S. is looking forward to celebrating 

Chanukah again! 
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Marty doing art at DANI Magnetic 

Chanukah 
by Talya 

 
I celebrate Chanukah with my mom, my sister, and my 
dog. I have latkes and sufganiyot, which are jelly 
doughnuts! I spin the dreidel too. Chanukah is a holiday 
I look forward to. I look forward to this holiday because 
I get to spend time with my sister. I go to sleep at the 
end of the night really full and happy. 
 
At Chanukah, I like to make latkes, sufganiyot, and place 
candles on the menorah. I like so spin a dreidel and 
listen to Chanukah songs. I light Chanukah candles for 8 
days straight. I use the shamash candle to light every 
single candle on the menorah.  
 
We played the Chanukah memory game. On the cards 
in the game, all the pictures were about Chanukah. I 
coloured a menorah with colour by numbers art. We 
made paper chains to decorate the wall. We pretended 
to make latkes with a sequence craft. Lisa plays us a lot 
of Chanukah music. I am looking forward to Chanukah.  
 

Talya works on her candle flame craft 

Chanukah 
by Guitti 

This Sunday, November 28 there is a holiday called 
Chanukah. Every night, we light one candle plus the 
shamash because the shamash helps light the other 
candles. It is just to help light the others.  

We eat latkes and jelly doughnuts because we eat food 
with oil because of the miracle. The oil was supposed to 
last for one day, but Hashem made a miracle. The miracle 
lasted for eight nights and days. 

Last Thursday morning, we had a special guest Anat who 
came to DANI for a Chanukah party. We danced to 
Chanukah music. Anat played Little Mermaid songs too. I 
danced with Eric, Andrew, Rafi, Rebecca and Rochi. She 
played lots of Frozen songs. It was so nice to see her 
again! 

Guitti enjoyed our Chanukah party with Anat! 

Chanukah 
By Aliza 

 
I go for a walk with mommy. I ate latkes. I help 
mommy make latkes. I decorate the house with 
Chanukah. I decorate with a menorah. I decorate 
with dreidels. On Chanukah we eat with Mommy, 
Earl, Evie and Reena. I eat cookies with mommy. I 
baked cookies with mom. I drink water. I did art with 
mom. I build puzzles. I eat dreidels cookies. I ate star 
cookies. I ate Chanukah cookies. I played matching 
games with Talya and Lauren. I played Lego. I did 
colouring. I ate latkes. I go shopping. 
 

Aliza building a Chanukah menorah out of Lego 
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Chanukah  
by Eric 

 
Anat came to the Chanukah party. She wants to join us. 
She came into DANI for the first time in a very long time. 
Before we saw her on the computer. She was singing a 
song. We sang with her Chanukah songs. We wear hats to 
celebrate. I wore a yellow hat. Anat came because she 
wants to sing with us for Chanukah. I really like when she 
came to see us. She played the Jonas Brothers because 
she cared about me. I got up and clapped and danced.  
 
We had a Chanukah party because it’s fun and Chanukah 
is happening next week. On Chanukah I like hanging out 
with my workers at DANI and family and friends. I am 
excited for playing my dreidel. I’m excited to light my 
menorah and say the prayers. I’m excited to eat 
Chanukah donuts. My favourite flavour is plain. Potato 
latkes are good too. I like having potato latkes. I like 
putting plum sauce on them. I like ketchup too. Ketchup 
also works.  
 
I am getting a Judy and David CD. I got the Wiggles CD Just 
Dance for Chanukah. And I’m going to light the menorah. 
We light the menorah at DANI. Maybe Mo or Izzy will light 
it. I like to help. I sing the prayers and Izzy holds the 
candle. I really like Chanukah and I like how Chanukah 
looks like. It’s like a festival of lights. I am ready for 
Chanukah. 
 

Eric had a great time dancing at our Chanukah party with Anat 

Chanukah 
by Rita 

 
I would like to talk about Chanukah. Chanukah is a 
Jewish holiday with latkes and jelly doughnuts. On 
Chanukah, we light the candles. I saw the Chanukah 
menorah in the morning. I am excited for the 
holidays to come up. Chanukah is on November 28.  
 
The Jewish holidays are coming up! Chanukah is a 
holiday with lots of food. I am celebrating Chanukah 
with my mom, my sister Rachel and her husband. On 
Chanukah, we will light the menorah. I am looking 
forward to Chanukah. I saw a nice picture of Talya 
with the Chanukah menorah. Let’s enjoy Chanukah, 
it’s the holiday season! 
 
At DANI, my friends and I coloured pictures. We 
talked about latkes. We did Chanukah paper chains 
and all kinds of Chanukah activities. I liked to colour 
the pictures. We played games on Chanukah 
activities. We are getting ready to celebrate 
Chanukah with everybody. Chanukah is a Jewish 
holiday with latkes and jelly doughnuts.  

Rita plays a Chanukah game with Jesse G. and Laurence 
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Chanukah 
By Rafi 

 
Anat sings “la la la.” She sings Chanukah songs. She also 
sang Under the Sea. I wore a hat! I wore the yellow hat. I 
danced with her. I sang with her too! I sang Chanukah songs. 
I sang the dreidel song.  
 
On Chanukah, we light the candles. We eat latkes with 
applesauce. I also mashed potatoes. I like to eat doughnuts 
for Chanukah. I like chocolate doughnuts. I walk to the 
bakery with Rachel. I buy a chocolate cupcake with 
sprinkles. They have doughnuts too. I want to buy a 
chocolate doughnut one time! I like Chanukah!  
 

Rafi loved our Chanukah party with Anat 

Chanukah 
by Daniel P. 

 
I celebrate Chanukah. I celebrate Chanukah with 
my mom, dad, and brother. For lunch on 
Chanukah, I eat chicken, rice, and lots of snacks.  
 
I like meatballs and salad. My mom makes the 
meatballs. I play Monopoly on Chanukah. I have a 
menorah at home. My dad lights the menorah. I 
say the blessings.  
 

Daniel P. working on a Chanukah craft at DANI 

Chanukah 
by Alex 

 
I celebrate Chanukah. I made a menorah. I made a dreidel. I 
ate potato latkes. I ate jelly doughnuts. I ate sufganiot. 
Chanukah begins on Sunday, November 28. Chanukah ends 
on Monday, December 6. I made a menorah candle. I spun 
a dreidel. I ate chocolate coins. There are eight candles for 
Chanukah. The candles are burning.  

 
Mom and dad are eating supper at home. They are eating 
potato latkes. They eat turkey. I ate chicken. They eat 
chocolate coins. I sing Oh  Chanukah. I ate potato latkes.  I 
put them in the oven. I eat sour cream on the latkes. I ate 
jelly doughnuts with mom and dad. I want to eat sufganiot 
at DANI. Anat and Orly make sufganiot. They are chefs. 
 
I put the 8 candles in the menorah. I spin the dreidel. I ate 
chocolate doughnuts. I ate lemon doughnuts. Daddy lights 
the candles. Daddy is praying with the siddur. Mom and dad 
are cooking potato latkes in the kitchen. I put potato latkes 
on the table. I put the applesauce on the potato.   
 
I spin the dreidel with daddy. It was nun. It was gimel. It was 
hay. It was shin. I put the 8 candles in the menorah on the 
table. I put the dreidel on the table.   
 

Alex enjoying sufganiot at DANI last year. He is hoping to 
have them again this year too! 
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Chanukah 
by Josh 

 
On Chanukah, my parents make food. We eat 
bagels, cream cheese and lox. My favourite bagel is 
poppy seeds. I celebrate Chanukah at home. I like to 
eat doughnuts. My favourite flavour is custard. We 
have two menorahs at home. I help light both of 
them. Chanukah is fun because I get to be with my 
friends and family. At DANI, we listen to Chanukah 
music, play games, and eat treats. Chanukah is 8 
days. It’s my favourite holiday!  
 
I have a big menorah in my house, and we eat latkes, 
and after my dad gives me money. I eat chocolate 
sufganiot. After we eat, we listen to music. We hear 
Chanukah songs like Oh Chanukah, Oh Chanukah. 
 
At DANI, we made a menorah. We made paper 
chains. We coloured pictures. We glued the 
instructions on how to make latkes. I coloured the 
pictures with blue and brown pencil crayons. We are 
going to put flames on the candles to celebrate the 
8 days of Chanukah. The big candle is called the 
Shamash and it lights the other candles. I am excited 
for Chanukah this year.  
 

Josh playing a Chanukah game at DANI 

Chanukah 
by Noah 

 
I went to My Zaidy’s Bakery. I go in the bakery with my mask 
on. Ryan walks with me there. I also walk with Sammy, Rafi, 
Daniel, Rachel and Hunter. We go into the bakery one at a 
time. I buy the Chanukah cookies when I go there. Sometimes 
we go there with DJ. I pay the cashier. I buy a lot of things at 
the bakery. I buy challah bread. I like walking to the bakery. 
I’m the leader of the group. I’m going to the bakery again! I’m 
going to buy the Chanukah cookie today. I like the cookie that 
is shaped like a dreidel. 
 
Anat came to visit us at DANI last Thursday. I was wearing a 
yellow hat. I love wearing the hat! Anat played some 
Chanukah songs for us. I had a great time with Anat. We all 
did some dancing with her. We did our facial exercises and 
vocal warmups. We heard Oh Chanukah, Oh Chanukah when 
Anat came! 
 
Elisa played the Treasure Chest game with us. We pulled 
Chanukah stuff out. I pulled out something I want for 
Chanukah. It was a menorah! We also made Chanukah 
commercials. We sold doughnuts that looked like dreidels. 
They were chocolate and vanilla. We sang a Mary Poppins 
song, but we changed it to be about doughnuts. We did some 
dancing with Elisa. We played Ask the Expert. I was the expert 
on making Chanukah face shields for dogs. That was my 
favourite game because I like to be the expert.  
 

Noah had a great time singing Chanukah songs with Anat! 
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Chanukah 
by Shoshanna 

 
Today, I will be talking about Chanukah. I enjoy the 
holiday because I get to spend time with my family 
and go on vacation. I sometimes like lighting the 
candles and seeing the candles shine bright. I also 
like Chanukah because it brings a miracle of hope. It 
also reminds everyone to always have a positive 
attitude, to learn more about the story of Chanukah, 
and the joy they bring to people. I like how 
sometimes I’ll get gifts. 
 
I’ve coloured the menorah with different colours and 
made keychains to hang up. I learned how to make 
latkes and I had some photos where I had to put 
them in order form what I saw based on the video. 
After that, I coloured in the pictures. After, I glued on 
the pictures in the correct order. Lastly, I did “Guess 
How Many Dreidels There Are” in the container. This 
is all of the activities that I’ve done so far that were 
Chanukah related! 
 

Shoshanna working on a Chanukah candles worksheet 

Chanukah Activities 
by Efrat 

 
For Chanukah, I got a new stopwatch and light candles and 
a white and new ipad. My favourite activity is playing dreidel 
and eating chocolate gelts. I will light the first candle for 
Chanukah. I am going to have doughnuts and latkes. I am 
having hot chocolate from the store. I like eating meals and 
hanging out with my family and my family friends.  
 
I love Chanuakh because it is my favourite holiday. I played 
Chanukah Bingo. I enjoyed the game. I spend time with my 
uncle and my aunt on Chanukah. I also enjoy the fun doing 
activities on Chanukah. We did colouring papers for 
Chanukah. We also decorated the classroom!  
 
Sunday was the first day of Chanukah. I helped to light the 
first candle. I couldn’t wait! My favourite thing to do on 
Chanukah is playing dreidels. I also love chocolate gelt and 
board games with my family. My favourite thing on 
Chanukah was playing Chanukah bingo. We’re also going to 
make dreidel and menorah cookies. My mother and I are 
going to make latkes. I will get some presents for Chanukah. 
I like to spend time with my family. 
 

Chanukah 
by Ben 

 
For Chanukah, I coloured in a Chanukiah. I used all the colours. I like to hang out on Chanukah. I like to 
eat chocolate. I play games on Chanukah. I played dreidel. I like lighting the Chanukiah on Chanukah and 
sing songs. Chanukah is 8 days and 8 nights. The first night is Sunday. People celebrate Chanukah 
everywhere. I am excited for Chanukah. 

Efrat making paper chains for Chanukah decorations 
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Chanukah 
by Jonah 

 
During the holiday named Chanukah, I like to light 
up eight candles on the menorah and sing songs all 
about the blessings. My all-time favourite food 
items on Chanukah are the latkes, jelly doughnuts, 
and chocolate coins. We celebrate Chanukah to 
remember the victory of the Maccabim. 
 
On Chanukah, I like to light the candles. I also like 
to spin the dreidels. In Judaica, we coloured the 
dreidels and discussed the dreidel game. I like to 
eat chocolate coins for Chanukah,  
 

Chanukah 
by Michael 

 
For Chanukah, we did colouring for our big menorah. Today we watched a video about dreidels and how they are 
made out of clay. We also listened to fun Chanukah music. My favourite Chanukah songs are Dreidel, Dreidel and 
Oh Chanukah. At home, I light candles with Dad and I do the readings. I like to get chocolate gelt for Chanukah.  
 

Jonah works on his candle flame craft 

My Electric Guitar 

by Dori 
 
Chanukah is near my birthday. For my birthday and 
Chanukah, I will get an electric guitar. I am going to play 
really loud music with my electric guitar! It might be too loud 
for everybody! I am sure Eema will love the noise. I am using 
the money I earned at Stalco and my allowance to get my 
electric guitar. I want to get a shiny red electric guitar. It 
might be too loud to bring to DANI. 
 
I want to get an electric guitar because I have always loved 
music. I wanted to get an electric guitar for a long time. I 
want to plug the guitar in, put on the guitar strap, and go 
“diiiiinnnnnggg” and feel the music, the sound and the 
vibration! It won’t be too loud for me! I am excited for my 
birthday!  
 

Dori wants his own electric guitar for his birthday! 

 The Food Bank 
by Ryan 

 
We went to the food bank. I went with Heally, 
Noah, Jesse, Sierra and Francesco to the food 
bank. Andy drove the bus. When we got there, we 
checked our temperature and washed our hands.  
 
We worked for an hour. We put the ketchup and 
the salad dressing in the boxes. I work with Heally 
and Jesse. It was a lot of fun. I enjoyed it. We put 
corn in there after. We did it for an hour and came 
back. 
 Ryan enjoys his new placement at the York Region Food Bank 
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Parsha 
by Sammy 

 
I learn parsha with Izzy. I like doing parsha with Izzy. I want to continue doing parsha. I hope Izzy can make a copy 
of the parsha, so I can take it home. I enjoy thinking about the parsha. I like parsha because I am learning something 
important to me. I want to read more of the parsha book. I like the way Izzy teaches the class. I like to make Izzy 
makes parsha fun. I also like parsha class because Izzy is so nice. I like the way Izzy teaches because he is funny. 
 

The Little Mermaid 
by Terri 

 
On Monday, we started play practice at DANI. We had different 
people in it. We are doing The Little Mermaid. I have a big part 
in the play. Yesterday, we did a game with Elisa about sea 
animals. We acted out our emotions with the creatures. We 
came up with an emotion and we also came up with the animal. 
 
We had to come up with many different emotions for the 
game.  We had to come up with octopus, mermaids, fish, and 
jellyfish. We acted out how the animals feel. I was a sad 
octopus. I had to be a shark and chase Noah because he was 
the fish. In the play, I think I will be Ariel. I am with Neima. It is 
good to be in the play with different people and switch it up! 
We are learning to do lots of dances too.  
 

Terri acting out sea creatures with Elisa 

Outdoor Rec 

by Carolyn 

Every Wednesday afternoon, we go to different 
trails and we take the DANI vans. Last week, we 
went to Bendor & Graves trail. It’s very good 
exercise. I have been doing it for 3 years. Katie leads 
Outdoor Rec. I like looking at the different trees and 
birds sometimes. The trails go uphill and downhill 
like  treadmill. When I get back to DANI, my legs feel 
tired. Whenever I get on the trails, I take off my 
mask and put it in my pocket. I like being in Outdoor 
Rec for the fresh air. 

We’ve also been to Scout Tract. There are so many 
trails! My favourite trails are Scout and Bendor & 
Graves. They are easy trails. Before COVID hit, we 
went snowtubing. I want to do that again! I wore my 
snowpants. We also went dragonboat racing before. 
It was a long canoe. I did that years ago. I want to go 
again. I like Outdoor Rec! 

What I LIke About Winter 
by Emmanuel 

 
I like doing different activities during the winter. I like to go skating with my mom. I put up a tree in my house and 
decorate it with my mom. My brother and friends come to the house for the holidays. They sleep over and we 
watch TV.  
 
This weekend, I am going to Niagara Falls. We are taking the bus all the way there. I am going with my mom and 
my dad. We booked a hotel, and we are staying there for two days. We are going to walk around and have lunch 
there.  
 

Carolyn loves to be out in the fresh air! 
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December 
By Deborah 

 

Here comes the Winter snows 
Watch it glisten, as it blows. 

 
Deep freeze and freezing rain 

No problem, stock up on Champagne! 
 

Layers upon layers we shall all wear 
Or…just hibernate, like a Polar bear. 

 
Power outages and frozen wires 

How good are you, on starting bonfires? 
 

Ah Winter, you have just begun 
Let me know, when you are finally done!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


