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DANI Days
DANI HOPES EVERYONE ENJOYED
CELEBRATING OUR BAR MITZVAH WITH US!
Announcements
All families who are involved in our Day Program should please note that our
Winter Friday schedule will begin this Friday, November 8. Our program day
will end promptly at 2:00 pm on Fridays throughout the winter. Please mark
your calendars, and ensure the necessary arrangements are made for pickups each week.
Please note that DANI will be closed on Friday, December 6 for a PD Day.
We would like to remind everyone to please take care to dress appropriately
for the weather and ensure that you have swim gear on scheduled swim
days. With so many of our programs taking place in the community, it is
important to dress in layers, and bring hats, gloves and boots as needed.
As always, everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles, or ideas for
the newsletter. Any contributions can be sent in at any time to Rachel Albert
at newsletter@dani-toronto.com If you are sending in pictures, please make
sure to give a bit of context to help us know where best to use it!
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Good Luck, Orit!
Last week, we said goodbye and good luck to Orit, our marketing consultant who has helped us develop the DANI
brand across digital channels, who is moving on to new opportunities. Over the past four years, Orit helped to
promote DANI’s upcoming events and activities, and also kept everyone up-to-date on all the amazing things going
on at DANI on social media. We would like to say a big thank you to Orit for all of her work, and we know that we
will see you again soon. We will miss you!

To find out about our visit from Hon. Maurizio Bevilacqua, see
page 3
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To find out more about DANI’s Bar Mitzvah celebration, see pages 4 -9
Photo by Andrew Laszlo

WWW.DANI-TORONTO.COM
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/danitoronto
Instagram: @dani_toronto

Phone: 905-889-3264
Email: info@dani-toronto.com

November 6, 2019

Vol. 106

Bop to the Music
DANI is excited to once again bring back our popular Bop to
the Music dance parties! Our first Bop to the Music evening
of the year will be on Monday, November 18 from 7:30 until
9:00 pm at the DANI Centre, with music by Eric from DJ Kings!
Everyone is welcome to join us! The event will have a fee of
$10 per person, and support staff (if needed) are free. Please
join us for an amazing evening of dancing, singing, fun and
food!
RSVP is a must. Please contact Susie at ssokol@danitoronto.com or 905-889-3264 ext. 226 if interested. We hope
to see you there, and please stay tuned to upcoming
newsletters for more upcoming Bop to the Music evenings!

Clothing Donation at No Frills
With winter quickly approaching, we know many
of us will be doing a closet clean-out! DANI
would like to invite anyone who has spare
clothing or linens to donate them.
If you have any clothing or linens, new or used,
to donate, please drop them off in the DANI
donation box at No Frills on Centre Street or at
Wilson Avenue.
If you have larger amounts to donate, please
contact Ronit at 416-841-8136 to arrange free
pick-up from your home. All items that are
picked up will be sorted, donated or recycled.
It is such a great way to give back as we move
into the colder weather! Thank you for your
help!

Our Pop-Up Lunch Team
Last week, our Pop-Up team had the amazing opportunity to
be a part of DANI’s Bar Mitzvah celebration. Our crew had the
chance to circulate the room and chat with guests, while
offering delicious homemade treats prepared by our Cooking
and Made by Me programs. We would like to say a big thank
you to the Pop-Up team for their help at this event. It was a
great opportunity to practice our customer service skills and
help out at this momentous occasion!
Our Pop-Up program provides participants with the chance to
practice life and vocational skills, while providing much-loved
community connections and helping to support our programs.
We provide COR lunch options prepared by the DANI kitchen
and served at your location by a crew of our adults. To find
out
more,
visit
our
website
as
http://danitoronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
If you would like our Pop-Up crew to come to you, please
email us at popup@dani-toronto.com

Rachel S. and Dori serving treats from our Cooking & Made by Me
programs at the Bar Mitzvah. Photo by Andrew Laszlo
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Our Visit from the Mayor!
On Friday, October 18 our Day Program was
honoured to host Hon. Maurizio Bevilacqua, the
Mayor of Vaughan, who stopped by for a visit.
The adults were excited to share all that has been
happening at DANI over the last few months, and
talking about their interests and employment
opportunities.
We were also proud to show him our
greenhouse, which provides new social
enterprise opportunities!

Terri talks to Hon. Maurizio Bevilacqua about her work
placements at DANI

Thank you to Hon. Maurizio Bevilacqua for
visiting us, and for taking the time to listen to the
adults, who were so proud to share their
accomplishments with you!

Our Sunday and Evening Social
Programs Back in Session!
Now that the High Holidays are over, our Sunday and evening
social programs are back in session! Our Sunday program had
a great time visiting the Toronto Zoo to see some of the
animals before the weather gets too cold, and a group also
had a great time learning about music and songwriting.
Our Monday evening Art class has just resumed this week,
after taking the evening off last Monday for our Bar Mitzvah
celebration and are looking forward to more fun art projects!
Our Tuesday evening Music program enjoyed another visit
from Anat Kriger, who joined us for another fun and
interactive evening of singing and dancing!
Our Wednesday evening Social Group and Kef Crew had a
great time clowning around with Elisa, who brought us a fun
new activity: learning some clowning skills! Our group loves
drama and be silly, and it was a lot of fun to learn some new
ways to express ourselves!

Our Sunday & evening Social Programs are excited to be back in
action!

Thanks Again to Our Cooking &
Made by Me Programs!
We would like to give one last thank you to our
Cooking and Made by Me programs, who
worked so hard over the last month to make
delicious desserts for our Bar Mitzvah
celebrations! The treats we made were a big hit!
Thank you to Katie for leading and coordinating
both groups, and Roy, Rachel, Ilana and Nick for
all of their support! Our groups were very
excited to see their cookies being enjoyed by all
the guests and getting the chance to sample
them ourselves! Good job, everyone!
Thank you to our Cooking and Made by Me groups!
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DANI’s Bar Mitzvah Celebration!
On Monday, October 28 DANI was very excited to have everyone join us to celebrate a momentous occasion – our Bar
Mitzvah year! The DANI program was founded in 2006, and has grown tremendously since then. We have grown from
a small program of just 7 families, to now servicing over 200, and from a 2-week summer camp program to a full-time
Day Program and multiple weekly social programs.
We were thrilled to have the opportunity to share this celebration with everyone. Guests were invited to join us at the
BAYT for a full evening with many ways to highlight our accomplishments over the past 13 years. The evening began
with an amazing dessert reception, featuring desserts prepared at DANI by our Cooking and Made by Me programs and
served by our Pop-Up teams.
At 8 pm, guests joined us in the Perlis Hall for our evening’s program, hosted by Stacy Markin and Aurelia Ostro. We
were especially honoured to have Hon. Peter Kent, Regional Councillor Gino Rosati, and disability advocate Maayan Ziv
join us. We began with a brief greeting from Galit Baram, the Consul General of Israel, followed by a beautiful candle
lighting ceremony. DANI staff and adults were paired to light candles, each of which was dedicated to a different part
of the DANI program, including our staff, supporters, community partners, and of course, Kasper! Thank you to Gail
Saperia for writing these beautiful dedications.
We also invited Pamela Schuller, a comedian and advocate, who shared her experiences growing up with Tourette’s
Syndrome, and coming to learn to love what makes her different. It was a very funny and moving performance, and so
memorable for us all.
Throughout the evening, we also had the opportunity to share some short videos that highlight many of the ways that
DANI has grown and changed the lives of the people involved. We also had the opportunity to showcase our Day
Program with pictures set to the song “This Is Me” from The Greatest Showman.
We would like to thank everyone who joined us for this amazing event, and for all of your support for our programs! A
special thanks to Kathy and Susie for putting together this stunning event, and to everyone else who helped to make
the evening happen. We were honoured to see how many people came out to celebrate with us and we are looking
forward to many more opportunities to celebrate together in the future!
Please see below for just a few of the photos from this amazing evening. All photos on this page are by Andrew Laszlo.
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The Bar Mitzvah
By Talya
The Bar Mitzvah was fun. My mom did a speech and so did
Kathy. My aunts and my cousins came to see me. I had to
sit next to Nick. Ihad to light a candle with my mom and
Kathy. Josh lit a candle with Izzy, and Rachel lit one with
Daniel. We lit candles because it was a Bar Mitzvah. It is
our 13th year! It was fun because I got my drinks. I ate a
brownie and a cookie. My sister was helping to give out
cookies. They were made at DANI. We saw a video my
mom made with lots of pictures of everybody. My
favourite part was getting the drink. I liked when Jeff lit
the candle with Izzy.

Talya lit a candle with Susie, Kathy and Danny to represent our
founders. Photo by Andrew Laszlo

The Bar Mitzvah
by Jesse S.
The DANI Bar Mitzvah was fun. My dad and mom
took me there. My brother Adam came with Auntie
Eva and Uncle Les. They served chocolate chip
cookies, which I tried. They were good.
There were a lot of people there! I was happy to see
all my friends there. I like the sound of all the people
there.

Jesse S. with Izzy and Ashleigh at the Bar Mitzvah

DANI’s Bar Mitzvah
by Guitti
On Monday afternoon, I practiced lighting candles with Anna
and Jordan for the Bar Miztvah. Jordan dropped the candle
when he tried to light the fire. Everyone looked excellent. I
saw my friends from DANI at the Bar Mitzvah. I saw Rivka,
Michelle Pomer, Rachel, Ashleigh, Anna, Kathy, and my aunt
Chanie. I also saw my friend Sara. It was a beautiful occasion.
I saw Sabrina and Rudy, and Ash. I lit a candle with Anna and
Jordan. Kathy and Susie spoke about DANI. We watched a
movie about the DANI programs and how we do work. This
event was important because this year is our 13th year. We
have grown since 2006. We moved from the house to the
building in 2013. We would have nothing to do if there was
no DANI. The best part of the Bar Mitzvah was seeing all my
old friends.

Guitti lights a candle with Anna and Jordan. Photo by Andrew Laszlo

The Bar Mitzvah
by Jordan F.
I attended the DANI Bar Mitzvah with my mom and dad. I saw a good speech by a woman. She lives in New York,
and she has Tourette’s Syndrome. She was talking about her life as a teenager and as an adult. She was talking
about her disability and how she makes noises and facial tics. I liked her life story. I found it touching because she
has a disability like me. I also like Shayna’s mom’s speech. She was talking about her daughter. I was happy
because I like Shayna as a friend. I thought the speeches were very emotional.
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DANI’s Bar Mitzvah
by Carolyn

Carolyn lights a candle with Katie and Terri. Photo by Andrew Laszlo

DANI is turning 13 and we celebrated its Bar Mitzvah!
I went with my dad. It was at the BAYT on the second
floor. First, there was mingle time. I had a butter tart.
It was delicious! I also had a chocolate marshmallow
that was very chocolatey. All the cookies were made
by the DANI cooking class. The candles were lit by the
DANI participants. I lit the third candle. After the
candles were lit, there was a speaker who was talking
about how she sometimes barks because she has
Tourette’s. She was funny. DANI is like a big
family. Mazel tov DANI!

Monday Night
by Terri
On Monday afternoon, we practiced lighting the candles at
the BAYT for the Bar Mitzvah. Then, we came back to DANI.
We went home to get dressed for the Bar Mitzvah. At the Bar
Mitzvah, they had a lot of yummy desserts. Then, we went
into the room to find our seats. We waited for our turn to
light the candles. I lit a candle with Katie and Carolyn. We
listened to lots of people talking and making speeches.
One of the speeches was Shayna’s mom, Stacy. We watched
a video about me because I was an independent lady. My
aunt and uncle came to watch. I watched another video
about DANI. There was also a lady named Pam who was an
actor who told jokes. I thought she was very smart because
she makes up her own jokes. She is amazing! I liked to light
the candles because it reminded me of when I was 13 years
old and I had a Bat Mitzvah. I liked to see all the people.

A photo Terri took of the dessert table

DANI’s Bar Mitzvah
by Alex

Alex saw his friends lighting candles at the Bar Mitzvah, including Levi and
Wayne. Photo by Andrew Laszlo

DANI’s Bar Mitzvah was on Monday, October 28. I
saw Ashleigh. I went with mom and dad. I saw Patty
and Fred. I saw Esther and Stephen. I went to the
DANI Bar Mitzvah. It was at the BAYT. I ate cookies. I
had chocolate chip cookies and double chocolate
cookies. They were yummy. We saw Terri’s video.
Danny Laszlo lit a candle. Jesse S. and Ashleigh lit a
candle. Efrat, Daniel and Izzy lit candles. The Bar
Mitzvah was at 7:30. At 8:00, we watched the video
on the screen. At 8:30, we lit the candles. Then, we
saw more videos. I saw Dori, Leiba, and Shayna. I saw
Jesse G. I saw Wayne and Levi. My favourite part of
the Bar Mitzvah was the videos. DANI has a Bar
Mitzvah because it is 13 years old. DANI started in
2006. I came to the Day Program in 2014. I like the
DANI Bar Mitzvah because of the desserts.
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The Bar Mitzvah
by Efrat
Yesterday, I had fun at the Bar Mitzvah. I had cookies for
dessert. I liked the nice speech and lighting the candles. My
family came to the Bar Mitzvah. They had fun at the party.
My favourite part of the Bar Mitzvah was lighting the
candles. I had fruit and brownies. It was yummy. My friends
were there, and my cousins were there too. My mom and
dad and my cousins Talya and David were there. I lit a candle
with Tammy. I also saw my friends Alex and Alexander, and I
saw Jordan and Noah. I like to be with my friends. Roy was
there too, and Rachel, Katie, and Ashleigh. I also saw Lindsey
and I saw Susan. I saw my best friend Julia. I saw my friends
Orly and Kessem. I liked the chocolate cake and vanilla
cookies. My favourite part was having fun at the party.

Efrat lit a candle with Jordan and Tammy. Photo by Andrew Laszlo

The Bar Mitzvah
by Dori
Yesterday at the DANI Bar Mitzvah event, I
worked as a server giving out cookies to all the
guests. There were a lot of people! We then saw
ourselves on the big screens! It was videos about
our lives at DANI. I saw my picture on the
computer and Katie’s picture with a net on her
head at cooking class.

Dori was proud to work as a server at the Bar Mitzvah. Photo by Andrew
Laszlo

Rita also served with me. That was really helpful.
There were a lot of people and we had to go all
around the room. It was a lot of fun for me. I also
saw the candle lighting ceremony. It reminded
me of Chanukah, which is coming soon and it’s
also my birthday on Chanukah!
I wore a celebratory suit for the Bar Mitzvah
because it was a celebration for DANI. It’s
important to celebrate DANI because we love it,
and we also go there every day so we want it to
always be there!

DANI’s Bar Mitzvah
by Sammy
I went to the DANI Bar Mitzvah. It was on Monday night. We
made cookies for the Bar Mitzvah. We saw people eating the
cookies. They liked the cookies. People at the Bar Mitzvah
asked, “Who made the cookies?” and I said, “We made
them!” We gave people candy too. Everybody had a good
time at the Bar Mitzvah. I wore a tuxedo! Everyone lit a
candle. We saw a lot of people. Some people lit the candles
for the Bar Mitzvah. We had a good time. We got to eat the
cookies that we made! Everybody talked about DANI and the
Bar Mitzvah. We had a good time.

Sammy really liked the jellybeans at the Bar Mitzvah. Photo by
Andrew Laszlo
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Monday Night
By Josh
On Monday, we had DANI’s Bar Mitzvah. I had
fun. A lot of people came. I saw Rachel and her
mom, and all the staff. I came with my parents. I
lit a candle with Izzy and Yaakov for DANI. There
were people talking on the stage. We watched a
movie about DANI. We learned about DANI and
what we do at DANI. I saw myself on the screen!

Josh lit a candle with Izzy and Yaakov. Photo by Andrew Laszlo

We had lots of snacks. There were cookies. I
heard the music. I saw Michelle. I know her from
DANI. She worked with us on the weekends. My
dad gave me a nice shirt to wear. I saw Jesse,
Danny, Alex, Ryan and Sammy. The Bar Mitzvah
was nice. It was fun to watch the movies. I want
to do more stuff at DANI. I want to go out more
and watch movies.

DANI’s Bar Mitzvah
by Noah
The Bar Mitzvah was a nice party. The cookies were delicious.
I was there with my mom and dad. I saw lots of old friends
and workers. It was nice to see Ash. It was nice to see
everyone dressed up. The comedian was funny. She said she
barked at night, and they thought she had a dog, but she
didn’t have one! I thought she was a bit like me because I am
proud of my acting and improv too. She inspired me because
she wasn’t letting her Tourette’s get in her way. The candle
lighting ceremony was beautiful. I was a bit scared when
Jordan dropped the candle. The Bar Mitzvah was awesome. I
was proud to see all the staff and my friends to celebrate this
simcha.

Noah really liked Pamela Schuller's comedy. Photo by Andrew Laszlo

DANI’s Bar Mitzvah
by Rita

Rita and Tammy at the Bar Mitzvah

I would like to talk about DANI’s Bar Mitzvah. My
friends were at the Bar Mitzvah. I saw Sammy,
Ryan, Guitti, Carolyn, Terri, Andrew, Jesse,
Jordan, Jesse G., Eric and Efrat. I was excited to
go to the Bar Mitzvah. It was fun. I served the
desserts with Katie. It was a lot of fun. DANI is 13
years old, and we celebrated 13 years with the
DANI family members. I love the DANI movie.
Jordan did a candle ceremony with Talya, Jeff,
Daniel, Guitti, Josh and the DANI staff helped
out. Anna, Ashleigh, Nick, Katie, Rachel, Tammy
and Susie were there. It was a great night. I took
a picture of Katie. Kathy and Susie made a great
speech. Thank you to Kathy and Susie. It was
very special. We enjoyed the event at the BAYT!
I loved the jellybeans.
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The Bar Mitzvah
by Ryan
Yesterday was DANI’s Bar Mitzvah at the BAYT. They served
cookies. There was chocolate chip and chocolate fudge. I also
had chocolate cupcakes. I love the flavour of chocolate. My
favourite is a mix of chocolate and cinnamon. I saw all my
friends from DANI at the party. I saw Alex, Jesse S., Anna,
Andrew, Jesse G., Ash, Laurence, Chona, Esther Farb, Gail,
Dori, and many more! I liked the videos and the slideshows
that were showing at the event. Most of all, I liked the pictures
of everyone together in the park behind DANI. It was a fun
evening!

A photo Rita took of her friend Ryan with his mom at the Bar
Mitzvah

The Bar Mitzvah
by Eric
Yesterday, I went to the BAYT for the Bar
Mitzvah celebration. First, I had a snack of
jellybeans, cake, chocolate, and cookies. Then, I
went to the theatre. In the theatre, my DANI
friends were lighting the candles and speaking.
When the speakers were finished, I took a photo
with Ashleigh and Rachel. Before I left, I wished
everyone “Mazel tov!”

Eric poses for a photo with Ashleigh and Rachel at the end of the Bar
Mitzvah

I saw everyone at the Bar Mitzvah. I saw a cake
at the Bar Mitzvah. I saw Sammy and Terri at the
BAYT. I saw candles and that’s all. I saw
jellybeans and cookies. It is important to
celebrate this place being here for thirteen
years. It is good to remember and the next year,
we will be fourteen. I wore a kippah because it
is very important, and I wore a suit.

DANI
by Rafi
I like to cook. I want to cook chocolate bars. I like to cook salad. I
like doing art. I like the strings and papers. I like to cut with
scissors. I like to eat lunch. I like pizza and potatoes. I like cholent.
I like stir-fried rice. I like waffles. I like to cook. I cook with Katie. I
made a cake. It was chocolate brownie cake.
At DANI, I love going to the park. I play basketball. I play with
Guitti and Rachel. I work at Tomchei Shabbos. We put food in the
boxes. I put in the eggs and we pack the fish. I work with Mo. I see
Ellen on Thursdays. Ellen plays music. Anat plays music too. She
plays Miley Cyrus. I go to Holiday Pet Care. I see the dogs. I like
the dogs. They are really cute.
I do drama with Rachel and Noah is with me. We sit in the chairs.
We dance and we act. I danced with Jordan. We play games. I do
the play. I play with cards. My favourite thing at DANI is cooking.
I wash my hands. I read the recipes. We make the food. I like food!

Rafi loves cooking!
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Sukkot
by Rochi
I like eating the food at Sukkot at my family members’ houses. I like eating candy on Simcha Torah, but I am not
allowed to eat candy sometimes so that makes me upset. I don’t like blessing the lulav and the etrog because it is
hard to remember everything. I like being around my family members on Sukkot, and I also like Chol Hamoed. I
usually don’t go go-karting on Chol Hamoed anymore, but I like to do that.
I also like having challah and honey on Sukkot, and when I was younger, I would go to my family members’ houses
at nighttime. I don’t go to my family member’s houses anymore at night on Sukkot. I only go there for lunch or
snacks. I like Sukkot because there is good food.

Centre Camp
by Michael
Every summer I go to camp. I helped out the
specialists at camp. My supervisor was Sean
Zepeda, and Rebecca Soil. I was at camp for eight
weeks in the summer. I also go during December
and March break.
The camp is busiest in the summer. The breaks are
quieter. It makes it less noisy. The kids are easier to
control. I prefer the summer because it is nice
outside except on rainy days.
My job is to help out at camp with the staff. Some
things I do are set up the equipment for different
sports. There are different age groups and divided
into cabins. I like the older campers because they
understand how to talk nicely to the counselors. If
the campers don’t behave there are consequences
like sit out for a few minutes, call home or be
suspended from camp for really bad behavior.

Michael with Adam, Assistant Director at Centre Camp

I get paid by the camp at the end of the summer. I
always save my money. I put it in a safe place at
home. One day when I really want something for
myself, I will use my money wisely.

What We’re Working On
Our Workwise group has been reviewing how to show
confidence and a positive attitude while at work, as well as
learning how to express frustration calmly.
Our Art class is already hard at work preparing projects for this
year’s Art Week, which is based on Bereshit. This week, we
learned about the creation of the skies.
Our Cooking class was glad to have the chance to try out a
brand new fall recipe – a delicious pumpkin soup! We are
looking forward to trying some more new recipes soon.
Our Book Study group has enjoyed reading the first few
chapters of The Secret Garden and sharing ideas about what
might happen next.

Enjoying new art projects and recipes!
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Oh, The Possibilities!
by Deborah
If my grandparents were alive today, I’m sure they would say to me, “Who knew technology
would have taken off and developed the way it did?” My response would be to probably go
to the Public Library and research technology’s timeline; which I actually did just now. I
would like to share with you some interesting facts, taken from the website Timetoast
Timelines:
“Ten Most Important Inventions in History: Wheel; camera {1685}; steam engine {1698};
automobile {1769}; sewing machine {1791}; telephone {1876}; light bulb {1879}; television
{1884}; penicillin {1928}; computer {1946}”. After having read this information, I thought of
how I would have loved to have had the opportunity to ask my grandparents, “How come
you didn’t have some of these items until much later in life?”
I then Googled the future of technology. This is what was shown on my screen: “3D
Printing; Artificial Intelligence (AI); Augmented Reality; Big Data; Bioprinting; Cloud
Computing; Genetic Engineering; Helium-3 Power Generation”. I’m sorry, but I just sat
there and chuckled to myself as I read the information in front of me; not because it was
funny; but because I didn’t understand one word of what our future holds. As I sat there
chuckling, I realized you too, my dear readers, may be as bamboozled as I; so I found a
quote to help cheer us all up.
“When you’re stressed, you eat ice cream, cake, chocolate and sweets. Why? Because
stressed spelled backwards is desserts”. (Taken from the Minions)
PS: In all seriousness, if anyone did actually understand our technological future, please
explain it to me in layman’s terms.

