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Welcome Back! 
 
Welcome back to another amazing year at DANI! We hope that everyone had 
a great summer. Our staff team has been hard at work preparing for the year, 
and we are very excited to start our new program year! We are thrilled to 
introduce some new programs and to continue some of everyone’s 
favourites. We can’t wait for everyone to see what we have in store this year! 
 
We are also very excited to resume the DANI Days newsletter after our 
summer hiatus. Our biweekly, participant-driven newsletter is one of the 
ways we keep everyone up-to-date on everything going on this year. All 
articles by participants are in their own words, based on what they choose 
to share. This year, we have our largest team of newsletter writers yet! 
 
As always, everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles, or ideas for 
the newsletter. Any contributions can be sent in at any time to Rachel Albert 
at newsletter@dani-toronto.com If you are sending in pictures, please make 
sure to give a bit of context to help us know where best to use it! 
 

DANI WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME EVERYONE 
BACK FOR AN EXCITING NEW YEAR! 

DANI 
501 Clark Avenue West 
Thornhill, ON, L4J 4E5 
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 Important Dates 

Please note that DANI will be closed on the following dates: 

- We will be closed on Monday, September 30 and Tuesday, October 1 for Rosh Hashanah 
- We will be closing at 12:30 pm on Tuesday, October 8, and closed for the full day on Wednesday, October 9 

for Yom Kippur. Please note that lunch will not be provided on Tuesday, October 8. 
- We will be closed on Monday, October 14 and Tuesday, October 15 for Sukkot, and on Monday, October 21 

and Tuesday, October 22 for Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah 

Please mark your calendars, and keep checking future newsletters for more reminders about program closures or 
early dismissals. 

To find out more about our exciting new social enterprises, 
see page 4 To find out about our exciting summer trips, see page 5 

Phone: 905-889-3264 
Email: info@dani-toronto.com 

WWW.DANI-TORONTO.COM 
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/danitoronto 
Instagram: @dani_toronto 

mailto:newsletter@dani-toronto.com
http://www.dani-toronto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/danitoronto
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Welcome Back, Ilana! 

We are all very excited to welcome back our staff 
member Ilana from her maternity leave last year! We 
are very happy to have Ilana back on the team and are 
looking forward to working with her again this year.  

Over the summer, we also wished a big good luck to Esti, 
who has moved on to a new opportunity working in a 
Montessori school setting. We will miss you, Esti! 

Welcome to Our New Friends! 

We would like to give a warm welcome to some new friends who are joining our day program this year. On behalf 
of everyone at DANI, we would like to welcome Rochi, Michael, and Benji who are new participants joining us. We 
are all looking forward to getting to know our new friends. We hope you all have a great year and enjoy the Day 
Program! 

Welcome to our Placement Students! 

DANI is always happy to offer opportunities to college and university students to join us to gain some experience 
in the field. Each week, these students play an integral role in our Day Program, and we are all happy to have the 
chance to meet and work with new people! The students are actively involved in a variety of programs, including 
literacy, vocational placements, and much more! 

This year, we would like to welcome Brandon and Roma, from the Child and Youth Care program at Seneca College; 
Mason and Hala, from the Behavioural Science program at Seneca College; Carly, from the Social Work program at 
Ryerson University; and to welcome back Komal and Serena, who are continuing their placements with us from the 
Therapeutic Recreation program at Seneca College.  

We are looking forward to working with you all, and we hope you enjoy your time at DANI! 

Rita with Ilana during the first week of program 

A New Year of Vocational and 
Volunteer Placements 

At DANI, we are very proud of the many vocational 
training opportunities that are offered to our 
participants, giving them the chance to learn and 
practice valuable skills, while giving back to their 
community.  

This year, we are excited return to our volunteer 
placements at Red Lobster, CARD, JASS, Tomchei 
Shabbos, Chasdei Kaduri, Bikur Cholim, and Holiday 
Pet Care. We are also very excited for our Stalco 
team to be continuing their role as paid employees! 
We also had a variety of in-house vocational training 
opportunities and social enterprises, so there are 
many ways for everyone to get involved! 

The DANI adults are really looking forward to 
continuing their placements, and having the chance 
to try out new tasks whenever possible.  

We are looking forward to another amazing year of 
work, and we would like to thank all our partners for 
offering us these opportunities to help out and give 
back!  

Holiday Pet Care, Red Lobster, and Chasdei Kaduri. Just a few of our many 
volunteer/vocational placements! 
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Parent Information Evening 

Please mark your calendars for our next Parent Information 
Evening on Wednesday, September 18 from 7:30 – 9:00 pm 
at the DANI Centre.  

The session will be with Zoe and Kirra who are facilitators 
from LIGHTS, which brings together individuals with 
disabilities, families, community members, and Community 
Living Toronto to facilitate the establishment of residential 
options for individuals and provide interim funding to 
overcome financial obstacles in establishing a home. 

The cost of this event will be $5 per person. If you are 
interested in attending, please contact Susie at ssokol@dani-
toronto.com  

Mazel Tov, Zackery! 
by Susie 

 
On Monday, August 26, we celebrated Zackery’s 
Bar Mitzvah at the DANI Centre. He wanted to 
have a ceremony like everyone else and he chose 
DANI. Izzy spent time teaching Zackery how to 
put on tefillin while thinking about G-d.   

The blessings for his aliya to the Torah were 
repeated and our participants were part of the 
minyan (10 men) we needed. After asking 
Zackery if he had any final words, he said, "Thank 
you. Today I FEEL like a man!" We then concluded 
with cake and candies. Thank you, Izzy & Jordan. 

 

Mazel tov, Zackery! 

Save the Date: DANI’s Bar Mitzvah 

Please mark your calendars for a very special celebration of 
DANI’s Bar Mitzvah year. This October, we will celebrate our 
first 13 years of achievements and embrace the future. 

Join us on Monday, October 28 to celebrate with us! The 
evening will begin with a dessert reception and candle 
lighting to mark this important year. Please join us at The 
BAYT (613 Clark Ave West) from 7:30 – 9:30 pm.  

We are so grateful for all the support over the last 13 years, 
and we hope you can all join us to celebrate our achievements 
to date! We couldn’t have gotten to where we are without 
you, and we hope you’ll continue to support DANI and our 
dreams for many years to come!  

For more information about this event, please visit 
www.dani-toronto.com/barmitzvah and stay tuned to our 
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/danitoronto/) and 
Instagram (@dani_toronto) to meet some of the DANI adults 
and see the successes they’ve achieved through DANI.  

You can meet them in person at our Bar Mitzvah celebration. 
Come and be a part of our success. We hope to see you there! 

 

mailto:ssokol@dani-toronto.com
mailto:ssokol@dani-toronto.com
http://www.dani-toronto.com/barmitzvah?fbclid=IwAR0Qr8dfTElY7mf6SaX6xjXCXADfkTbZBVJOrO4oSB0xUfiILLZfPhloYGQ
https://www.facebook.com/danitoronto/
https://www.instagram.com/dani_toronto/?hl=en
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DANI’s Greenhouse 

Just before the start of the summer, DANI was very 
excited to officially launch our greenhouse! Our 
greenhouse is part of Better Quality of Life, a 
partnership with Ripple Farms, which helps us 
implement an innovative system for growing 
microgreens. 

The DANI greenhouse is an employment program 
for individuals with special needs to be trained, 
employed, and share profits of the business! DANI 
adults in both our Supported Employment 
Program and Day Program are actively involved in 
seeding, planting, harvesting, packaging & 
cleaning, which are all important to producing the 
delicious microgreens we now have available for 
sale! 

To learn more about this exciting new part of 
DANI, visit us at https://dani-toronto.com/dani-
greenhouse/ and Instagram (@dani_greenhouse) 

 

 

Our Pop-Up Lunch Team 

DANI is very excited to bring back our popular Pop-Up Lunch 
program, now available three days per week! We are excited 
to welcome Roy to the Pop-Up & Social Enterprises team. 

Over the summer, our Pop-Up crew had plenty of time to rest 
and relax before another busy year of bringing our delicious 
food to businesses around the GTA. They also had the chance 
to work at some special events, including the Toronto Jewish 
Film Festival at the end of August! 

Our Pop-Up program provides participants with the chance to 
practice life and vocational skills, while providing much-loved 
community connections and helping to support our programs.   

If you would like our Pop-Up crew to come to you, please 
email us at popup@dani-toronto.com  

 

 

Some of our favourite summer activities 
Rafi with his family at Niagara Falls 

Josh teaches some campers how to play mini-golf (Photo from 
Moshava Ennismore Yachad Facebook page) 

Made by Me 

DANI is very excited to introduce a brand-new 
program that is a collaboration between our 
Cooking class and Pop-Up Lunch program.  

Each week, a team of participants with a strong 
kitchen skill and an interest in baking will be 
producing cookies to be sold by the Pop-Up 
teams.   

The Made By Me group will have the opportunity 
to learn valuable kitchen skills, as well as practice 
literacy and numeracy through reading recipes, 
measuring ingredients, and taking inventory 
each week. Special thanks to Katie, for helping to 
oversee this program as a second branch of her 
Cooking class. 

New opportunities in DANI's greenhouse! 

One of our Pop-Up teams at TJFF at the end of the summer 

Rafi finds the next ingredient on the list on the first day 
of Made by Me 

https://dani-toronto.com/dani-greenhouse/
https://dani-toronto.com/dani-greenhouse/
https://www.instagram.com/dani_greenhouse/
mailto:popup@dani-toronto.com
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The Brain Project 

Over the summer, DANI was very excited to take part in the 
Baycrest Foundation’s annual Brain Project. Throughout July 
and August, our Superhero in the Mirror sculpture was 
featured at a variety of locations around the GTA. Our group 
had a great time traveling to locations such as Billy Bishop 
Airport and Nathan Philips Square to see it. 

We were also thrilled to part of the People’s Choice Awards, 
where everyone had the chance to vote daily for our sculpture. 
Thanks to everyone’s support, we finished in second place 
with over 26,000 votes! We would like to say a huge thank you 
to everyone who voted for us. We are so grateful to have such 
a supportive community, and this opportunity helped us gain 
a lot of exposure across the world! 

Please stay tuned to future newsletters for more updates 
about our Fine Lines group’s next project, and to find out 
about this year’s upcoming Art Week!  

 

Touring the GTA to see our Brain sculpture on display 
Drama at DANI 
by Elisa Goldman 

 
Thanks to Ashleigh for adding some new and 
exciting Drama programs. Exciting news from the 
Drama department: I am Elisa Goldman…yes, 
Jordan’s sister. Some of you have met me at the 
Sunday Program or at the few Drama workshops 
last year. I was also Belle in the play two years ago. 
My background is an ABA therapist years ago, and 
I have an undergrad Fine Arts degree in theatre 
with an emphasis on directing and teaching, and 
courses in clowning and stage combat. I also ran 
Music and Drama at an integrated day camp and 
revamped many programs for all ages and skill 
levels.  
 
I am part of the Sunday staff and I look forward to 
adding some fun games and confidence-builders 
when we have time between outings. I am helping 
Ashleigh and Katie with the play, which continues 
to blow me away each year. My main event is my 
Tuesday afternoon Drama group, which has 
doubled in size this year. This therapeutic drama 
class is not performance-based, but we work on 
skills like how to think on your feet through improv 
and storytelling games. We also mime, which helps 
to focus and build concentration. Group work helps 
foster friendships and improves social skills. Warm-
ups help with speech and language. Drama games 
also help with relaxation and focus. 

 
I am also aiding in the new DANI Characters 
program. Stay tuned for more details! I look 
forward to an exciting year, and the first week 
was already fantastic! 

Elisa demonstrating a puppetry game to help practice working in 
sync with a partner 
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Summer Drama Program 

This summer, our Drama class had a lot of fun working on short skits showing “A Day in the Life at DANI,” as well 
as some songs and dancing. Each week, we had a great time practicing these skits, and we ended our summer with 
a brief performance for everyone around the DANI Centre! We had such a great time with it, that we are excited 
to hold a repeat performance for families. Please join us at DANI on Thursday, August 19 at 3:30 pm to see this 
hilarious and heart-warming show! Thank you to Ashleigh for coordinating the activity for us all. It was a lot of fun! 

Camping at Sibbald Point 

Our Outdoor Recreation group kicked off the summer with an 
overnight camping trip at Sibbald Point! It gave them the 
opportunity to get hands-on practice with a variety of skills 
they had learned throughout the year. 

Upon arriving at their campsite, our group pitched their tents 
and helped to build a campfire. They also spent a great day at 
the beach and enjoyed a delicious dinner of hot dogs and 
s’mores cooked over the campfire.  

It was an amazing experience for everyone involved, and we 
know they are already looking forward to going camping 
again!  

Camping at Sibbald Point 

Thank You, Karen! 

This summer, our Day Program was excited to 
partner with the Vaughan Public Library for 
some new activities.  

Throughout the summer, we welcomed Karen, a 
librarian from the Bathurst Clark Library, who 
visited us to read and discuss a variety of fairy 
tales and folk tales from around the world. It was 
such a fun way to learn about different people 
and places! 

We would like to say a big thank you to Karen for 
reading with us each week, and we would love to 
see you again soon! Thank you, Karen! 

Summer Fun! 

This summer, we took advantage of the beautiful weather to 
spend as much time as possible outdoors. We had a great time 
heading out to the park to learn sports such as badminton, 
soccer and baseball.  

One highlight of the summer was our trip to Wet N Wild, 
thanks to the money raised by our Car Wash in June! We also 
loved going swimming a variety of beaches and pools. 

When it got too hot out, we decided to beat the heat with 
some of our favourite indoor activities, including yoga, 
cooking and crafts. We also had a great time heading to the 
Apple Store at Yorkdale to help remind people to vote for 
DANI’s Brain sculpture for the Brain Project! We all had a lot 
of fun this summer!  

Some of our fun summer activities! 
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Fun in the Sun for our Outdoor 
Rec Group! 

Our Outdoor Recreation group loves to find 
great new ways to have fun in all seasons! It 
was our first time having this program over the 
summer, and they found so many amazing 
ways to enjoy the outdoors! 

Each week, the group took a full-day trip to a 
variety of locations and events around the city. 
They had a great time swimming at several 
beaches, enjoyed a delicious picnic lunch with 
games at Bruce’s Mill, and spent a fun-filled day 
at the CNE!  

Our group ended their summer with an 
amazing day going Treetop Trekking, which was 
a new experience for some! Stay tuned to 
future newsletters for more of the fun-filled 
activities of our Outdoor Rec group, and see all 
the different ways to have a great time, no 
matter the weather! 

An amazing summer for our Outdoor Rec group! 

About Me 
by Rochi 

 
Hi, my name is Rochi and I like being happy and I don’t like 
getting upset. I like to have fun and I don’t like getting worried 
and I like when I feel healthy. I don’t like feeling unhealthy. 
Sometimes I feel happy and sometimes I get upset, and I also 
love and sometimes I hate things. There are things I don’t like 
and there are things I do like. I also have different feelings. I 
like having fun.  
 
I also like rollercoasters and I like going to fun places. I like 
going to my family’s cottage and I also like going to 
Collingwood with my Fairlawn staff and my peers. I also love 
food. I also like water slides. I like watching movies. I like scary 
movies and I like haunted houses. I also like soothing things. I 
also like music and nature and beautiful things and I also like 
going to the restaurant. I like going out with my family 
members and I like celebrating birthdays. 
 

Welcome, Rochi! 

About Me 
by Michael 

 
My name is Michael. I am 21 years old. I have 
one brother. I like music, sports, and getting 
good marks. I’m done school.  I do nice things to 
please my mom, dad and David, like wearing a 
jacket in the winter. 
 
 I am very honest and I tell the truth. My 
favourite food is chicken wings and fries. I like 
going to Wonderland.  
 

Welcome, Michael! 
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Rita and Efrat work together on a challenge to build the tallest 
tower 

My Summer 
By Leiba 

 
I went swimming in the summer. I played musical chairs in the summer. I went to see Toy Story. I went to the park 
in the summer. I went to the beach. I like to swim. I swim in clean water. I did some drama with Elisa. I went to the 
park. I played baseball with Atara. 
 
I got a light pink toy telephone. I got a dark blue toy boat. I bought soft ice cream. I got a dark green toy ball. It 
bounces. I like to play with it outside. I play outside with Mommy. I have a dark blue toy wagon. I ride in the wagon. 
Mommy pulls me. At DANI, I like the squishy ball because it is soft.  

 
This summer, I went swimming. I went swimming at an outdoor pool. I played with the beach ball. It was sunny 
that day. I went to play with the sand. I played with the sand toys. I went in the ocean. I played games with Caroline. 
 

Camp Kennebec 
by Rafi 

 
I went to Camp Kennebec this summer. I went there for a few 
weeks. My favourite things at camp were basketball, dance and 
lunch. I met Sarah and Molly and Oscar. I ate subs and veggie 
meatballs, and oatmeal and toast. At camp, I swam and I went 
to the beach. I had a good time at camp. I ate pizza at camp. I 
ate carrots. I did cooking at camp. I went swimming in the tube. 
I drew some pictures. I played karaoke. I sang Uptown Funk and 
I danced! I played in the park. I played with Oscar in the park. I 
played on the swings. I ate cereal for breakfast.  
 
I went swimming in the lake. I swam with the noodle. I ate hot 
dogs. I saw movies. I saw a movie with a prince. I had chips. I 
went on a boat ride. I did some art. I slept on the bed. I shared 
a room. I played some games. I played basketball. I played 
some soccer at camp. I went on trips. My favourite thing at 
camp was the pizza. When I got back from camp, I went back 
to DANI. Some fun things I did at DANI this summer were Wet 
N Wild, and Jesse’s pool. I had a fun summer at DANI at camp! 
 

Rafi at camp 

Camp Kennebec 
by Eric 

 
I went to Camp Kennebec for 4 weeks. There 
were two campfire movies, two trips, tennis, 
and I ate lots of food. On the first week of July, 
it was the first campfire. We sang songs. “Drop 
the Beat” was my favourite. There were lots of 
mosquitoes! I really liked the movies I saw. 
One was Brother Bear, and on one of our trips, 
we saw The Incredibles 2. We went on 
Kingston and Bon Echo for our two trips. I 
remember eating at McDonalds in Kingston. I 
ate a Big Mac and fries! I loved the bus rides. 
After Camp Kennebec, I went to Windsor and 
saw my baby cousins Luke and Parker. After 
Windsor, I went to see the Jonas Brothers. I 
wish I could’ve met them, but I couldn’t. 
 

 
 

Eric watched The Incredibles 2 while at camp 
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Camp Moshava 
by Danny 

 
This summer, I liked going to overnight camp. They had good 
pizza. I slept well in my cabin in a sleeping bag. I love playing 
basketball with friends at camp. I saw Josh, Terri, Carolyn and 
Levi. I like marshmallows and the campfire songs. I liked the 
Lion King at camp. I liked the magic show. I’m happy to be 
back at DANI. I missed my family and mommy’s cooking. 
 
I worked at camp. I cleaned the water pitchers. I went in the 
lake. I went swimming. I ate pizza. I played tennis with Yoyo. 
I did cooking. I made challah for Shabbos. I made pizza. I was 
happy at camp. I did art. I did colouring. I did music at camp. 
I saw a magic show. He popped the balloons. It was very, very 
loud! I was scared.  
 
I went to Wonderland. I went on the rollercoaster. I went to 
Walmart. I bought The Cat in the Hat. I went to the movie 
theatre with Levi and Shmuel. I saw Spiderman. I loved going 
swimming. I was happy to come home because I love DANI.  
 

Danny waiting for the challah he made to rise. Photo from the 
Moshava Ennismore Yachad Facebook page 

Camp Moshava 
by Alex 

 
I went to shekem. I went there to work. I sold Coke 
and Spirte and Nestea. I sold Cheez-Its, Mike and 
Ike, Mars Bars, and chips. I bought some food. I 
bought ketchup chips. I saw Yoyo, Miri, Carolyn, 
Terri, Danny and Josh. I slept there overnight. I slept 
in the bunk. We saw fireworks at Ennismore. We 
saw them for Independence Day. We went to camp 
on the bus. It is one hour. We took the 401 to Yonge. 
 
I worked at chadar (lunchroom). I sorted the forks 
and knives. They are for lunch. I cut the tablecloths. 
I did davening in the morning. I wore tzizit. We sang 
Modeh Ani and Shema. I did writing with Shoshi. I 
wrote a letter. We went to a pet farm. We saw 
goats, roosters, chickens, sheep, pigs, and chicks. 
We went to Peterborough. We saw Toy Story 4. I ate 
popcorn. 
 
I did baking with JoJo. I ate chocolate cake. I went to 
Baskin Robbins. I got chocolate ice cream. I went 
swimming in the pool. On Shabbat, we went to shul. 
It is inside. We lit Shabbat candles. We ate chicken. 
We made challah. 
 
We played video games at Putting Edge. We played 
mini-golf. We went to Cobourg on the bus. We 
watched lacrosse. It is a sport. We did cooking. It 
was Yachad Chef. We made chocolate brownie 
balls. They were yummy! We were singing Yachad. 
My favourite thing at camp was sleeping in the 
bunk.  
 

Alex playing mini-golf at camp. Photo from the Moshava Ennismore 
Yachad Facebook page 
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Camp Moshava Ennismore 
Highlights 
by Carolyn 

 
Here are my top 10 highlights: 
 

1. We played the mystery Game with 
Yachad. 

2. The Yachad staff went to the agam. 
3. My favorite lunch pizza is for lunch  
4. I had a visitor weekend with my family. 
5. We did the Yachad got talent show. My 

talent was talking about laundry. 
6. We went to Moshava Ba’ir Toronto. 
7. Yachad went swimming in the pool. 
8. I went to Canada’s wonderland trip with 

Yachad. 
9. Another highlight was the Magic show 

with the whole camp. 
10. Last but not least was the banquet. 

 
At the end we change our clocks forward to the 
city time. I made new friends at Camp. I had a 
great summer working at camp. 
 
 
 
 

Camp 
by Josh 

 
I liked to work at camp in the lunchroom. The pizza was terrific. 
I love camp cheers where we are all together, like “Go team go!” 
I liked to swim in the lake and cool off. We played with the beach 
ball and it was big. My favourite game to play was catch with 
Danny. I liked to see my friends Danny, Carolyn, Talya, and Terri 
at camp. I had yummy smores at the campfire and the singing 
was fun.  
 
Colour War was fun! I was on the red team and we ran 
everywhere. I liked watching shows and my favourite was the 
juggler. We also watched movies at camp like Spiderman and 
The Lion King. We also had a lemonade stand because it was so 
hot. I can’t wait to go back next summer and try new activities.  
 
What I miss most about camp is working. I work in the lunch and 
snack room. I also miss the staff and my group. Yoyo is one of my 
favourite people at camp. I am excited to see her again next year. 
I love the food at camp too, especially the fries and pizza. Next 
year, I want to go in the boat at camp. I like to be in the boat 
when it drives around the lake. I also like to feel the air on my 
face when I ride in the boat. I am excited to have music at camp 
and listen to everyone sing. My goal is to listen better to staff so 
I can be a better camper and worker. 
 
We went on the bus for our trips at Camp. When I got back, I 
came to DANI. Roy, Kasper, Ashleigh and everyone was there! 
Later on, I saw Ilana. We all went on a trip to Jesse’s house and 
hung out at the pool.  
 

Josh making challah with some friends at camp. Photo from the 
Moshava Ennismore Yachad Facebook page 

Carolyn loved her trip to Wonderland. Photo from the 
Moshava Ennismore Yachad Facebook page 
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My Summer at Camp 
by Terri 

 
On Wednesday, we got to the bus stop. I went on the bus. I sat with 
Carolyn. We got dropped off at camp. We met all of the job coaches 
at camp. We had dinner, then we went to our bunk to unpack and 
then we went to bed. On Thursday morning, we had breakfast in 
the morning, and then we started working on our jobs.We went 
back to our bunks to chill out. Then, we went swimming on the lake. 
 
On Friday, we had Shabbat dinner. On Saturday, we went to shul in 
the morning, and then we had a Shabbat snack. On Sunday 
morning, we had breakfast. We ate pancakes in the morning. Then, 
we went back to work with our job coaches. We had lunch. After 
lunch, we chilled in our bunks. On Monday, I worked with my job 
coaches on healthy food options. We had pizza bagels for lunch. 
After lunch, we went back to our bunks. We went swimming. We 
did binder time in the gazebo.  
 
We went to Wonderland in the morning. We went on the bus in the 
morning. We woke up early to come to Wonderland. I went with 
Kenny and Ariel. We went on lots of scary rides, and we had a BBQ. 
We drove back to camp. On Thursday, we started working again 
with the job coaches. My job was counting carrots and hummus, 
and putting them in the bags. We went to have chadar. We had 
bagels for dinner and we ate ice cream. My favourite part of camp 
is going on lots of different rides at Wonderland.  
 

Terri packaging food as part of her work placement at camp. 
Photo from the Moshava Ennismore Yachad Facebook page 

Camp 
By Guitti 

 

I got to camp on July 2. I unpacked my clothes. 
I was roommates with Lauren. She is from 
Toronto. We were already friends from Camp 
HASC. I worked at the library. I cleaned 
everything. I also worked at the spa. I helped 
to give out supplies like containers. At night, 
the workers got to go to the canteen. I brought 
some treats. I was on Team Red for the Colour 
War. Colour War is a fun competition for the 
whole camp. We lost, but we had fun! 
 
We swim in the lake and the pool to cool off. I 
met lots of new friends. The food wasn’t as 
good as mommy’s cooking, but I liked the pasta 
with cheese and sauce. We went on a lot of 
trips, like bowling and Skyzone. On Shabbos, 
we sang Hebrew songs. At the end of the 
summer, I was in a show. It was a lot of fun. 
There was a magician show on stage. Some 
nights, we had dances. My favourite was a 
Hebrew song. I enjoyed the art like the vase 
that I made. I know the head of the art 
department from Caracas. She is cool. I was sad 
to leave my friends from camp but excited to 
see my family and my friends at DANI.  
 

Guitti at camp. Photo from the Morasha Yachad Facebook page 
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Camp Ramah 
by Noah 

 
I went to Camp Ramah. I was there with Jordan F. and Efrat. I saw 
my friend Alexander. I went swimming in the lake. It was cold! I 
went skiing on the lake. We went on the ski boat and we had to 
hold the bar. I went sailing on the sailboat. I went with one of the 
sail staff. I went kayaking. I played basketball with Jordan. I did 
spinning on a bike, and I also went biking on a different bike. I 
biked all around the camp. I biked with my friend Randy. We had 
lunch. We had pizza bagels and lasagna. Sometimes, we had mac 
and cheese. 
 
I had a job at camp. My job was to work at the cafe. I took the 
order of the people in line. They order the coffee or a cookie. 
Someone else made the coffee and we called them to get it. 
Jordan, Efrat and Alexander all worked with me. Efrat made the 
coffee and I called the names out. I liked the job, but it was hard 
sometimes to know what the people wanted. Some people 
wanted no cream, or no milk, or no sugar. The people lined up at 
the table and on the table we had a card with a picture of the 
drink and the words next to it. They order their coffee and I circled 
it on the card. They had to write their name on it. I hand the cards 
to Efrat or Alexander or Andy, and they make the drinks. Then, 
we cleaned off the cards to take the next order. 
 
I did some woodworking. I made a pencil. You put the wood in 
the machine and then you saw it into the shape. I also made a 
bowl. We did woodworking and ceramics on different weeks. We 
did a play. We did Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat. I played Joseph with my staff Joseph! We both played 
Joseph together. We also did music. We listened to guitar and 
sang along. My favourite part of camp was seeing all my friends 
that I don’t get to see.  
 

Noah with a friend at camp 

Camp Ramah 
by Efrat 

 
At camp, I did ceramics. I made a bowl and I 
made a plate. I worked at the kosher cafe. I am 
proud of myself. I played soccer and basketball 
and I went swimming. I made new friends at 
camp. My favourite part of camp is cooking at 
bishul. Noah and I did art together. We also 
went boating. We went sailing and biking. I 
went on a slide. I had lunch outside and I had 
hot dogs. My favourite thing at camp is 
Shabbat.  
 
I am thankful for making new friends and 
spending time with them. I like going camping 
at camp. I like my counselors at camp. This year. 
I saw Nicole, Sophie, Jacob, Ethan, and Sam. 
Jordan is the director. My favourite thing was 
going to the lake, and the tuck shop to buy 
snacks.  
 

Efrat canoeing with Aliza and Jordan F. at camp 
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Camp Ramah 
by Jordan F. 

 
Camp Ramah was awesome! We did a play. We did Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat with our cabin. I didn’t have any 
lines but I danced to Go Go Go Joseph! We out our meals in chadar. 
We had enchiladas. We had beef strips for dinner. We had borekas 
with mushrooms and tomatoes.  
 
I went tubing with Alexander and Julia. I did my birthday 
celebration. I got a pie in the face by my counselors! We had a 
dance party with Dance Freeze and Pin the Tail on the Donkey. It 
was a party for me and Maddy because both of our birthdays are 
in July. I met lots of different campers. We went to mini-golf again 
and I got a hole in one! We went to the strawberry farm and we 
picked strawberries to make smoothies. 
 
I was a barista at the Kosher Cafe at camp again! I served 
counselors their orders. I need to take their order, and then 
Alexander and Evie made it for them. I gave it to the counselors and 
said “Here is your order. Have a nice summer!” My favourite part 
of camp was celebrating my 23rd birthday because I liked all the 
presents I got. Camp was fun. I really enjoyed it! 
 

Jordan F. at camp 

My Summer 
by Ryan 

 
I went to Reena and to DANI this summer. I 
went swimming. I have a lot of friends that I 
hung out with. We spent a lot of time outside. 
I also played some sports, like soccer and 
basketball. I did lots of swimming at different 
pools and parks. I did some cooking and I 
worked on art. I also had fun cooking. I made 
brownies and a few other pastries. My 
favourite part of cooking was eating the 
delicious food afterwards. 
 
Andrew and I spent a lot of time together. My 
favourite thing this summer was Cooking. We 
went on many trips. We went to Jesse’s house 
to swim. I went to Katie’s house to swim too. I 
went to JASS just to try it. I worked with Efrat 
on the books. We did music. We went outside. 
I did drama with Elisa. My favourite part of the 
summer was swimming. I liked hanging out 
with my friends. In art class, I did some 
colouring, painting, and even made slime.  

 
My cousin Dara had a baby girl this past 
Sunday. They named the baby Ruby. I already 
saw some pictures of her and she is very cute! 
We are so excited to have this new addition to 
our family. We look forward to sharing many, 
many more good things together.  
 

Ryan helped make cinnamon buns with the Cooking group 
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My Summer 
by Sammy 

 
This summer, I went to DANI every day. I worked at Tomchei 
Shabbos, did art, and I did drama activities. At Tomchei Shabbos, 
this summer, I packed the food for people who need it. I put eggs 
and fish in the boxes for delivery. I like doing that work because it 
helps me with my skills, and I can help other people. 
 
In art class, I painted pictures. I hope they will be sold to raise 
money for DANI. Painting is a lot of fun and also brings money for 
DANI. We continued our “Superhero in the Mirror” themed pieces 
to hopefully be sold soon. I liked cutting, gluing, and working with 
my friends. We spent the whole summer practicing skits, which 
were presented at the end of August for a small audience. In these 
skits, I dance and I act with everyone. I’m getting warmed up for 
the play! 
 

Sammy working at Chasdei Kaduri over the summer 

This Summer 
by Rita 

 
I would like to talk about my holiday in BC. We 
flew on an airplane to get to BC. We got to the 
airport by taxi. We had fun and adventures.  We 
went to Coombs. We went to a festival. I swam 
around in the lake. I cleaned mushrooms. My 
mom took a picture of me at the airport. My 
Uncle Wink did the barbecue did a BBQ. We 
picked up nuts from the ground. My Uncle Wink 
made the best BBQ food. It was a lot of fun. We 
walked around the beach. We had a picnic at the 
Englishmen Falls.  
 
I would also like to talk about my long weekend. 
We were in BC for the long weekend. We had fun 
on Labour Day. I had a family party. I am excited 
to see my friends back at DANI. We are starting 
the new year with a new schedule and new 
activities. Summer has ended and we would like 
to welcome back everybody. My friends are back 
from their summer vacations too.  
 

Rita on the beach in BC 

What We’re Working On 

Each new program year brings us lots of new opportunities to try out new program ideas! This year, we are excited 
to introduce some new activities including a variety of functional literacy options. Our brand new WorkWise 
program will prepare participants with the skills and positive attitude needed to be successful in the workplace.  

Our Functional Cooking literacy groups are working on reading recipes and following directions to independently 
make simple dishes using the microwave. Our Book Study group is excited to be reading The Secret Garden this 
year! 

Our new Health and Wellness group will discuss the importance of healthy food choices and exercise as part of 
making healthy lifestyle choices.  Our Cooking group is excited to try out some new recipes and revisit some of our 
favourites from the past two years.  

Stay tuned to future newsletters for more updates about what we’re working on! 
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Zayde 

by Deborah 

 

(“Zayde:  1.  Grandfather 2.  Elderly man (as a term of respect)  Origin:  Yiddish”/www.yourdictionary.com) 
 

Excluding parents and siblings, many individuals have a favourite family member.  For me, it is one of my Zayde. 
Unfortunately, he passed away when I was nine years old, and even though we didn’t get to know one another very 
long, he left me with some incredible memories.  As an adult now, looking back at my much younger self, I know he 

loved me, as well as spoiled me…but then again, which grandparent doesn’t spoil their grandchildren? 
 

My Zayde always made me feel loved and safe.  As well, he always joked, played and laughed with me.   Reminiscing 
on this particular memory always puts a smile on my face.  My Zayde always brought a toy for me to play with, 

whenever he came over to my house.  My all-time favourite toy my Zayde bought for me, was a blue dog that was 
battery operated.  It had an on/off switch; the ‘on’ position caused the dog to bark and move simultaneously, while 
the ‘off’ position caused the dog to remain quiet and stationary.  If you are a mother, you probably understand what 
my mom had to deal with, listening to my blue toy dog in the ‘on’ position for hours on end, especially on that first 
day I received it; as well as how relieved my mom was when the battery stopped working.  Much to my dismay, we 

never did replace its battery. 
 

My Zayde has been gone for 42 years now and society has changed and evolved so much during this time.  {Then 
again, has society really evolved when it comes to acceptance and disabilities?  This question in itself, is a whole 

other topic.}  Sometimes I just pause and wonder, would my Zayde accept me for whom I am, Mental Health Illness 
and all?  I think he would say to me that even though he doesn’t understand what I go through on a daily basis, he is 

proud of me and loves me, for I am his granddaughter after all. 
 

I love you Zayde 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.yourdictionary.com/

