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Letter from the Editor 
 
When I started at DANI, I came in with an idea to create a way to share all of the 
amazing things that we do throughout the year. Most importantly, I wanted the 
DANI adults to take the lead on this process so that their voices could be heard 
to allow everyone to see DANI and its programs the way they do. Who better to 
share all of the amazing things that go on at DANI than the people who are here 
and experiencing them every day? 
 
In the beginning, the newsletter featured just a handful of participants who 
contributed ideas of what was newsworthy, but few were involved in the actual 
writing. That very quickly changed as a direct result of the DANI adults’ interest 
and dedication to sharing their stories. It is now our fifth year, and our 
newsletter has grown to feature contributions from a team of up to 17 writers, 
sharing their thoughts each week with the support of staff and volunteers who 
help to record their articles in their own words. Aside from this, each newsletter 
features photos of our day-to-day activities, ensuring that everyone at DANI is 
included.  
 
Aside from keeping everyone up to date about what is going on at DANI, the 
newsletter has given us all the chance to get to know each of our adults as 
individuals. The hours spent putting together each newsletter has given me the 
added benefit of often being able to tell who wrote each article, even without 
seeing their name. That is how distinct their voices have become to me, even in 
writing. Thank you to the DANI staff for supporting me in giving everyone a voice, 
and especially to the DANI adults for giving us this window into their worlds. The 
newsletter would not be possible without them. Each newsletter is a lot of work 
for us all, but in the end, it is always worth it. 
 

-- Rachel Albert, Editor of the DANI Days Newsletter 
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13 Years and Counting 
by Kathy Laszlo, Co-Founder and Director 

 
In the blink of an eye, 13 years of DANI’s history has 
passed.  
 
Way before DANI existed, Andrew and I came up with 
DANI (Developing and Nurturing Independence) to 
incorporate our son Danny’s name with a possible future 
purpose. I never imagined how far and high the name 
will carry us. 
 
When I introduce our organization to new people and 
they ask me to describe our activities, I direct them to 
our newsletters.  Nothing describes DANI better than the 
bi-weekly chronicle written by our participants with the 
support of our dedicated staff. From the daily activities 
to the adventures of our participants, to upcoming 
programs…it’s a fascinating read! Eli’s movie reviews and 
Deborah’s short stories and poems enrich each edition. 
Thank you to Rachel Albert for her leadership and the 
support of our staff, placement students, and 
volunteers. 
 
I am looking forward to many more newsletters and 
many more successful, healthy and happy years to come! 

Danny looking at a recent DANI Days newsletter 

The DANI Days Newsletter 
by Susie Sokol, Co-founder and Director 

 
The dedication of the staff working with the adults is unparalleled. I am in awe daily as I walk around and observe 
the activities at DANI. However, I learn more about everyone and their unique accomplishments when I receive 
the DANI Days newsletter every two weeks. It is remarkable in so many ways. 
 
Each of the participants has a voice and I can read the excitement and pride in their written words. Rachel, you 
have excelled at presenting the best of each particular adult and their personal self-expression. Mazel tov on the 
100th edition! 
 

The Newsletter 
by The Saperia Family 

 
Congratulations to Rachel Albert, DANI participants, 
and the entire DANI Days newsletter team on your 
100th edition!  

 
Our family genuinely looks forward to receiving each 
edition. All your articles are interesting and informative, 
and we love to hear directly from the participants about 
all the amazing things they are up to. 

 
Deborah’s poetry and articles are always a delight to 
read. Deborah, you are a very talented writer. You are 
all amazing and are doing a great job!!! Keep the DANI 
Days newsletters coming!!! 
 

Jesse S. reading a newsletter with his dad 
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In honour of our 100th edition, our staff team was asked to contribute a few words about what the newsletter 
means to them and to DANI. Thank you all for sharing your perspectives. Look out for more comments over the 
next few pages.  

In the newsletter, I found out things that are going on that I didn’t realized were happening -- and I’m the program 
director! I love the way the newsletter captures the spirit of what we do at DANI and chronicles our history through 
the eyes of our participants. Happy 100th! – Jordan, Program Director 

As someone who is at DANI everyday, whenever I read the newsletter, I’m amazed to see how much we accomplish 
and how much is going on. It always brings a smile to my face! – Tal 

The newsletter provides an opportunity for me to engage in nice discussions with the participants. There is a sense 
of peace and harmony in the air during the newsletter class, when everyone sits down to have a discussion about 
their weekend or what is on their mind. What a great way to start the week off! -- Izzy 

DANI Days Newsletter 
by Vanessa Sacks 

 
We look forward to getting the newsletter. It keeps us 
informed of all the goings on at DANI (and indeed, 
there are a lot!). We love all the pictures. 
 

I especially enjoy reading what the individual 
participants write about their outings/job 
placements/daily happenings, and goings on in their 
private lives. It’s great to see how they are enjoying 
their day. The newsletter keeps us connected. 
Deborah’s final say in each newsletter is always 
inspiring. 
 

Rachel, keep up the good work of putting this all 
together! To the next 100! 
 

Daniel loves to look at all the pictures in the newsletter 

DANI Days Newsletter 
by Brenda Kadysiewicz 

 
Mazel tov on the 100th edition of the DANI newsletter! Both Josh and I always look forward to receiving the DANI 
newsletter. Joshua enjoys reading and discussing his most current article and looking at all the pictures of his friends at 
DANI. I find all the updates very informative as it lets me know what’s going on at DANI. I also enjoy reading all the 
participants’ articles. Thank you, Rachel, for all your hard work and dedication at making the DANI newsletter a success. 
 

DANI Days Newsletter 
by Patty Weizenberg 

 
Reading the DANI Days newsletter is more important for our 
family than reading the Toronto Star, the Sun, or the New York 
Times! It gives us insight not only into what the program looks 
like but how our young adults feel about their activities and their 
experiences at home, in the community, and at DANI. Their 
sense of achievement, their insight and their excitement is 
palpable. You can feel their happiness and pride.  
 

When we get the newsletter, we sit and read every word 
together; it allows us time to discuss what has been going on 
and when I read Ryan’s article out loud, he is so proud. One of 
DANI’s many achievements is the publication of the newsletter. 
It was a brilliant idea and one you can all be proud of. Keep them 
coming! 
 

Ryan reading the newsletter with his dad 
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The DANI newsletter gives me an opportunity to learn about the participants’ lives outside of DANI and to 
communicate with them on a more personal level. I enjoy getting as much information as possible from the 
participants (sometimes quite the challenge!) and then putting it together for the article. I hope our team 
continues to produce and grow many, many more newsletters. – Moshe 

As it is my first time as a staff this year at DANI, I have been able to experience the amazing newsletter program. 
It has opened my eyes to see what the participants are truly capable of when it comes to speaking and writing 
their thoughts. This program gives them a voice and the opportunity to express themselves in a fun and meaningful 
way – Neima 

Since I began working at DANI, I have been thoroughly impressed by each edition of the newsletter. It is interesting, 
informative, and it gives participants the opportunity to not only work on their literacy skills, but also allows them 
to share the new things they are learning and experiencing each week. I am always excited to see each edition of 
the newsletter when it is published. 100 editions is a big accomplishment. Way to go! Thank you to all the 
participants for their great articles and Rachel Albert who works so hard to make the newsletter happen! -- Nick 

The Newsletter 
by Anita Rosenberg 

 
It is hard to believe that the DANI newsletter is 
going to celebrate it’s 100th edition. We look 
forward to it in our inbox every two weeks. It allows 
our family to catch up on all the special events and 
daily activities Andrew is participating in. It is so 
nice to see the pictures of him enjoying his day with 
all his friends and with the amazing staff. We also 
get reminders about upcoming holiday schedules 
and early dismissals. We always forward the 
newsletter to our family and friends when there is 
a wonderful article or picture of Andrew. Here’s 
hoping and here’s looking forward to another 100 
newsletters going forward for us all to enjoy! 
 

Andrew and his family look forward to reading each newsletter! 

The Newsletter 
by Laura Barron 

 
I eagerly await the DANI newsletter because it beautifully 
portrays the program participants and the scope of our growing 
network. The pictures are worth at least a thousand words each 
because many of us don’t get to see all the details of daily 
activities and outings. I have to confess that I especially love 
when my son contributes an article and I get to share his 
accomplishments with our family and friends. The DANI 
newsletter is far more than a source of information -- it is the 
icing on the cake of a rich and growing organization. The 
newsletter knits us together like a family. I get to know so much 
more about everyone who expresses themselves through their 
writing. The newsletter is a forum that includes us all! 
 

The Newsletter 
by Esther Yermus 

 
I’d like to take the opportunity to say how appreciative we are of everyone who contributes to the DANI newsletter. 
It’s often difficult to get a handle on what goes on at DANI every day. Rebeccca isn’t exactly forthcoming with 
effusive comments about everything she does during the day. But the DANI newsletter provides wonderful photos, 
and includes articles composed (or dictated) by the DANI adults, and these provide a glimpse into DANI’s diverse 
activities. It’s a delight to read through the newsletter, and to see what everyone is up to. Thank you! 
 

The Barron family loves to see Rafi's articles in the newsletter 
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The DANI Newsletter 
by Rina Kogon 

 
We get excited when we see the words “DANI Days Newsletter” 
on our incoming email screen!  We can’t wait to see who is in it. 
To us, the newsletter brings two wonderful points: “What’s 
happening at DANI” and “Getting to know you.” Too often, our 
time constrictions only afford us a few minutes to both pick up 
and drop off our daughter Tanya. Sometimes Tanya instructs me 
to stay in the car and pick her up at the circular driveway in front 
of the DANI doors. She likes that, as she feels more independent 
coming out by herself. 

 
Although Tanya looks forward to being dropped off in the 
morning and happy at pick-up time, she doesn’t always convey 
her full day’s activities. So of course, as a mom there is always the 
long interrogation period that lasts throughout the drive home. 
What does a mom ask? “Was lunch good?” Answer: Yes. “Did you 
eat all your lunch?” “Yes.” What did you have for lunch?” 
“Chicken!” 

 
Tanya may not be able to always be completely accurate about 
everything that goes on at DANI, so the DANI Days Newsletter 
gives us good insight into the activities and the wonderful 
pictures speak a thousand words. The most special articles are 
the ones the individuals write on the things that are special to 
them and in doing so, it gives us the opportunity to get to know 
them. The DANI Days Newsletter gives us a feeling of family to 
know that we are getting great support for our children, and that 
we are not alone! 
 

Tanya and her mom are excited to see a new newsletter! 

The DANI newsletter is captivating! It is living proof of the DANI core belief that anyone and everyone can achieve. DANI 
is such a vibrant place, full of people who love life and are happy to share their experiences and passions with the world, 
when given a fair chance. Through patience, persistence, and a lot of love, Rachel is able to edit all these positive 
attitudes every week into this captivating journal – Anna 
 
I think the newsletter is wonderful because it allows them to bring awareness to topics they deem interesting and 
important. But most importantly, it gives the participants an opportunity to use their voice. – Esti 
 
The newsletter is an exciting opportunity for participants to express and share what goes on in their daily schedule. It is 
heartwarming to see how excited participants are to write in the newsletter and how hard they work on perfecting their 
articles. Opening the newsletter makes me smile as I read and relate to participants. -- Tammy 

The DANI Days Newsletter 
by The Warren Family 

 
The DANI Days newsletter brings much joy. We 
eagerly await the latest issue both to see what 
has happened over the past weeks and also to 
see how Alex spins the facts. All of the 
participants look very busy -- working hard, 
making connections in the community, and 
engaging in the arts. DANI Days makes us feel like 
we are part of the action! We very much 
appreciate the effort that Rachel puts into 
publishing it. Yasher koach. Keep up the great 
work! 
 

Alex and his dad with a recent newsletter 
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100 and Strong 
by Deborah 

 
Have you ever had someone tell you that are talented and you just look at them completely and utterly dumbfounded? 

 
Two years ago, I asked to write an article for the DANI newsletter. I thought nothing of it, meaning it was just an article. 
Period. To my surprise. Those who read my article told me they enjoyed it. I was confused, for how could they enjoy 
something written so simply? 

 
I continued to write articles for the newsletter, for I found this was something I enjoyed doing; however I never 
considered myself to be talented. I was just writing for fun. The more I wrote, more individuals approached me and 
complimented me on my writing skills. I decided to be bold and take it a step further...write poetry. Again, the newsletter 
readers approached me and told me how much they enjoyed my writing. How could this be, for I was never a writer, 
and definitely never a poet. 

 
As it turned out, writing for the DANI newsletter became something more than fun for me. In a nutshell, writing has 
become a means for me to safely express my thoughts and opinions...and let my imagination fly like the wind, on a cold 
winter day.  

 
I’ve been writing for the newsletter for two years. 
Do I now consider myself to be a talented writer? 
No. 
Will I continue writing? 
ABSOLUTELY! 

 
Dear readers, my ultimate dream is to have a publisher publish (alliteration wasn’t intended) my short stories, as well 
as my literary work PRO BONO. I’m adamant 100% of the profit will go straight to DANI’s various programs. If you know 
of anyone willing to take on this project, please have them contact Kathy and myself at 905-889-3264 ext. 231. Thank 
you. 
 

The DANI Newsletter 
by Helen Winkler 

 
From its inception, the DANI Days newsletter 
has been a very important part of Rita’s life. She 
is always planning her next article, snapping 
photos, and discussing when to send her articles 
in for publication. She takes the task of writing 
very seriously and always tells me she has to do 
it perfectly and immediately. To facilitate her 
independence in writing, we have compiled a 
personalized spelling binder, which Rita 
consults whenever she encounters a word that 
she doesn’t know how to spell. This approach 
has led to an improvement in her spelling and 
writing skills.  
 
When summer comes and the newsletter stops, 
Rita feels a great sense of loss. Over the past 
few summers, I’ve encouraged her to continue 
writing and putting her articles in a scrapbook. 
She brings her scrapbook to show her friends at 
DANI every September. It is wonderful to be 
able to share Rita’s articles with our family who 
live far away. Thank you, DANI, for awakening 
Rita’s journalistic skills. 
 

Rita uses her spelling binder at home to work on an article 
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The Newsletter 
by Noah 

 

I like the newsletter because Rachel is part of it. I like 
working with Rachel. Writing for the newsletter is fun. I 
like to write with other people. I like to write about DANI 
because it’s fun to write about what we do all day at 
DANI! I like writing with new people and telling them 
about me. 
 Noah works on a newsletter article with Danielle 

DANI Days 
By Rita 

 
I like doing DANI Days because it is fun and I like 
that I can write about our activities. I write about 
DANI and events and DANI and Jewish holidays. I 
write about the DANI play. In the summer, we 
take a break from the DANI Days. We will write 
about our summer activities after. Rachel will ask 
everyone to write about their favourite summer 
activities and their summer vacations. It will be 
back in the fall.  

 
We would like to say thank you to Rachel for the 
DANI Days newsletter. I am happy to read the 
DANI Days at home. People like the newsletter to 
read and look at it. Every month, there are lots of 
events happening at DANI, like the play and the 
Art Night. The newsletter is good because it is 
about DANI and our programs. It is important to 
me because I love my programs at DANI, like 
Pop-Up Cafe with Tammy and Drama with 
Ashleigh and Katie. 
 

Rita hard at work on one of her many contributions to the 
newsletter 

Wow, celebrating the 100th newsletter! This is such an incredible accomplishment. Congratulations to the DANI 
participants and Rachel and her support staff for all their hard work! I personally enjoy that I got to be a part of 
seeing the whole thing come together each week, assisting our journalists to tell their stories and experiences, 
contributing pictures, and then getting to see the final product each release! Way to go team!!! – Katie 

I just want to take some time to and say thank you to Rachel for being absolutely dedicated to the newsletter. The 
newsletter is a wonderful project that allows the DANI participants to express themselves and get their thoughts 
out to the readers. Rachel has spearheaded this project from the beginning and always gives each and every 
participant the chance to write an article. Thank you for giving them all a voice! I always look forward to reading 
what they come up and with and I just know how much it means to them to write. Thank you again! – Ashleigh 

Thank you to everyone for all of your continued support of the newsletter! Special thanks to the families 
and staff who took the time to offer your thoughts about the DANI Days newsletter. Your contributions 

are greatly appreciated. 

As always, everyone is welcome to contribute to the newsletter at any time. If anyone has any photos, 
articles, or ideas to share, please send them to Rachel at newsletter@dani-toronto.com 

We look forward to bringing you more news and updates in future newsletters.  

mailto:newsletter@dani-toronto.com
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DANI Car Wash 

We are excited to announce our first DANI Car Wash 
coming up this June! On Wednesday, June 19 a crew of 
DANI adults will be washing cars in our parking lot at the 
DANI Centre (501 Clark Ave. W) from 1 – 3:30 pm, for 
$15 per car. 

All proceeds from this event will help us raise money for 
a trip to one of our favourite ways to kick off the 
summer -- Wet N Wild Waterpark! Each car we wash 
brings us one step closer to reaching our goal! 

To reserve a time for your car to be washed, please 
contact Nick at nfink@dani-toronto.com or call 905-
889-3264 ext. 231  

Thank you all for your support!  

 

  

 

 

 

Bop to the Music 

Our pre-summer Bop to the Music dance party will be 
on Monday, June 3 at the DANI Centre! Even though it 
is still a long way off, please mark your calendars for 
this fun-filled evening that you will not want to miss!  

Bop to the Music features music and dancing with Eric 
from DJ Kings, and everyone is welcome! The party will 
be held from 7:30 until 9:00 pm at the DANI Centre, for 
a fee of $10 per person, and support staff (if needed) 
are free. 

Please invite your family and friends to join us for this 
fun way to kick off the start of summer! Contact Susie 
at ssokol@dani-toronto.com or 905-889-3264 ext. 226 
to RSVP. Please note that RSVP is a must, so reserve 
your place as soon as possible! 

Pop-Up at RBC 

 
Our Pop-Up Lunch teams are always excited to visit 
new places! Last Wednesday, our team visited the 
Royal Bank of Canada on Centre Street for the first 
time. Aside from bringing delicious lunches to sell, our 
team also invited some friends along to get a tour of 
the bank and learn about financial literacy! It was a 
great experience for us all. We would like to thank RBC 
for inviting us, and for teaching us about how the bank 
works. We hope to see you again soon! 
 
Our Pop-Up Lunch program provides COR dairy lunch 
options prepared by the DANI kitchen, and served at 
your location by a crew of our adults. To find out more 
about our program, please visit our website at 
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-
up-lunch or contact Tammy at popup@dani-
toronto.com 
 
 

Pop-Up at RBC 

mailto:nfink@dani-toronto.com
mailto:ssokol@dani-toronto.com
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch
mailto:popup@dani-toronto.com
mailto:popup@dani-toronto.com
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Aladdin Jr. 

We would like to thank everyone for coming out 
on Monday night to see this year’s annual play – 
Aladdin Jr! To give our actors a chance to rest and 
to write about their experiences, full coverage of 
the show will be in our next newsletter, on 
Wednesday, June 12. We would like to encourage 
everyone who attended to send in pictures or 
articles about the show. 

Special thanks to our staff team and volunteers for 
all of their help with the show. We would like to 
give a special shout out to Ashleigh for directing 
the play, as well as the DANI staff team for all of 
their help with costumes, sets, props and more! 

In the meantime, please enjoy some behind-the-
scenes photos from our rehearsals in the weeks 
leading up to the play. We are so proud of 
everyone for all of their hard work! 

 

Challah Baking with Netivot 

Every year, our Day Program enjoys having the opportunity 
to connect with local schools and spend some time with the 
students. 

On Friday, May 17 our Day Program invited students from 
Netivot to join us for one of our favourite programs – 
baking delicious challah for Shabbat!  

A group of Grade 7 boys visited us to work together to make 
some challah for everyone to take home. We all had a good 
time getting to know the students and sharing with them a 
little about what we do at DANI. We had fun working 
together to practice different techniques to shape the 
challahs. 

Special thanks to Katie and Rachel for preparing the dough 
and packaging the finished products for everyone! We all 
had a great time with our visitors, and would like to thank 
them for coming. We hope to see you again soon! 

 

Challah baking with Netivot 

Behind the scenes of this year's play! 
Spring Cleaning! 

Now that the weather is finally starting to warm up, we’ve 
had a lot of fun spending more time outdoors! A small group 
helped to do some gardening around DANI’s patio to help 
make sure there’s room for flowers to grow! We also 
enjoyed heading out to the park to enjoy the beautiful sunny 
weather, and hanging out in the backyard with Kasper. 

We were also excited for everyone to get involved in our 
making sure the DANI building and vehicles stay nice and 
clean. It is a great way for us all to take pride in our DANI 
Centre and cars, and learn to be responsible for our 
surroundings. What a great way for everyone to help out! 

  

Doing some spring cleaning and enjoying the sunny weather! 
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DANI 
by Emmanuel 

 
At DANI, I see all my friends. I go to work. I work 
at Tomchei Shabbos. I go with Neima, Tal, Dori, 
Steven and Andrew. We break the boxes. We 
put them in the bin. On Monday, we go to the 
JCC. We play basketball. I play basketball with 
Rafi, Josh, Rebecca and Daniel. I bounce the ball 
and I throw it in the net. I like it at DANI. I like 
all my friends. 
 Emmanuel with Steven and Andrew at Tomchei Shabbos 

DANI 
by Ben 

 
I like Daniel. I like Andrew. I like Kasper. I like 
Raphael. I like puppies. I see puppies with Rafi. 
I like cooking. I made cookies. I made noodles. 
I did painting. I painted blue. I like walking. I 
walk Kasper. I like swimming. I swim with 
Danny and Eric. I like to splash. I like Terri. I like 
Rebecca. I like Sammy. I like drama. I like 
Aladdin. I like Noah. 
 

DANI 
by Rebecca 

 
At CARD, I clean the saddles. I get the sponge. I squeeze it in the 
bucket. Jesse S. is my partner. I have fun at CARD. I like CARD 
because I like horses. At the JCC, I saw balloons! The balloons 
were blue and white. I want to pop the balloons. I like to hit the 
balloons. In art, I drew balloons. I drew heart balloons. I made 
hearts with Esti. We put sparkles on the hearts. It is for mommy 
and dad. It is red, and purple, and pink.  
 
I walk Kasper on a leash. Kasper is a dog. I like to pat him gently. 
I have fun with Kasper. Be careful, Kasper might bark! He barks 
soetimes. Kasper takes a nap. He takes a nap outside. We don’t 
pat the eyes. We pat him on the head. I have to be gentle with 
Kasper.  
 
After lunch on Monday we play basketball. We go on the DANI 
bus. I like the bus. I love basketball. I love shooting at the hoop 
with the basketball net. I got 2 points. 
 

Ben petting a puppy at Holiday Pet Care 

Rebecca at CARD 

Drama 
by Rafi 

 
This year, we are doing the play Aladdin. My partner in the 
play is Hunter. I play Kassim. My line in the play is “Help 
please!” and “They don’t.” I am in a lot of dances. I am in High 
Adventure, and I dance with Hunter. We do drama on 
Monday and Tuesday monrings. At the end of the play, I bow 
with Hunter, Daniel and Ryan. I practice drama with my script. 
 Rafi practicing for the play during Drama 
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The Play 
by Talya 

 
This article, and the following articles about the 
play, were written in the weeks leading up to our 
performance. For more of our actors’ own words 
about this year’s production, please see the next 
volume of the DANI Days newsletter. 
 
I am in the Aladdin play. I am the beggar woman 
with Rebecca and Elisa, who is Jordan 
Goldman’s sister. My costume is a cloak, and 
Albina is going to help me with it on the day of 
the play. My lines in the play are “Thanks 
Aladdin. I can count on you!” I like playing this 
character because it is fun.  
 
We have play practice all morning on Mondays 
and Tuesdays now. Doing the play is fun 
because Ashleigh makes sure I don’t forget my 
lines. Katie also helps me in the play and she is 
working with Eric. I like working with Elisa 
because she helps me and Rebecca with our 
lines. I am nervous to forget my lines on the day 
of the play. I am excited to have lunch on the 
day of the play. We usually get pizza for dinner. 
 

The Play 
by Sammy 

 
I’m the Sultan and I’m playing him with Tal. My line in the play 
is “If you don’t find a husband, I will find one for you!” I like to 
scream my line. My first dance is Friend Like Me with Hunter. 
My favourite part of the dance is when we all say “Wah wah 
wah!” and I move my arms around my body. At the start of the 
dance, I hit a drum to start the dance. 
 
 My next dance is with Robyn. The dance is called High 
Adventure. My favourite move in the dance is the handshakes 
with my partner. I do all my dances with my walker. It is a bit 
harder to dance with my walker. I can’t wait to go to the play. 
The play is on May 27th. I think my brother will take me to the 
playhouse on the day of the play.  
 

Sammy practicing a dance for Aladdin Jr. 

Talya practices for her dance with Jordan 

The Play 
by Guitti 

 
On Monday, May 27 DANI put on a play called Aladdin at the Theatre for the Performing Arts. The stage is huge. 
The costumes will be beautiful. One of my lines is “Give me money” because Neima took an apple from me. My 
friends, my aunt Chani, my aunt Sarahel and my mom are coming to see me. My aunt Chani will bring her girls 
Hadassa and Chana, and some of my friends are coming to see me. 
 
 On Monday, May 27 all of the DANI people will go to the theatre at 2:30. We will have a rehearsal on stage with 
costumes, mics and props. One of my lines is “She is fine!” I’m looking forward to seeing everyone on the stage.  
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Book Study 
by Eric 

 
On Wednesday at DANI, we have a Book Study 
program. Rachel is the staff that leads the 
program. Nick also helps out. We read a book 
in class. This year, we are reading the book 
Charlotte’s Web. We learn about the 
characters in the book. Charlotte is an 
important character. Fern is another character. 
She is a person.  
 
The book is about friends. We have almost 
finished the book. We are up to the second last 
chapter. I enjoyed reading this book with my 
friends. It’s a nice book. It’s very positive too. I 
really like the different animals in the story, like 
Wilbur and Charlotte. 
 

This year's Book Study is Charlotte's Web! 

Camping 
by Jesse S. 

 
I got the green tent. I took it out of the bag. Then, I built the 
tent. The tent is big. I will sleep in the tent when I go camping 
with Outdoor Rec. We are going on June 13. I’m going camping 
with Carolyn, Efrat, Ben, and Rebecca. Katie, Nick and Ashleigh 
are also coming with us. We will build a campfire. We will cook 
dinner over the fire. I like to eat hot dogs on the fire. I like to 
roast marshmallows on the fire. After dinner, I will get in my 
pajamas and get into my sleeping bag in my tent. I will sleep in 
a tent with Ben. 
 Jesse S. trying out one of the tents for the camping trip 

JASS 

by Efrat 
 
JASS is one of my jobs. My favourite thing to do 
at JASS is putting the books in order. I put the 
shoes on the right shelf. I put the games away 
and I also put the CDs at the place. I like JASS 
because it is my favourite job. I told Robyn that 
I am doing it by myself and I am proud of 
myself. I work with Neima and Eric works with 
Robyn. Next time, I want to work on the DVDs 
and I am excited to try working on the DVDs. It 
was challenging because I forgot to put the 
books in order. I will work harder next time.  
 

Efrat and Josh working together at JASS 

Mother’s Day 
by Leiba 

 
On Mother’s Day, we celebrate our mothers. I spent time with my family. I baked my mother a cake. I baked the 
chocolate cake with my mom. I told my mom “I like you.” 
 
I celebrate Mother’s Day to say thank you. I say thank you for my present. I say thank you for cooking me meals. 
Thank you for loving me. 
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Mother’s Day 2019 
by Carolyn 

 
On Mother’s Day, I went to Oakdale and I had an omelette. It was very good. I put salami and peppers inside my 
omelette and some toppings on top. I had coffee to drink. I went with my granny, my sisters, my aunt Ellen, and 
my uncle Harvey. After that, I went to get my nails done with my sisters. I used my debit card to pay. I painted my 
nails pink because it is a springy colour.  
 
Mel and Alissa got bubble tea and I got a smoothie. After that, Mel and I went to Mel’s friend Jess’s house. When 
we were there, I got a tour of her house. After we left, I had dinner at home. After dinner, Marianne, my dad’s 
fiancée, came home. I surprised her with a water bottle. It was a good day.  
 

Mother’s Day 
By Terri 

 
It was Mother’s Day was on Sunday. We went to DANI at 1. We 
had pizza and salad. We jumped on the trampolines, and I did 
tricks on the trampoline. Later on, we went out to a restaurant 
called Raj Mahal on Dufferin and Steeles. I had Indian food. It was 
delicious, but it was spicy. I really like eating Indian food. We had 
a great day celebrating Mother’s Day. I bought my mom a gift at 
the Promenade. 
 

Terri with her mom 

Orlando, Florida 
By Steven 

 
I will be staying in a hotel in Orlando, Florida 
next year. I will be going to Walt Disney World 
with mom and dad. I am going to see Mickey 
Mouse and Minnie Mouse, and Goofy and 
Donald Duck. I am going to go on the 
rollercoaster rides. The rollercoaster is Magic 
Mountain. I am excited to go to Orlando, 
Florida. It is hot there. I am going shopping at 
Target. I want to buy hats and snacks. I am 
going to eat fast food. I am going to watch Toy 
Story. I can’t wait to go to Orlando, Florida in 
2020.  
 

This Summer 
by Josh 

 
I am excited for the summer. I get to go to Camp Moshava. I 
work, play games, play basketball, watch movies, go bowling, 
and play golf. I am very excited to see my staff Yoyo.  
 
I like that camp is overnight because I get to leave home to 
have a vacation. I also like that I get to work with little kids 
because they make me laugh and feel happy.  Summer is very 
exciting for me because it is hot and I love being outside.  
 
I like going outside with my dad. We play basketball in the park 
on the weekends. Me and dad also play hockey at home in the 
summer. I have a lot of fun with dad.  
 

Josh and Carolyn at Camp Moshava last summer 

Steven is excited to see all his favourite characters on a trip his family 
might take to Orlando next year 
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Extraordinary 

By Deborah  

 
Have you heard about Dani’s remarkable sprouts?  

If not, you ought to come and check it out! 
Under COR, our unique sprouts have major clout. 

I guarantee after one bite, you’ll dismiss your doubt. 
 

Buying Dani’s sprouts will benefit us all. 
All you need to do is make the call.  

Your life will be easier, you’ll have a ball… 
Imagine the time you can spend at the mall. 

Please help break down the stereotypical wall… 
Regarding society’s stigma still affecting us all. 

 
So what do you say, come give it a try! 

Just dial 905-889-3264 and place your order to buy. 

Yonathan Geffen, Part 3 
by Dori 

 
Earlier this year, Dori began a series of articles 
talking about several of the songs by his favourite 
singer, Yonathan Geffen. For more of Dori’s thoughts 
about this album, see Volume 93 & 94. 
 
The next song on the 16th Lamb is “The Man with 
the Long Hair.” It is a funny song about someone 
with super long hair. When he washes his hair, you 
can see garbage falling out of the hair because it 
drags on the ground. You can even find drumsticks 
lost in there! It’s a good idea for him to get a haircut 
already! 
 
Another song is “Our Daycare is Closed!” It’s about 
a boy that walks around the city with his mom and 
passes by a daycare and sees that it is closed. The 
boy says that it is not very fun and pleasant to see a 
closed daycare! There are so many fun toys in there, 
left alone and lonely. But the boy now has to go to 
school and get used to playing with new friends and 
toys.  
 

Dori's favourite album 

What We’re Working On 

Our Art class had a great time learning a new technique – 
pressing flowers to make their own framed spring pictures. 
Thank you, Albina, for showing us how! 

Our afternoon Drama Games group with Elisa played some 
fun improv games to practice acting out a variety of scenarios 
and thinking on our feet! 

Our Cooking class enjoyed some delicious red velvet cream 
cheese sandwich cookies, and an old favourite – pico de gallo 
tortilla bowls! 

Delicious treats and beautiful artwork! 


