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DANI Days
DANI WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE A
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Announcements
Please note that DANI will be closed on Tuesday, January 1 for New Year’s
Day.
Our Day Program would like to say a big thank you to Hame and Shaul from
the Behaviour Science program at George Brown College, who chose DANI
as their field placement. We were glad to meet and work with both of you,
and would like to say a big thank you for all of your help. The best of luck to
both of you!
We would like to thank everyone for choosing DANI’s latkes and sufganyot
for their Chanukah celebrations this year. We hope you enjoyed your
delicious Chanukah treats, and we thank you for supporting our programs.
As always, everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles or ideas.
Any contributions to the newsletter can be sent to Rachel Albert at
newsletter@dani-toronto.com
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Get to Know Our Staff Team with Our New Team Page!
Wondering who all the new faces are at DANI this year? Visit our new and improved “Our Team” section on the
DANI website to get to know all about the members of our staff team. To find out more about our staff or to get
in touch with someone at DANI, click on “Learn more and contact” under their name. Our Team page ca be found
at https://dani-toronto.com/our-team/

To find out more about our Moroccan Night at DANI as part of our
Culinary Delights Around the World Series, see page 3. Photo by
Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video

DANI
501 Clark Avenue West
Thornhill, ON, L4J 4E5

To find out more about our visit from Magical Entertainer Vincent,
see page 4

WWW.DANI-TORONTO.COM

Phone: 905-889-3264
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Thank You to Our Amazing
Literacy Team!
Each year, DANI partners with the Red Oak Centre,
as well as a team of volunteers to develop and
work toward participants’ functional literacy goals
to help build independence in daily activities.
With the help of our literacy team, our
participants learn literacy and numeracy skills that
help in all aspects of daily life, including safety in
the community, money skills, cooking, and
communicating clearly in writing.

Our amazing Literacy team!

We would like to say a big thank you to our literacy
team for all of their hard work!

Culinary Delights from Around the
World
DANI is very excited to bring back our popular Culinary
Delights from Around the World dinner series! This year, we
will be offering two more amazing evenings:
-

Greek Night on Wednesday, January 16
Mexican Night on Wednesday, February 13

Each evening will feature a four-course dinner that has been
created with the guidance of culinary advisers who specialize
in the cuisine.
Evenings will be hosted at the DANI Centre at 7:00 pm on
the dates above. Reservations are required. To reserve your
seats, please call 905-889-3264 ext. 227
Menus for each evening are now available on the DANI
website!

Our Pop-Up Lunch Partners
Our Pop-Up Lunch teams are taking a welldeserved break over the holidays! In the past few
weeks, our teams have been all over the city
visiting customers at many locations including
Coca-Cola, WeWork, Chai Lifeline, Cornerstone,
and many more!
Our teams ended the busy few weeks with a
training day at the DANI Centre, where they had
the chance to meet as a larger team and review
their goals for the year and build their customerservice skills.

Our Pop-Up Lunch crews coming together for a day of training and professional
development

Our Pop-Up Lunch program provides COR dairy
lunch options prepared by the DANI kitchen, and
served at your location by a crew of our adults. To
find out more about our program, please visit our
website as http://dani-toronto.com/corporatecatering/the-pop-up-lunch/
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Moroccan Night at DANI
Our new year of Culinary Delights from Around the World
began this year with our amazing Moroccan dinner on
Wednesday, December 12!
Our DANI Centre was transformed to provide all our guests
with an authentic Moroccan experience. The music, décor,
and of course the food all really helped to set the
atmosphere.
We would like tot hank Aviva, Alona, Eric from The DJ Kings,
and Amy Mizrachi-Stopnicki for helping us bring Morocco to
DANI.
We would also like to thank all our guests who came to our
Moroccan Night and supported us. We hope you enjoyed
the evening as much as you did!
Last but certainly not least, we would like to say a huge
thank you to our kitchen team, led by Chef Orly and Chef
Anat for making this evening possible!
Seats are still available for our upcoming Greek and Mexican
dinners. Reserve your seats soon, they are selling fast!

Great food and beautiful decor at our amazing Moroccan Night at
DANI! Photos by Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video

Our Visitors from Eitz Chaim
On Monday, December 17 we were so happy to
welcome a new group of students from Eitz Chaim
to join us for a Shabbos art activity.
With our visitors, we painted Shabbos candles
pictures to take home and share with our families,
and had a fun Shabbos-themed game show hosted
on the Smartboard.

Danny, Sammy and Yaakov work on their Shabbos art with the students from Eitz
Chaim

We would like to say thank you to our new friends
from Eitz Chaim for joining us. We had a great time
meeting you all, and we hope to see you again!

Thank You for an Amazing First
Session of Our Social Programs!
Last week marked the end of this year’s first session of our
Sunday and Evening recreational programs, and we are already
looking forward to them starting back up again in January!
Our Sunday program ended the session with a day at Airborne
Trampoline. Our Monday Art program made some beautiful
New Years-themed fireworks paintings.
Our Tuesday Interactive Music program had a great time with
some music games and crafts. Our Wednesday Social groups
visited the Tunnel of Glam installation on Yonge street and
went bowling.
Special thanks to Anna and Ashleigh for coordinating our
Evening and Sunday programs, and to our staff teams for
making them happen!

Above: The Sunday program had a great time trampolining at Airborne
Below: Our Monday Evening Art program makes some fireworksthemed paintings for the New year!
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Magic Show with Magical
Entertainer Vincent
Our Day Program would like to say a big thank
you to Dori and his family for arranging a special
guest to entertain our group in honour of Dori’s
birthday.
Magical Entertainer Vincent from Toronto Party
Magicians visited us on Thursday, December 13
to put on a show for Dori and all his friends. We
all had a great time seeing Vincent’s tricks and
especially enjoyed the puppetry and illusions that
he performed.

Having lots of fun with Magical Entertainer Vincent!

We all had a great time with the show, and had
fun trying to figure out how some of our favourite
tricks worked. We also loved ending the party
with some music and dancing. Thank you to Anat
and Dori for inviting Magical Entertainer Vincent
to perform for us!

My Birthday Party
by Dori
Last week, I celebrated my birthday at DANI. We had a good
party. There was a magician he was so funny! He had a dog
puppet that was grabbing the magician’s ball. He made us
laugh so hard with my friends. Everyone laughed! I love to
laugh! Another thing he did is being silly with the magic
wand. It kept breaking every time he touched it. I loved
having all my friends at DANI celebrated with me!

Dori had a great time celebrating his birthday with all his
friends at DANI

The Chanukah Party
by Eric
Last Thursday, we had a special performer for
Chanukah. Her name was Anat. She sang us lots of
songs. She sang Chanukah songs like Maoz Tzur.
First, we did a class with Izzy. Izzy and me talked
about Chanukah and how we have the Chanukah
spirit. Me and Izzy lit the menorah. Then, Anat came
and I was singing with her. Anat had two costumes.
She had a dreidel and a doughnut costume. I
watched my friends dress up in the dreidel costume
and spin around.

Eric and Ryan with Anat Kriger

Anat gave me a yellow hat to wear when she sang. I
was singing with her. We all danced. I was singing in
the microphone with Anat. I danced with my
friends. Izzy was dancing. Kathy came to the party
and she danced with us too. I had lots of fun
watching Anat. She made Chanukah very fun for me.
After the singing, I had sufganyot. They tasted really
yummy. Anat was a very nice singer. I liked her a lot.
This made my Chanukah very happy. I want Anat to
come again because she is a great singer!
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The Chanukah Parties
by Noah
Last Thursday, we had a singer come to DANI. Her name was
Anat and she sang Chanuakh songs. She sang “Oh Chanukah,
Oh Chanukah,” “Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel” and “Maoz Tzur.” I
liked all the Chanukah songs. She brought two costumes. She
brought a dreidel costume and a doughnut costume. I dressed
up like a dreidel. I was a dreidel, I spun around. It was fun being
a dreidel. Anat sang more songs and we all danced. She also
gave us gold shiny hats to wear while we danced. She also gave
us drum sticks to play with. I liked playing with the drumsticks.
At the party, we lit the menorah and sang the songs and said
the brachos. The menorah looked very beautiful. After the
party, we got special Chanukah treats. We ate latkes and jelly
doughnuts. Anat was lots of fun and I want her to come back
again to DANI.
That night, we had another Chanukah party at DANI. A DJ came
to play music. I danced to all the songs. The DJ’s name was Eric.
All my friends were there from DANI. Efrat, Jesse, Eric, Josh,
Dori and Terri were at the party. I had lots of fun singing and
dancing with my friends. The room was decorated for
Chanukah. I was very happy that I went to the Chanukah party.
It was really good and I can’t wait for next year.

Noah had fun playing along with the drumsticks at the Chanukah
party with Anat Kriger

The Chanukah Parties
by Rita
I would like to talk about the Chanukah parties at
DANI. In the morning, a wonderful lady came and
did a dance party with my friends. We had hats at
the dance party. Izzy lit the menorah for
Chanukah. We danced. I was the dreidel and
Rebecca and Sammy were too. Guitti was the
doughnut. The staff were at the dance party.
Katie, Izzy, Anna, Neima, Rachel and Kathy were
all there. We had so much fun at the dance party.
Izzy and Eric told us the story of Chanukah and the
Jewish people. The dance was a lot of fun. We had
fun celebrating Chanukah at DANI. I danced with
Rebecca.

Rita and Guitti try on the dreidel and doughnut costumes

At the DANI Centre there was a Chanukah dance
party in the evening too. I saw my friends Terri,
Guitti, Dori, Rebecca, Talya, Ryan and Josh. Susie
lit the menorah. We ate jelly doughnuts at the
Chanukah party. The DJ Kings were there to keep
the dance party going until 9:00. I had a blast with
Rebecca doing the hula hoop. We enjoyed the
dance party and the Chanukah party at DANI. We
would like to say thank you to Susie for organizing
the night and being the host of the party. We
enjoyed the evening at the dance party. We had a
great time at the Chanukah party. Happy
Chanukah to everybody!
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The Chanukah Party
by Sammy
A lady came here for Chanukah. She sang Chanukah songs. We
lit the candles. She danced with us. Izzy lit the candles and we
sang the song. We put the menorah on the table. Everybody
was dancing. Some people put on costumes. One costume was
a dreidel. They need to turn around. The other costume was a
doughnut. She helped me put on the dreidel hat. Everyone was
singing. We sang in the microphone. I danced with the lady.
She was a good singer. Izzy was dancing. We played
drumsticks. Everyone was wearing fancy hats. I was singing in
the microphone. We had doughnuts for a treat. They had jam
in them. I liked the dancing. I want her to come back again!

Lighting the candles and singing the prayers at the start of our
Chanukah party

Hiking
by Jesse S.
On Wednesdays I go hiking. I go hiking with Katie,
Ashleigh and Nick. I go with Carolyn, Efrat,
Rebecca and Ben. We have been hiking the York
Region forest tracts. We went to North Tract.
Before we hike, we put on our jackets, hats,
gloves, snowpants, scarves and boots. We put
this on because it is cold outside. We hike in the
snow. Then, we go in the car and drive to the trail.
We listen to music in the car. Then, we go hiking.
We see trees and lots of snow. We see lots of
animals, like swans, horses, dogs, ducks and
squirrels. We hear birds. I like hiking. It is fun. I
like the trees. I like being outside. After hiking, we
drive back to DANI.

Jesse S. walking Kasper on one of the Outdoor Rec's group's snowy
hikes

It snows in the winter. The snow is white and cold.
It is nice. I make snow angels. I lie down and move
my arms and legs. I build snowmen. I roll the
snow into a snowball. I make three snowballs and
put them on top of each other. I use a carrot to
make a nose. I use buttons to make eyes and a
mouth. The snowman smiles. He is happy. I use
branches for the arms. I make a coat with
buttons. I give him a hat and a scarf. His name is
“Snowman.” I go tobogganing in the winter. I
wear a jacket, gloves, hat, boots, snowpants and
a scarf to be warm. After tobogganing, I have hot
chocolate with marshmallows. I go on hikes in the
winter. It is nice outside in the snow.

Play Practice
by Terri
We do a play practice for the play called Aladdin. I am Jasmine’s friend Manal. We practice every Monday and
Tuesday. I like to dance with the music. We have a lot of dances in play practice. Everybody has different parts in
the play. I speak a lot in the play. I look forward to the play practice. Ashleigh and Katie run the program and I wait
for my turn to speak. We are having lots of people coming to watch us perform. My family is planning to come.
We are working very hard to practice to do well. I am looking forward to performing the play on May 27.
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Girls Group
by Efrat
On Monday, I went to Promenade Mall with the Girls Group. We had coffee at Aroma. Terri, Carolyn and Guitti
came with me. Katie and Ashleigh were shopping with us. We saw Ilana at the mall yesterday. I walked around a
lot and I was tired. I had hot chocolate at Aroma. I talked to my friends. We talked about going to a movie
sometime. I like to go out with my friends. I had a good time at the mall. I would like to come back very soon.
This week, I went to Hillcrest Mall with the girls. We got drinks at Second Cup. I got a pumpkin spice latte, and Rita
got a cherry drink. Guitti got a drink and Terri got a diet Coca Cola. We talked about the weekend and we walked
around and we relaxed. We had fun! We enjoyed the mall yesterday. I like Hillcrest mall and we had the best time.
Next time, I want to go to Vaughan Mills. I want to look at Claire’s. I want to see a beautiful scarf and nail polish,
makeup, and lipstick. Next time, I want to buy some lip balm, a keychain and sunglasses. I feel happy when I am
with my friends.

CARD
by Guitti
Every Tuesday, I go to CARD. CARD is a place where I clean the
saddles of the horses. I clean them with Allan, Jesse, Alex, Rebecca
and Andrew. Ashleigh takes us to CARD in the afternoon. Ashleigh
and NIck leave the room while we work. I enjoy cleaning because
when I was little, I used to go to CARD and ride the horses there. I
like to clean and be helpful because they helped me learn to walk
when I was younger. When I was born, the doctors told them I
would never walk but this therapy at CARD helped me learn how
to walk. I am very grateful to the people who work at CARD because
they helped me with my balance. that I get to work for them and
have CARD as one of my work placements.

Guitti cleaning a saddle at CARD

Working at Cineplex
by Eli
Last weekend, I worked at the Cineplex theatre. I cleaned the floor and sprayed and wiped the tables. I don’t really
like this work. It gets boring after a while, but I do it because it’s my job and it keeps me busy and I get money from
it. My dream job would we working with celebrities and make a podcast where I’d interview them. I’d ask Isabella
Moner (actress, Instant Family) what her hobbies are. I’d also ask how and why some actors stay grounded in the
entertainment industry and some “go wild” and take the “wrong way”. I heard her sing in the end of the movie, so
I’d also ask her if that’s her singing for real and how she prepared for that. I’d like to progress at my own job and
do ticketing and theatre checks more and overall have a more frequent rotation of tasks.

The Yachad Shabbaton
by Miri
The Yachad Shabbaton is a day of fun.
The head of Yachad is Devorah Marmer.
The staff helps Devorah. They organize
drinks and food. We do games to get to
know other each other. It is fun. Other
people from DANI also come. Also, high
school students come. I love going to
the Shabbaton. I love going to the
Shabbaton.
Miri
with
friends
earlier thissongs
year
Alex
and
his some
friends
danceattoYachad
some Chanukah
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The Holidays
by Allan Lam
I celebrate Chanukah at program. On Chanukah, I celebrate the
Jewish holiday. Hanukah lasts for 8 days. On Chanukah, I light the
menorah. We light candles because of the miracle of Chanukah. On
Chanukah, we eat latkes and doughnuts. My favourite food to eat
on Chanukah is latkes. I like to spin the dreidel. On Chanukah, I like
to dance. I like to dance with my family. I like to celebrate Chanukah
at Reena and DANI. I like to sing songs. I like to play games. I play
Wheel of Fortune.
I celebrate Christmas at home. I went out for dinner with the Wong
family. I wrap presents. I ate rice for Christmas. I eat turkey. I went
to my Uncle’s House. I set up the Christmas tree. I put Christmas
balls on the Christmas tree. I put Christmas lights on the Christmas
tree. I put a Santa Claus on the Christmas tree. I put Frosty the
Snowman on the Christmas tree. I put decorations on the
Christmas tree. I ate potluck on the Christmas holiday. I ate cake on
the Christmas holiday.

Allan makes a painting to take home for the holidays

My Camp Reunion
by Josh
On Saturday night after Shabbat, at 7:00,
me and my dad went to the BAYT and I saw
camp people. It was a camp reunion. I saw
my boss Yoyo. She was there from Israel.
She came last Thursday and she is going
back to Israel this Thursday. We had music.
We ate pizza. We talked to people. All the
staff from camp were there. We were
dancing.
I saw Terri and Carolyn there. When the
music was on, there were flashing lights.
We heard camp music. I saw Noah, Efrat
and Talya. At the reunion, I watched a
movie about camp. I saw everyone! I saw
myself working at the snack bar!

Josh with his friends at camp at Camp Moshava's Colour War last summer

Yoyo is a nice lady. She is a good boss. I like
her. Sometimes when I work at the camp,
she walks around to see if I’m doing okay. If
I’m working with the little kids, she always
comes to see us. I met her at camp. My
mom talked to her on the phone about me
at camp. Yoyo came to DANI on Tuesday to
see us! I want to show her around. I’m very
happy that my boss is coming! I want her to
know what we do and what we learn at
DANI. I will tell her how we go out to the
mall and movies, and we have a play I am
excited to see her!
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Yoyo’s Visit
by Carolyn
I am very excited to see Yoyo is coming along the way from Israel.
She is getting us chocolate from Israel I am talking to Yoyo on
Whatsapp. Yoyo works for Yachad summer programs and she
makes the schedules for the summer. She is in charge of my
program at Camp Moshava.
On Wednesday night Yoyo told me that she was on her way to
Toronto. When I got home from Dani I called Yaakov moshe on
Whatsapp. I was folding my cleaned laundry I was talking Kenny on
Whatsapp.
On Thursday when I woke up I checked my WhatsApp for a second
and turn off my phone. I got ready for DANI. Then Iride came to
pick me up. When I got to DANI, I checked my WhatsApp and I saw
that Yoyo was here! I was really excited! Yoyo came to dance at the
Prosserman JCC with everyone.
On Saturday night, I saw Yoyo again at the BAYT. There was an
event called DJ Salty. It was a dance. I saw Esther Klein. She is also
from Yachad. The event was just for fun. I know some of the songs
they played. I danced with lots of people from Yachad.
On Tuesday, Yoyo came to DANI! She came into our drama class.
We all introduced ourselves. Yoyo had a great time meeting
everybody. She was here to get new job coaches for next summer
at camp.
On Wednesday, there was cookie decoration at Easy Sweets
bakery. They were in shapes like apples and squares. We decorated
them with icing. There was pink, purple, and red. I made 4 cookies.
Mine were apples. I took them home in a container. We had pizza
for dinner. It was so good! Yoyo was there too. The event was her
idea. Her idea was great!

Yoyo and Carolyn taking silly pictures together at the Camp
Moshava Winter Event

It was great seeing Yoyo! My favourite part of her visit was the
bakery because there was pizza and we sang songs from circle time
at Camp Moshava. I want Yoyo to come visit again!

What We’re Working On
Our Art class is still hard at work preparing
beautiful pieces for this year’s Art Night, which
is very quickly approaching!
Our Social Games group decided to keep
playing dreidel, even now that Chanukah is
over! We’ve had such a great time playing the
game together.
Our Independent Living class has been working
on the steps involved in setting realistic goals
for ourselves.

Art, games and cooking -- three of our favourite activities!

Our Cooking class is getting ready for the soonto-be snowy weather with some snowball
cookies!
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Friend
by Deborah
What is a friend and what does friendship even mean? I was going to Google the words
friend and friendship and then type up their definition, but decided against it; for the truth
is, these words have a different meaning and significance to each and every one of us. It
doesn’t matter what the dictionary’s most recent definition is, it only matters what is in
your heart. Your own personal definition will change for each person who enters your
life. Each person whom you personally call a friend is different and unique from one
another; no two people are the same, hence neither will be the definition.
Kind, compassionate and empathetic.
Warm, smiling, giving blessings when you don’t expect one to be given.
Generosity which never ceases.
Sense of humour to help you feel at ease.
Calm temperament.
Never complains, even during a tough situation.
Respectful of others.
Thank you I.B. for entering my life; this article is dedicated to you.

