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DANI Days
DANI HOPES EVERYONE ENJOYED OUR
PRODUCTION OF BEAUTY AND THE BEAST!
Announcements
A reminder to all families in our Day Program that DANI will be closed on
Friday, June 15 for a PD Day.
A reminder to all families in our Day Program that DANI will be closed for the
first two weeks of July, from Monday, July 2 until Friday, July 13. Program
will resume the following week. Please let Jordan know of any expected
absences during the months of July and August.
Now that we are moving toward summer weather, please make sure to send
all participants with a sun hat and sunscreen. Please communicate with staff
about any concerns relating to outdoor activities, sunscreen or heat
sensitivity to ensure everyone can have the best time outdoors!
Thank you all for your continued support of our newsletter. As always,
everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles or ideas. Any
contributions to the newsletter can be sent to Rachel Albert at

newsletter@dani-toronto.com

Contents
Announcements........………..……..1
Welcome Elvin…………………..……..1
Bop to the Music…….....………….…2
Jewish Disability Network…..….….2
Mother’s Day Tea………………………2
Pop-Up Lunch Partners….……..…..2
DANI’s 12th Annual Gala......………3
Behind the Scenes of Beauty and
the Beast……..………….………….…….3
The Play by Efrat……….……....….….4
CARD by Jesse S……………………..….4
Netivot Concert by Ryan………..….4
Sunnybrook Park by Alex….……….5
My Birthday by Rebecca……..…….5
Mother’s Day by Josh……......….….5
Mother’s Day by Rita.……..…………5
Mother’s Day by Sammy……………6
My Long Weekend by Carolyn…..6
My Busy Weekend by Noah.……..6
Work Placement Updates…….…...7
What We’re Working On……..……7
Canada by Deborah………….…...….8

Welcome Elvin!
We would like to give a warm welcome to Elvin, who has joined us this month as a new Social Service Worker
placement student from Seneca College. Elvin will be helping us in our Day Program, and we have already had the
opportunity to meet and start working with him. We would like to wish Elvin a warm welcome, and we are looking
forward to working together!

For a behind-the-scenes look at Beauty and the Beast Jr.,
see page 3
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Bop to the Music
Please join us on Tuesday, June 5 for our last Bop the
Music evening before the summer! Join us at the DANI
Centre from 7:30 until 9:15 pm for another amazing
evening of dancing and music with Eric from DJ Kings.
Everyone is welcome! The fee for this event will be $10
per person, and support staff (if needed) are free. Please
invite your friends and family to join us for an amazing
evening of dancing, singing, food and fun!
RSVP is a must. Please contact Susie at ssokol@danitoronto.com or 905-889-3264 ext. 226 if interested in
attending

Jewish Disability Network
by Susie
We are so excited to launch this new group. It will provide an online interactive voice that will allow us to share
our experiences and knowledge. Our goal is to encourage healthy and supportive discussion that will enrich our
rewarding yet challenging lives. Our goal is to share, support and learn from and with each other in a positive
expression. Please keep in mind-that information presented is purely informal. Members from all over the world
are welcome! To join us, visit: https://www.facebook.com/groups/JewishDisabilityNetwork/

DANI’s 5th Annual Mother’s Day
Brunch and High Tea
We would like to thank everyone for choosing DANI
for your Mother’s Day this year. Our 5th Annual
Brunch and High Tea offered two seatings to
celebrate the women in your life.
We were glad to be able to celebrate with you and we
hope everyone enjoyed our delicious Mother’s Day
treats!

Left: Guests enjoying their Mother's Day brunch
Right: Our delicious yogurt bar!

Our Pop-Up Lunch Partners
Our Pop-Up crews won’t let the heat stop them! In the
past two weeks, our teams visited MegaComfort,
Danilack Middle School, Ohr HaEmet Sephardic School,
Chai Lifeline and H&R!
We now also excited to announce that we are now using
Square, so all credit cards and Interac are now accepted!
We are already beginning to look ahead to next year and
are starting to take reservations for fall 2018. If
interested, contact Ash at atabak@dani-toronto.com
Our Pop-Up Lunch program provides COR dairy lunch
options prepared by the DANI kitchen, and served at
your location by a crew of our adults. To find out more
about our program, please visit our website at:
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-popup-lunch/
Our Pop-Up Lunch team delivering delicious Kosher meals!
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DANI’s 12th Annual Gala
On Wednesday, May 23 DANI hosted its 12th Annual Gala,
honouring Michelle Otis for her passion and dedication
to enhancing functional literacy skills for our adults. We
would like to thank Dr. Jeremy Rezmovitz for his
introduction to the evening’s events, and David Sudaley
for the live music.
This year, our event was held at the Sephardic Kehila
Centre, and it was a stunning evening! We would like to
thank all of our generous sponsors for making this event
possible.
We would also like to thank our guest speaker Maayan
Ziv, an activist, photographer and entrepreneur who
founded AccessNow, an app to map the accessibility of
public spaces worldwide. Her app aims to map as many
places as possible with information about accessibility,
and to help transform more spaces into accessible ones
by removing barriers.
Guests also were very touched to see a slideshow of
DANI’s programs over the years, and had the opportunity
to bid on a number of excellent prizes during our silent
auction, including a new Hero in the Mirror piece by our
Art Program. One lucky winner of our raffle also received
a beautiful jewellery set! We would like to thank
everyone for supporting our Gala evening, and we hope
to see you all again next year!

Some of the highlights of our 12th Annual Gala. Photos by Andrew
Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video

A Behind-the-Scenes Look at
Beauty and the Beast Jr!
On behalf of our Day Program, we would like to thank
everyone for coming out to support this year’s 6th
Annual Play: Beauty and the Beast Jr. last night!
To give our actors a chance to relax and to write about
their experiences in their own words, full coverage of
the play will be in our next DANI Days newsletter, on
Wednesday, June 13. We would like to encourage
everyone who attended to send in pictures or articles
about the show!
Special thanks to our staff team and volunteers for all
of their help with the show. We would like to give a
special shout out to Katie for her work as assistant
director this year, and to Ashleigh for her
commitment to the play while on maternity leave.

A behind-the-scenes look at one of our dress rehearsals

In the meantime, we are excited to offer you a small
behind-the-scenes look at one of our dress rehearsals.
Our actors worked so hard all year to rehearse their
lines and their dances, and we are so proud of
everyone for all of their hard work!
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The Play
by Efrat
This article was written in the weeks leading up to the play.
For more of our actors’ own words about this year’s
production, please see the next volume of the DANI Days
newsletter.
Everybody at DANI is in the play. I play Babette. She is a
feather duster. Carina is my partner. We dance and read in
the play. The play is about the beast and he is in love with
the girl. I like dancing in the play. My favourite part is
saying “Care for a blanket, monsieur?” We practice the
play at DANI. The play is going to be at the Performing Arts
Center. May 28 is the day of the play. We practice every
Monday and Tuesday. We do a play every year. The play is
nice. Everybody is in it. My parents are going to see the
play. We practice a lot. The play will be amazing!

Efrat saying her line "Care for a blanket, monsieur?"

CARD
by Jesse S.
I go to CARD with Katie and Tal. I go with Alex, Rebecca, and Guitti. It was nice outside. I work at CARD. I work with
the saddles. I clean the saddles with the sponge. I work with Rebecca. Rebecca cleans the saddles. I take turns with
Alex. I hold the saddles and Rebecca holds the sponge. When we finish the saddles, we go back to DANI People
ride horses at CARD. When I was little, I went to CARD. My horse’s name is Brandy. CARD is on Dufferin and Steeles.
We go there in the car. I go to CARD on Tuesdays at 1:00. We are there for 2 hours. I work at CARD because it is
fun. I like to see the horse. They say neigh. People ride on the horses. CARD was fun. It was nice because it is nice
outside.

Netivot Concert
by Ryan
I went to a concert with Rebecca, Jesse, Alex, Terri,
Carolyn, Talya, Raphael, Guitti, Jordan and Rachel.
We spent most of the time with the Netivot
students. Everyone danced together.
I danced to the music, hung out and talked to
people. I saw people I didn’t know and people I am
friends with. The people were friendly and I really
liked that. I loved everything.
The best part was the dancing. The event took place
at Netivot in a big room. It is not far from DANI
because it is on Atkinson. The event took place on
Friday, May 11 at 10:30 am. We got back to DANI
before 12:00 so we could have lunch.
Ryan dancing with the students at Netivot

We went because we had no idea about it and
wanted to try it. Everyone had a good time. It is
important to give back to the community. It was fun
and everyone was nice.
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Sunnybrook Park
by Alex
I went walking at Sunnybrook Park. I went with the Sunday
Program. I walked with Jenny, Ryan and Rebecca. I walked
with Roy, and Barry. Maya was there too. Edwards Gardens
was cancelled. It was postponed. Edwards Gardens was too
busy. I went to Sunnybrook instead. I went on the swing. I
went on the slide. I sat down on the grass. Sunnybrook is on
Bayview and Lawrence. I went in the van.
We went on Sunday, May 13. We went to the park at 2 pm
We were there for 2 hours. I went to Sunnybrook because
Edwards Gardens was busy I liked Sunnybrook park because
it was nice weather. We spent 2 hours at the park. We went
back to DANI at 4 pm.

Alex and his friends relaxing at Sunnybrook Park

My Birthday
by Rebecca
My birthday is soon! It is on May 22nd! I hope
there is a party at DANI with lots of balloons. I
want to eat pizza and chocolate ice cream with
syrup! I want to decorate with sparkles and eat
cheese cake. I hope I get lots of presents tied with
a bow and I hope Kasper is there so I can pat him
gently.

Rebecca under the balloon arc at the JCC

Mother’s Day
by Josh
I spent Mother’s Day with my mom and dad. We went for supper at Swiss Chalet. I ate chicken, fries and Coke.
Mom and Dad had the same. We had cake after supper. On Thursday, I made a card and I gave my mom flowers.
The best part was that my mom liked the card I gave her. It said “Happy Mother’s Day!” At Swiss Chalet, we ate
the food and gave a card. We went for supper at 6:00 on Sunday after DANI. We went there because it is my mom’s
favourite restaurant. We got there by car because my dad drove. We all liked eating and spending time together.

Mother’s Day
by Rita
I will talk about Mother’s Day. I made pancakes for lunch with
my mom on Mother’s Day. I went for a walk with my mom
and my dog Andy. Rachel and Andrew came over to celebrate
Mothers Day. We ordered Swiss Chalet and my mom got
flowers. I took a family picture with my mom, Andrew and
Rachel. We had a great Mother’s Day.
I made a Mother’s Day card for my mom. She was very
excited to get the card and the flowers. I love my mom very
much. We had a wonderful Mother’s Day. It was a great time.
It was the best day. I gave my mom chocolate bars, and
Andrew and Rachel gave her flowers. Happy Mother’s Day to
everyone!

A photo Rita took of her mom, her brother-in-law, and her sister
on Mother's Day
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Mother’s Day
by Sammy
Mother’s Day is on Sunday. I will take her out for dinner. Her favourite food is macaroni. I have 10 siblings. Half
are brothers and the other half are sisters. Everyone lives in Toronto. I don’t know what they’ll do for Mother’s
Day. I love my mother because she is so nice. She makes me dinner, helps me make my bed, and she makes me
laugh. My mom makes sure I am awake to come to DANI on time. She always makes sure I am happy and on time
to work.
After DANI I go home and watch TV with my mom. We watch any show she likes. I know she is happy watching TV
because she laughs. I like it when she cooks vegetable soup and macaroni. She is an amazing cook! When I was
little she took me to Spain. I always say thank you that she took me to Spain. I love my mom every day.

My Long Weekend
by Carolyn
I was looking forward to my long weekend. On
Friday morning, I had breakfast at home. I put my
script for Beauty and the Beast in my backpack, and
I packed up all my stuff. I made sure my charger was
in my bag. We left home, and we went to Aurora to
pick up Marianne. I saw Justin was helping
Marianne pack the car. We got some bread at the
Longo’s plaza. Marianne made a sandwich for the
car ride on the way to the cottage.
The weather was really rainy. On Saturday, I
painted the bird house with Marianne. That night, I
went to Brian and Debra’s place for dinner. Liam
was playing the guitar, and Victoria was singing
some songs. We had to make 2 trips. The second
round, I took Debra’s raincoat. It was really pouring
very hard! Jess was holding a flashlight. Rachel,
Justin and I got soaked! My glasses had water drops
on them. On Sunday, I watched the boys put the
new dock in to the lake. We chilled on the new dock
all day.
On Monday, I went with Matt to get Pam, Paul, Joel,
and Jenna plus her baby Josepheine at the dock. I
was sitting at the front of the boat. I was talking to
Paul on the boat. We got to our dock. Marianne
poured us a cup of white wine. I had a great
weekend with the Gullo’s.

The birdhouse Carolyn made on her long weekend

My Busy Weekend
by Noah
On Monday, I went to the JCC and played soccer with Tzvi. On the weekend, my friends and I went to Chabad Gate
for a Yachad dance. It was awesome! We dance with the dance teacher. On Sunday, it was Mother’s Day. My
parents, my sister, my cousins and my grandmother had dinner in my grandmother’s place. We had chicken, and
ice cream for dessert with sprinkles on top. On Sunday morning, I went to Friendship Circle at Chabad. Ryan,
Rebecca and Efrat were there too. It was the last time until October. We had an end of the year party.
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An Art Piece for the Gala
Our “Hero in the Mirror” art is really starting to become
famous! Ever since the project was debuted at this
year’s Art Night, we have been commissioned to make
several more!
This year, our Art class even made one special piece
that was featured at DANI’s Gala. Our artists worked
hard to cover another large canvas with our pieces from
superhero comic books to auction off at the Gala.

Our artists hard at work preparing a new Hero in the Mirror piece for this
year's Gala

We were so happy to have our work on display for
everyone, and that it could be auctioned off to help
support our programs!

Work Placement Updates: Holiday
Pet Care
Our group has really been enjoying our placement at
Holiday Pet Care! Each week, a group visits this dog
daycare and boarding service to spend time playing
with the dogs and giving them some extra attention.
Aside from playing with the dogs and petting them, we
have also enjoyed learning about how to treat dogs
who are older or have physical limitations. Our group
has learned about where to pet these dogs, and how to
tell when the dog has had enough.
Over the course of the year, our team have all become
much more comfortable interacting with the dogs and
have a lot of fun with them! We would like to thank
Holiday Pet Care again for welcoming us each week,
and we are looking forward to our next visit!
Our Holiday Pet Care group enjoys spending time with the dogs

What We’re Working On
Our Book Study class is drawing very close to the end of
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. With just a few
chapters left, we are looking forward to finding out
what happens next!
Our Budgeting class has been learning to do
comparison shopping, using flyers to check and
compare the prices of items to know how to get the
best deals.
Our Cooking class has enjoyed making some delicious
treats! Recently, the group made some banana
chocolate chip muffins, and revisited a favourite from
earlier in the year – a triple cheese dip!
Steven and Jesse G. help out in Cooking class

Our Dance class has had a great time learning new
Zumba routines to our favourite popular songs each
week with Netta, as well as practicing some of our old
favourites. We have had a great time learning some
new moves!
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CANADA
By Deborah
Red and white
Strong and free
This is what Canada means to me.
Snow and ice
Maple syrup and embodying nice
This is what Canada means to me.
Canadian Loons and Geese
Citizens inhabiting in peace
This is what Canada means to me.
TTC and York Region Transit
Darting for the bus in frantic
This is what Canada means to me.
Red and white
Strong and free
This is Canada, this is me.

