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Announcements 
 

A reminder to all families in our Day Program that DANI will be closed on 
Monday, May 21 for Victoria Day.  
 
This year’s annual play is quickly approaching! We would like to remind 
everyone that on Friday, May 25 it is expected that all actors will be at DANI 
for our final opportunity to practice the entire show, including costumes, 
before our performance.  

On Sunday, May 6, DANI will be selling delicious treats to support this year’s 
8th annual Kicking for Kids Soccerthon, which supports kids with disaiblities 
at Beit Issie Shapiro in Israel and impacts people with disabilities globally. For 
more information, please visit www.kickingforkids.com  

Thank you all for your continued support of our newsletter. As always, 
everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles or ideas. Any 
contributions to the newsletter can be sent to Rachel Albert at 

newsletter@dani-toronto.com 
 
 
 

DANI HOPES EVERYONE IS ENJOYING THE 
WARMER WEATHER! 

DANI 
501 Clark Avenue West 
Thornhill, ON, L4J 4E5 

WWW.DANI-TORONTO.COM 
Phone: 905-889-3264 

Email: info@dani-toronto.com 
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To find out more about our Cooking class with students 
from Netivot, see page 4 

 

To find out more about our Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebrations, see 
pages 4 and 5 

Thank You to All Our College Placement Students 

In the last two weeks, our Day Program said goodbye and good luck to all of the college students who joined us 
this year as part of their field placements. This year, we welcomed students from Seneca College, Durham College, 
George Brown College and Ryerson University studying from a variety of programs, including Social Work and 
Social Service Work, Child and Youth Care, and Behaviour Science. These students became an integral part of our 
program, and we would like to wish them all the best of luck! We thank you all for your hard work and dedication 
throughout the year, and we hope to see you all again soon! 

 

http://www.kickingforkids.com/
mailto:newsletter@dani-toronto.com
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Our Pop-Up Lunch Partners 

Our Pop-Up Lunch crews are would like to thank 
everyone for their continued support! In the past two 
weeks, our teams visited Mega Comfort, Chai Lifeline, 
H&R, Canview, and Tap Mango. Our team also paid their 
first visit to Ohr HaEmet Sephardic School! 
 
We are also excited to announce that our Pop-Up now 
takes credit cards and debit! We are already beginning 
to look ahead to next year, and are starting to take 
reservations for fall 2018. If interested, contact Ash at 
atabak@dani-toronto.com 
 
Our Pop-Up Lunch program provides COR dairy lunch 
options prepared by the DANI kitchen, and served at 
your location by a crew of our adults. To find out more 
about our program, please visit our website at: 
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-
up-lunch/ 
  

 

DANI’s 6th Annual Play 
 

We are all so excited for this year’s annual play! This 
year, we will be performing Beauty and the Beast Jr. on 
Monday, May 28 at 7 pm at the Richmond Hill Centre 
for the Performing Arts. 

Rehearsals have been underway all year, where we’ve 
had the opportunity to practice our lines and learn 
choreography for many new dances. The show is very 
quickly approaching, and we can’t wait for everyone to 
see it! 

Tickets are now available! Prime tickets will be available 
for $30, and general tickets for $20. To buy your ticket, 
please visit www.dani-toronto.com/beautyandthebeast 
We hope to see you all there! 

Our Pop-Up Lunch teams in action at Ohr HaEmet and Chai Lifeline 

 

DANI’s 12th Annual Gala 

DANI is excited to invite everyone to celebrate with us 
at our 12th Annual Gala Dinner, which will be held on 
Wednesday, May 23 at the Sephardic Kehila Centre. 
The evening will begin at 7:00 pm, with cocktails and a 
silent auction, followed by dinner and a raffle draw. 
 
This year, our Gala honours the exceptional and 
distinctive Literacy Program that educates, instructs, 
and elevates each of our adults. We are recognizing 
Michelle Otis for her passionate dedication to helping 
our adults build their literacy abilities. 
 
Sponsorship opportunities are available. To find out 
more or to purchase your tickets, please visit 
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/dani-12th-annual-gala-
dinner-tickets-45178644542 
 

mailto:atabak@dani-toronto.com
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
http://www.dani-toronto.com/beautyandthebeast
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/dani-12th-annual-gala-dinner-tickets-45178644542
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/dani-12th-annual-gala-dinner-tickets-45178644542
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Shavuot Tasty Treat Show 

On Wednesday, May 9 DANI is excited to host a pre-
Shavuot cooking demonstration featuring Chef Orly!  
 
Join us at the DANI Centre at 7 pm to watch Chef Orly 
prepare special Shavuot dishes, and sample some of our 
famous DANI Delights desserts! The evening will also 
feature Nature’s Best cheese selections, and selected 
wines from Tzafona Cellars.  
 
Please register early, since seating is limited to 50 
people! The cost for this event is $36 per person. Please 
visit us online at www.dani-toronto.com/shavuot to 
reserve your place! 
 
We are also excited to announce that delicious Shavuot 
treats are now available to order from the DANI kitchen, 
including cheesecakes, cheese blintzes, quiche, and 
lasagna. Orders must be placed by Friday, May 11 at 
noon. Contact Anita at amiller@dani-toronto.com or by 
calling 905-889-3264 ext. 227 to place your orders! 

Celebrate Mother’s Day at DANI 

Please join us on Sunday, May 13 to celebrate 
Mother’s Day with DANI’s 5th annual Mother’s Day 
Brunch and High Tea. We are offering a brunch 
seating at 10:30 am, and a high tea seating at 3:00 pm. 

This year, our Brunch will feature a delicious Build 
Your Own Yogurt bar with a variety of toppings, and 
our High Tea will feature a Build Your Own Blintz bar, 
with an assortment of savoury toppings. 

If interested in booking a table, please visit our 
website at www.dani-toronto.com/mothersday for 
more information and to reserve your seats. Please 
book early since space is limited!We are looking 
forward to celebrating with you! 

 

 

Happy 70th Birthday, Israel! 

On Tuesday, May 15 DANI is hosting a special dinner in 
honour of Israel’s 70th birthday. Please join us at the 
DANI Centre for a delicious 5-course dinner prepared by 
Chef Orly, music by The DJ Kings, and inspiring words by 
an Israeli pioneer.  
 
Partial proceeds from this event will support Special in 
Uniform, a unique program that integrates young people 
with a variety of disabilities into the Israel Defence 
Forces. 
 
For more information or to reserve your seats, visit 
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/happy-70th-israel-tickets-
45422468827 
 

http://www.dani-toronto.com/shavuot
mailto:amiller@dani-toronto.com
http://www.dani-toronto.com/mothersday
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/happy-70th-israel-tickets-45422468827
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/happy-70th-israel-tickets-45422468827
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Cooking with Netivot 
 
Every year, our Day Program enjoys having the 
opportunity to connect with local schools and spend 
some time with the students there.  
 
Last week, a group of Grade 7 boys visited our Cooking 
class to bake soft pretzels together. We all had a good 
time getting to know the students and sharing with 
them a little of what we do at DANI. 
 
The highlight of the visit was working together to 
prepare some delicious soft pretzels to enjoy as an 
afternoon snack! We had a great time with the 
students, and would like to thank them for coming. We 
hope to see you again soon! 

 
Making soft pretzels with students from Netivot. Top row photos by DANI 

staff, bottom row by Rabbi Ariel Erani 

From Snow Days to Sunny Days! 

It’s amazing how quickly the weather has turned 
around from the last winter storm, to such beautiful 
sunny days! 

Just a couple of weeks ago, we had such an icy day that 
only a few of us were able to safely make it to DANI. 
That group decided “The show must go on!” and 
committed to doing their best to continue rehearsals 
for our annual play, even with just a handful of actors 
stepping in to play each role. 

Last week, we were thrilled to be able to spend more 
time outdoors and enjoy the sunshine! We spent an 
amazing afternoon at the park, learning how to play 
frisbee, swinging on the swings, and just having fun 
being outside again!  

Top row: Leiba and Yaakov enjoy the swing 
Bottom: Ben and Andrew learn to play frisbee with Rickie 

DANI Celebrates Yom Ha’Atzmaut 

On Thursday, April 19 DANI celebrated Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut, a holiday that commemorates the Israeli 
Declaration of Independence. This year marked Israel’s 
70th year as a nation! 

To celebrate, we spent some time after our morning 
davening routine watching a short video that talked 
about the history of Israel over the past 70 years. 

 We also took the opportunity to share what we like 
about Israel or what we would like to see in Israel during 
our morning Thankful circle.  

During Music class, Ellen helped us celebrate with some 
Israeli music, giving us the perfect chance to sing along, 
dance, and march with the Israeli flag!  

We hope everyone enjoyed their Yom Ha’Atzmaut 
celebrations! Marching with the flag during Music 
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Yom Ha’atzmaut 
by Rita 

 
I will talk about the holiday Yom Ha’atzmaut. It was 
Israel’s Independence Day. I watched a video about Israel 
with my friends at DANI. We enjoyed the video. Natan 
did a prayer for Israel. Independence Day is a very special 
holiday for me and my friends and to the staff.  

We stood for the anthem in the morning. I saw the Israeli 
flag. It was Israel’s birthday. Israel is 70 years old. It was 
wonderful to celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut with singing and 
dancing at DANI. Guitti, Natan and Jeff held the flag and 
we had a wonderful time celebrating.  

 

Yom Ha'Atzmaut at DANI 

The Ice Storm 
by Rebecca 

 

We had an ice storm. I saw the snow. It was icy. 
Mom drove me to DANI. It was slippery! The 
snow was falling. I saw snow outside. I wore 
boots. I saw my friends at DANI. I listened to 
Beauty and the Beast. I had fun. I coloured some 
balloons for a birthday card. I did drumming with 
Caitlyn. I saw Rita. I had fun at DANI. Rebecca (in background) watches her friends dance to a song from 

Beauty and the Beast 

Shopping with Tzvi 
by Rafi 

 
On Tuesdays, I go shopping with Tzvi. We go to 
Dollarama to buy candles and ribbons for the Shabbos 
candles program. We go to Staples to recycle old 
batteries. I give the batteries to the woman and she 
puts them in a recycling box.  
 
If we need to buy food or drinks for the DANI kitchen, 
we go to No Frills or Sobeys. If we need to use a 
shopping trolley, I push it around the store. I like to go 
shopping. 

 
Rafi helps pick up some items for DANI 

DANI 
by Emmanuel 

 
On Mondays, we go to play basketball. I go with Jesse, 
Josh, Dori, Alex and Ryan. We play a game. We play in 
the gym. We play soccer too. I like basketball. I talk with 
my friends. I like my friends. 
 
On Wednesdays, I go to work with Tal and Ilana. I work 
with Andrew and Steven. We throw the boxes in the 
bin. We break the boxes. After work, we come back to 
DANI. I like to work.  
 Emmanuel throwing away boxes at Tomchei Shabbos 
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My Best Friend Andrew 
by Raphael 

 

Andrew is my best friend. He helps me clean up. At the end of the day, we play games together at DANI. 

He is my friend because he likes me. I feel happy that he is my best friend.  
 

The Play 
by Jesse S. 

 
I am Lumiere in the play. The play this year is Beauty and 
the Beast. My partner in the play is Moshe. Mo helps me 
with my lines. My favourite part of the play is dancing.  I 
like the dance to the song Be our Guest. The play is on 
May 28th. The play is at Richmond Hill Centre for the 
Performing Arts. 
 
Daddy, Mommy and Adam are coming to the play. I feel 
happy that they will see me in the play. Lumiere is a 
candelabra. He has flames. My costume is yellow, I am 
excited to wear my costume. 
 
On May 28th we go to the Richmond Hill Centre for the 
Performing Arts early to do a run through and then we 
have dinner. After dinner, we put on our costumes and 
get our faces painted. Once we are ready, we get our 
microphones. Then we perform the play for our family 
and friends.  
 
After the play we go back on the stage for our final bows. 
The day after the play we have a chilled morning. If it’s 
ready we watch the DVD of our performance. 
 

Jesse and his friends practice a dance for Beauty and the Beast 

The Play 
by Sammy 

 

In the beginning of the year when I came to DANI, I 
saw that every year there is a play. I wrote before 
about wanting to join the play and have a part. 
Guess what?! I am in the play! I am saying some lines 
and I am in one of the dances. I am so excited!  
 

I hope my family will come to the play and see 
everyone from DANI. Although I only have a few 
lines, I don’t remember them so well yet. I know that 
I will do my best to learn my lines and be amazing!  
 
The play will be on May 28 at the Richmond Hill 
Theatre. I will bring my walker because I don’t want 
to fall on the stage. I wonder what costume I will 
wear. I hope I will not look funny! I am very excited 
for the play! 
 

Sammy likes to sit up front for each play rehearsal so he can see everything, 
like this scene! 
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Drama 
by Danny 

 

I like drama. I don’t know what I like best about drama. I 

like watching play practice. The dances are exciting and a 

lot of fun. My favourite part is Belle. The songs are great. 

My mom and dad will see me in the play. The play is 

Beauty and the Beast. I will be dressed up in the play as a 

villager. Everyone is working very hard to make the play 

good. 
 

Watching a play rehearsal and listening to the great music! 

The Play 
by Guitti 

 
On Monday, May 28 DANI is doing a play called Beauty 
and the Beast. Ever Monday morning and Tuesday 
morning we practice at DANI. I am an old ugly lady, and 
then I become pretty. I am the enchantress. I turn Izzy 
into the beast. I feel sad about being ugly in the play, 
but I’m really happy that I will become pretty! 

I am looking forward to seeing my grandmother, my 
cousins, my aunt and my friends to come see me and 
my friends from DANI. The play is at 7:00. We will eat 
pizza for dinner. We go to the theatre early to practice 
for the play and then at 6:00 we eat dinner. We dance 
to the music. I feel good about the play because I am 

doing a good job practicing. I feel excited about the 
play because my family and friends are coming to 
watch me! 

 

Efrat and Josh work with Carolyn at Chasdei Kaduri 

Chasdei Kaduri 
by Carolyn 

 

On Wednesday after lunch at DANI, I go to Chasdei 
Kaduri. I go with Carina, Josh, Eli, Efrat, and sometimes 
Sammy. We put products in the bag. They have food 
products like sometimes grape juice, cereal, cans of tuna, 
and packages of candles from us. The candles are for 
Shabbat. We put the products in a bag and there are all 
different kinds of routes. The route is the different 
families who get the products. 
 
We fill the bag, and we put the bag on the trolley. We get 
another bag and we do the same thing over and over 
again. I like putting the products in the bags. They are for 
people who need food. It’s like a donation. I like helping 
people. It’s not my favourite job. I love going to Bobby’s 
Warehouse more. Next year, maybe I could work at 
Bobby’s instead because I like to work independently. It 
was my first year working at Chasdei Kaduri. I like trying 
something new.  
 

Even on an icy day and with fewer people at DANI, the show still went on! 
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Dave & Busters 
by Alex 

 
I played basketball with Jenny. I played The Simpsons. 
It was a soccer game. I played Wheel of Fortune. I 
played video games. I was with Neima, Ray, Barry, 
Rebecca, Ryan, and Eric. I played football. I threw the 
ball to Jenny Ryan and Rebecca. Eric threw the ball to 
Neima. Roy played basketball with Jenny. I played 
basketball.  
 
I went on the DANI bus. Jordan drove the bus. Dave 
and Busters is on Highway 7. We drove on Clark. We 
were at Dave and Busters for 2 hours. We went on 
April 22. It was for Sunday Program. I like Dave and 
Busters because I like basketball. I like to play baseball. 
I hit the ball. I played a soccer video game. My 
favourite game was hockey because I like shooting the 
puck. I liked going to Dave and Busters. 
 

Alex playing games at Dave & Busters 

Dave & Busters 
by Josh 

 
On Sunday, we went to Dave & Busters. They have video 
games and arcade games. I played basketball, racing, 
bowling and skeeball. There were a lot of people there. 
There were a lot of TVs with sports games on. I liked 
playing the games, and I won a lot of tickets. Next time, I 
want to play more basketball because I am very good at it. 
Next time, I also want to play more car games because it 
felt like I was driving. We went on Sunday, April 22. I wish 
that next time we can win more tickets and get bigger 
prizes, like the stuffed animals or the games. Another 
thing that I liked was the music. It was very exciting. We 
stayed there for about an hour and a half. I hope we can 
stay longer next time.  
 

Josh playing basketball at Dave & Busters 

My Cousin’s Birthday 
by Noah 

 
We went to Montreal for the weekend for my cousin Jillian’s birthday party. My dad was driving, and my sister Rebecca 
also drove. We stayed two nights at a hotel. The party was good. I enjoyed the music, dancing and eating. I danced, and 
I had vanilla cake for dessert. The best part of the party was dancing. I like to dance. It was in a big hall. There was no 
elevator, so I had to go up one floor and it was hard for me. After we had dinner, we went back to the hotel. On Monday 
we drove back home. I did not want to leave because I liked it a lot to be with my whole family.  
 

What We’re Working On 

Our Cooking class baked a delicious chocolate cake 
to celebrate our placement students’ last day.  

Our Parsha class has been learning about how we 
can show respect to our parents.  

Our Book Study group has been making great 
progress on The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe! 

Jesse G. helps bake the cake for the students 
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ME 

by Deborah 

 

At DANI I am just me 

At times truly feeling carefree 

While other days laughing, content and full of glee. 

At DANI I feel embraced 

And lovingly encased 

As if I am worthy of being in first place. 

To the world I implore 

Hear my loud roar 

For there is more to me than you will ever know! 

I would like to dedicate this quote to the entire DANI organization and team: "The ones who 
notice the storms in your eyes, the silence in your voice and the heaviness in your 

heart are the ones you need to let in." – Unknown 

Thank you, for letting me let you in. 

 


