
April 4, 2018   Vol. 76 

DANI Days: Special Edition 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

A reminder to all families in our Day Program that this week the DANI kitchen 
will be closed. Participants in the Day Program must bring their own 
lunches, snacks and drinks. Also, during Passover the front door will be 
locked, so everyone is asked to use the side Program Room door upon 
arrival.  
 
Please note that DANI will be closed on Friday, April 6 for the end of 
Passover.  
 
Interested in seeing more of our day-to-day activities? Follow DANI_Toronto 
on Instagram to see photos from our many amazing programs! 
 
Thank you all for your continued support of our newsletter. As always, 
everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles or ideas. Any 
contributions to the newsletter can be sent to Rachel Albert at 
newsletter@dani-toronto.com 
 
 
 

DANI WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE A HAPPY 
PASSOVER! 

DANI 
501 Clark Avenue West 
Thornhill, ON, L4J 4E5 

WWW.DANI-TORONTO.COM 
Phone: 905-889-3264 

Email: info@dani-toronto.com 
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To find out more about our amazing 5th Annual Art Night, 
see pages 3-8. Photo above by Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo 

& Video 

Can you guess who was our latest satisfied Pop-Up Lunch 
customer? See page 2 for details 

In Case You Missed It: 105.9 Featuring DANI’s Art Night 

We would like to give a huge thank you to Rosie Ferguson of the radio station 105.9 The Region for choosing 
DANI’s Art Night as an item to be featured on The Feed. Anna and Stephanie spoke to Rosie about all of the 
amazing work we do at DANI, as well as offering some more insight into our Art program and this year’s Art Night. 
We really appreciated the opportunity to be hosted on your show and for your support! For those who may have 
missed it, please visit: https://soundcloud.com/user-338287287/the-feed-2018-03-17 to listen. Fast forward 
to the 37.5 minute mark to hear our piece! Thank you again to Rosie, and to 105.9  reporter Rob Pagetto for 
coming to the show! 

 

mailto:newsletter@dani-toronto.com
https://soundcloud.com/user-338287287/the-feed-2018-03-17
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Our Pop-Up Lunch Partners 

Our Pop-Up Lunch crews are always busy! During the 
week of our Art Night, our teams visited Canview, Chai 
Lifeline, and Cornerstone.  
 
Last week, our team paid their first visit to a brand new 
customer – Coca-Cola Canada HQ! We would like to 
thank everyone at Coca-Cola for their hospitality and 
generosity. We are looking forward to visiting you again! 
 
Our Pop-Up Lunch program provides COR dairy lunch 
options prepared by the DANI kitchen, and served at 
your location by a crew of our adults. To find out more 
about our program, please visit our website at: 
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-
up-lunch/ 
  

 

DANI’s 6th Annual Play 
 

We are all so excited for this year’s annual play! This 
year, we will be performing Beauty and the Beast Jr. on 
Monday, May 28 at 7 pm at the Richmond Hill Centre 
for the Performing Arts. 

Rehearsals have been underway all year, where we’ve 
had the opportunity to practice our lines and learn 
choreography for many new dances. The show is very 
quickly approaching, and we can’t wait for everyone to 
see it! 

Tickets are now available! Prime tickets will be available 
for $30, and general tickets for $20. To buy your ticket, 
please visit www.dani-toronto.com/beautyandthebeast 
We hope to see you all there! 

Our Pop-Up crew visited Coca-Cola Canada HQ last Thursday! 

 

Pushing the Boundaries: Disability, 
Inclusion and Jewish Community 

Conference 

From April 15 – April 17, DANI is very excited to take 
part in Pushing the Boundaries, a conference that is 
the initiative of Jewish Federations of Canada, UJA 
Federation, DANI, The Network, and The Azrieli 
Foundation.  
 
This conference will feature over 25 speakers from 
Israel, USA and Canada, including panels on a variety 
of topics such as housing, person-centred planning, 
employment and many more.  
 
The conference will be held at the Lipa Green Centre 
at 4600 Bathurst Street. For more information or to 
register to take part in this amazing opportunity, 
please visit: https://www.jewishcanada.org/pushing-
the-boundaries 

http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
http://www.dani-toronto.com/beautyandthebeast
https://www.jewishcanada.org/pushing-the-boundaries
https://www.jewishcanada.org/pushing-the-boundaries
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DANI’s 5th Annual Art Night: A Night at the Movies 
 
We would like to give a huge thank you to everyone who joined us on Tuesday, March 20 to make DANI’s 5th Annual Art 
Night: A Night at the Movies our biggest show to date! Throughout the year, our artists produced art pieces that 
reflected their favourite movies, and we were all blown away by the motivation and creativity that were put into each 
project. 
 
Guests were invited to arrive in evening attire, and as they arrived, they were welcomed to walk the red carpet to their 
seats, with photographers and interviewers on hand to give the true movie premiere experience. Our evening began 
with a short film that gave a behind-the-scenes look at the process of creating the evening’s art pieces. It was easy to 
see how inspired our artists were!  
 
This year, our Art Night also featured our first ever live auction where guests had the opportunity to bid on three large 
art pieces to take home. Each of these stunning pieces reflected a movie selected by one of our artists and were the 
result of the collective work of many individuals working together. We also unveiled a unique piece entitled “Hero in 
the Mirror” which will be kept on display at the DANI Café. This piece was introduced with a poem written by Deborah, 
reflecting on the theme of recognizing the heroes in ourselves. Afterwards, the doors opened to our gallery, which 
showcased the beautiful artwork created this year for our silent auction. 
 
As always, we would like to thank everyone who was involved in making our Art Night such a success: 

- Anna, for taking time even while on maternity leave to plan and organize this amazing event 
- Izzy, for taking the lead on weekly Art lessons, acting as our auctioneer during the live auction, and taking video 

footage of works in progress 
- Rachel, for writing descriptions of the art pieces, taking photos, and helping to organize the silent auction 
- Albina, Sierra, Katie, Ash, Limor and Sohara – for volunteering to help out throughout the evening as well as in 

the weeks leading up to the Art Night 
- Deborah, Jacquelyn and Stephen, for their help as waitresses and reception at the event 
- Andrew Laszlo (Twins Photo & Video) and Julie from InAFlash Photography, for documenting this wonderful 

evening with beautiful photos.  
- Sheldon and Eli Beldick, for producing and editing the short film  
- CTV Toronto and 105.9 The Region, for supporting us and showing the community the dedication and hard 

work of our artists 
- Our friends and family, for coming out to support us and taking part in our auction 
- And of course, our amazing DANI artists, for all of their hard work and enthusiasm throughout the year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos above by Julie/InAFlash Photography 
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Lights…Camera…Action! DANI’s 5th Annual Art Show 

by Liz Pearl, PK Press 

Lights…camera…action! A great evening of beautiful multi-media hand-crafted art and glitzy VIP red carpet fun 
“Night at the Movies” @ DANI Toronto  on Tuesday, March 20th. Delicious food and a caring community of smiling 
participants, passionate staff, dedicated volunteers and loving families. DANI 5th Annual Art Show – it just keeps 
getting bigger and better. And the Oscar goes to…Anna Gruzman and her incredible team. 

This year’s highlights: video montage of the behind-the-scenes incredible DANI Art program, dynamic live auction 
with generous bidding, and the local paparazzi i.e. City TV and 105.9 the Region. Plenty of Instagram and Snapchat 
festive moments. 

That special moment when all of the stars aligned: presentation of the awesome collaborative art project depicting 
the thought-provoking theme “Everyone is a Superhero”. This artistic colourful collage of classic comic strips -- 
Superheroes superimposed with mirrors was accompanied by the reading of a heartfelt poem expressing “What 
do I see when I look in the mirror? I see someone with ability”.  Who is your favourite Superhero? 

The lovely showcase room was decorated with a variety of innovative artworks produced by the participants, 
including: radiant and shimmering painted colours, and vibrant flowers to celebrate the first day of spring.  As well 
as some pretty cool one-of-a-kind installations. An acoustic guitar adorned with mirror shards wowed the 
enthusiastic crowd. 

Art is an expression of the heart and soul, a wonderful creative opportunity for any of us, including all abilities. 

I can’t wait to see what’s in store for next year’s DANI Art Show. More beautiful art. More bright smiles. Definitely 
more paparazzi. 

 Art Night 
by Rafi 

 
I wore a suit. I had spikes in my hair. I painted. Anna 
was there. Mommy sat with me at the theatre. I 
watched a movie about the art. I was in the movie. I 
saw a lot of art. I saw a magic carpet. I took pictures 
with Ben. I took a picture with Rachel. I went with my 
family. Tzvi was sitting with me. I made lots of art. I 
made art with Rachel. I made art as a group. I liked 
the art that I made. I liked going to the Art Show. 
 

Rafi sitting front and centre with his family for this year's live auction. Photo 
by Julie/InAFlashPhotography 

Art 
by Leiba 

 

I made a painting of trees using brown stickers. I did this 
with Anna. Three trees were in the painting on black 
canvases. My favourite part of the painting was making 
the trees. I also made a hamsa. First, I traced my hand on 
the clay. Then I painted the clay. It was yellow. Next, I cut 
out the hamsa. Finally, I added designs. They were a 
spiral and an eye.  
 

I put a Styrofoam ball into a red flower that I made. My 
favourite thing that I made was the Hamsa. I got to show 
people what I made at the art show. The art show was at 
DANI. 
 

Leiba painting a yellow hamsa during Art 

https://www.facebook.com/danitoronto/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/1059-the-Region/1497134970320644?fref=mentions
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The Art Show 
by Rebecca 

 
I saw paintings. We had borekas. I had a cookie. It had 
chocolate chips.  I had a chocolate brownie. I saw 
Jordan and Rita. I saw Yaakov. I watched a movie about 
painting. I saw Jordan in the movie. Sammy was 
painting.  I watched it with mom. I saw Ashleigh. 
Ashleigh had a baby. I saw Anna.  
 
I saw drapes. The lights were a little bit dark. We made 
a kite for Mary Poppins. I saw black drapes on the 
Windows. I painted for the Art Show. I painted some 
drapes with Efrat. I liked the Art Show because I had a 
brownie. I love to paint.  
 

Rebecca and Rita take a picture with their families. Photo by 
Julie/InAFlashPhotography 

The Art Show 
by Sammy 

 
Last week on Tuesday, we had an Art Show at the DANI 
Centre. I wore a very nice suit. I think I looked 
handsome and nice. My sister Luna came with me to 
the show. I introduced her to the DANI staff. The show 
was very fancy. Everyone dressed very fancy. The staff 
showed us the artwork that we did, and it looked 
beautiful! 
 

I made two paintings. I wanted my sister to buy them 
for me. We wrote our price that we are offering for the 
painting. Other people offered more money for the 
same work. This was called a silent auction. At the end, 
we decided which painting we would like to take and 
offered our best price. We won! I got to take this piece 
home. I hung the painting on the wall in my room. I love 
it. I enjoyed the Art Show night. It was great! 
 

Sammy and his sister Luna at the Art Night. Photo by Andrew Laszlo/Twins 
Photo & Video 

The Art Night 
by Ryan 

 
The Art Night was truly a lot of fun. I had a good time. 
It was wonderful and I enjoyed it. There were lots of 
people taking pictures. I did an interview with Ash 
about my favourite movies. I bought a big piece in the 
auction. Our theme was the movies. We watched a 
video about what we did over the year. I liked doing Art 
on Thursdays because I work with everyone and it's just 
a fun thing to do.  
 
My favourite art project was the stars because I can 
always remember the night and when the stars come 
out. I will probably put it in my room. There was a lot 
of food to eat. I had a cookie. It was delicious. I came 
with my mom and my dad. We all thought it was 
wonderful. It was a lot of fun. I am proud because we 
worked so hard over the year.  
 

Ryan and his dad are interviewed as they walk the red carpet. Photo by 
Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video 
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The Art Show 
by Jesse S. 

 
The Art show was fun. I ate fruit and a brownie. I saw 
the Art. Mom, dad and Adam came with me. It was 
nice. I saw paintings. Izzy did Art with us. I painted the 
projects. I liked the Art Show because it was fun. My 
favourite part was doing the projects. I saw Tal, Izzy, 
Rachel and Katie. I talked to Ash on the red carpet. 
Mom and Dad bought some art. I liked the funny face 
paintings.  

Jesse S. and his family at the Art Night. Photo by 
Julie/InAFlash Photography 

DANI’s Art Show 
by Carolyn 

 
Every year we do an art night at Dani. This year, the 
theme was our favourite movies. On Tuesday morning of 
the art show I went to Dani with Jordan F. I put my coat 
down on the chair. When everyone got to Dani we sat 
around the table. We started davening. Some people 
have snack. After that we went bowling in the morning 
and in the afternoon the One Kenton group went to 
work. We go to Bobby’s Liquidation Outlet. Even though 
it was the art show, it was a normal day at Dani. 

 
When I got home, I had to get ready. I wore my flower 
shirt. I went to the show with my dad and Marianne. I 
saw My Big Greek Wedding. It was a painting. I saw kite 
paintings for Mary Poppins. I saw a pink painting and 
splatter painting.  
 
People were bidding on the art to take it home. My dad 
bid on some art. The best part of the show was the live 
auction. Izzy was very funny. Some people bid a lot of 
money. If they win, they can bring it home. The money 
we raised goes back to DANI. Right after the art night at 
Dani. My dad drove Helen and Rita home. It was on our 
way home. The Art Show was fantastic! 
 

Carolyn has a great time in the audience during the live auction. Photo by 
Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video 

Art Night 
by Josh 

 

Everybody from DANI Centre at the Art Show. We had 
the Art Show at DANI. We saw pictures, paintings, and 
the video about the Art Show. I liked walking around 
and seeing a lot of the work that we made. I also liked 
the video about the Art Show. Anna was talking about 
the art.  
 
The Art Show was at DANI Centre. The whole place 
was turned into an Art exhibit. It was on March 20, 
2018. It was in evening at 7:00. We did the Art Show 
to raise money for DANI. Lots of people came and 
bought the artwork.  
 

Josh watches the action during the live auction. Photo by Andrew 
Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video 
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The Art Show 
by Talya 

 
There were a lot of people at the Art Show. Families, DANI 
staff, and other guests came to see the art projects we 
were working on. I showed art that I made to everyone. 
Some people bought paintings and other pieces of art. The 
money people paid was raised for DANI. We also showed a 
video of us working on the Art Show. The Art Show was 
here at the DANI Centre. It was on March 20 in the evening. 
We had the Art Show so people can see what we made and 
to raise money for our program. 
 

Talya enjoyed visiting with all the guests. Photo by Julie/InAFlash 
Photography 

The Art Show 
by Alex 

 

I went to the Art Show with Patty, Esther, and Mom. 
I saw Anna, Ashleigh, Jordan, Ash, Limor and Tzvi. I 
went to see the art. I saw Star Trek and Space Jam. 
It had a black sky. I saw a Mulan painting. It was red 
and yellow. Mulan is Chinese. I saw School of Rock. 
It was it a guitar from a rock band. I saw Beauty and 
the Beast. I saw superheroes. Anna got flowers. Izzy 
did the auction. Izzy was live on stage. Anna made 
a movie about art.  

 
The Art Show was at night, It was at DANI. The Art 
Show was March 20. It was at 7:00. At 7:30, Izzy did 
the pictures. At 8:00, we had some snacks. I had 
cookies. I like the Art Show because I like the 
paintings. My Favourite was the black Star Trek 
painting. I like to paint. I made the Mulan painting. 
I went on the red carpet. I talked to Ash. Ash asked 
about the paintings and the movies. I went to the 
Art Night. It was good. 
 

Alex (front) touring the gallery. Photo by Julie/InAFlash 
Photography 

The Art Show 
by Terri 

 
On Tuesday night we had our Art show. We had an auction. 
Lots of parents came to the Art Show and lots of people bid 
on the artwork. Our DANI staff got dressed up. People 
walked down on the red carpet. Anna got flowers and 
Rachel got flowers. The waiters brought food around at the 
show. 

 
The people walked around to see the movie art. It was so 
nice to see people at the Art Show. We had red nametags 
with stars on them. Izzy talked about the art and the 
movies, and he talked about the pictures to bid on. People 
held up numbers to bid. I felt excited for the Art Show. It 
was nice to see all the staff who don’t come to DANI 
anymore because they had their babies. The best part was 
the red carpet because everyone could walk on it. 
 

Anna, Izzy and Rachel were presented with gifts as a thank you for all 
their work putting together the Art Night. Photo by Andrew 

Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video 
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The Art Night 
by Rita 

 
I will talk about the Art Night at DANI. Art Night 
was so exciting. I saw my friends at the Art Night. I 
saw Carolyn, Terri, Daniel, Sammy, Laurence, 
Guitti, Josh, Jesse S., Jesse G. and Rebecca. The 
staff did a wonderful job at the Art Night. They 
took time with it and put on a wonderful show for 
the families and for my friends. Anna, Rachel, Izzy 
and Katie did a wonderful job. 

 
It was so beautiful. I liked the painting Rebecca and 
Efrat did. We were so happy for Izzy. He did a 
wonderful speech at the Art Night. It was an 
amazing night. We had a big event with our friends 
and families. We would like to say thank you to 
Izzy. he did a wonderful job with the Art Night. We 
love the art. I took good pictures. My favourite 
painting was the Mulan picture. The staff put a lot 
of work for the Art Show. They did an amazing job. 
We want to say a big thank you to the staff. We are 
so happy for all of you guys. It was a lot of work to 
put on the Art Show. Thank you so much to the 
staff and the crew! 
 

Some of the photos Rita took of the Art Night, and a photo of Rita and her friends 
enjoying the evening together 

Mix, Make, Move with The House 

On Sunday, March 18, our Sunday Program enjoyed one of 
their last afternoons of this session with our friends from 
The House. We had a great time meeting up with new 
friends and taking part in some fun activities together! 

We welcomed our visitors to the DANI Centre for a great 
afternoon of music, crafts and cooking! The groups had the 
chance to prepare some delicious falafels to enjoy, learned 
Israeli folkdances, and painting some national flags. We 
also had fun playing some Jew-pardy! We all had a great 
time and are looking forward to seeing everyone again 
soon! 

Cooking and crafts with The House 

What We’re Working On 

Due to the success of our Art Night, our artists have 
been commissioned to make some new artwork! 
Our “Hero in the Mirror” piece was so popular that 
we’ve already received orders to make 6 more! 

Our Cooking class said goodbye to chametz before 
Passover with some delicious tomato and avocado 
crostini.  

Our Budgeting class has been learning how to shop 
wisely and plan in advance, by practicing choosing 
foods to buy for a group meal and checking how 
much items cost. Art and Cooking, two of our favourite programs 
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THE BIG PAIN 
by Deborah 

 

There once was a man named Cain 

He was known to be quite vain. 

He had a mansion fenced with chain 

To protect his luxurious airplane. 

One evening Cain decided to entertain 

So he rented a three story fountain flowing pink champagne. 

Cain invited his neighbour Jane 

Jane regarded Cain with disdain. 

Jane lied and stated to Cain 

She had a horrific migraine 

Plus an awful ankle sprain 

While running in heels to catch her 8am train. 

A few months later Jane bumped into Cain 

While walking with her head down in a pouring rain. 

Jane articulated to Cain 

She was now moving to Spain. 

Jane walked away and began to ascertain 

She inwardly wished Cain was not a "birdbrain". 

 

 
 
  
 


