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Announcements 
 
A reminder to all families in our Day Program that there will be no program 
on Monday, December 26 for Boxing Day.  
 
We are very excited for tonight’s screening of Life, Animated at 7:30 pm the 
Cineplex (Sheppard and Yonge). Thank you to everyone who will be joining 
us to see this incredible show. We hope to see you all there! 
 
Don’t forget to check out the brand-new website for the Toronto Jewish 
Disability Network, a network of organizations that support individuals with 
disabilities and their families. Please visit www.torontojdn.org for all the 
latest news and resources. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support of our newsletter. As always, 
everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles or ideas. Any 
contributions to the newsletter can be sent to Rachel Albert at 
newsletter@dani-toronto.com 
 

DANI HOPES EVERYONE IS READY FOR 
WINTER! 

DANI 
501 Clark Avenue West 
Thornhill, ON, L4J 4E5 

WWW.DANI-TORONTO.COM 
Phone: 905-889-3264 

Email: info@dani-toronto.com 
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Thank You to the National Ballet School 
 

We would like to give a big thank you to Nancy and Catherine from Canada’s National Ballet School who joined 
us through the month of November for a 4-week pilot dance program. Everyone who had the opportunity to take 
part in this program had a great time learning from you, and we would love to see you both again. Thank you for 
the wonderful program! 

To find out more about our visit to the Chihuly exhibit at the 
ROM, see page 3 

To find out more about our special event with the CCFCC-
Oakville, see page 7 

http://www.torontojdn.org/
mailto:newsletter@dani-toronto.com
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Mitzvah of the Month: Yellow Brick 
House 

DANI is currently collecting the following items to be 
donated to "Yellow Brick House" Women's shelter in York 
Region. This is part of DANI's mitzvah of the month program 
and we are very proud to be helping organizations in our 
community! The DANI participants will be sorting and 
packaging shoe boxes filled with personal items, clothes and 
gifts to be sent to Yellow Brick House as gifts for the women 
and children staying at the shelter over the holidays. Please 
consider donating the following NEW items to DANI as part 
of the wonderful cause. Please not that all items should be 
new and unopened if in a package. 

-      Hygiene and cosmetic products for women: 
hairbrushes, makeup, face wash, lotions, creams, 
hair accessories, ect. 

-      Children's toys (small sizes) for boys and girls: 
puzzles, books, markers, coloring books, figures, 
yoyo's, cd's, stuffed animals, ect. 

-      Women's gift items- books, gift cards, candles, 
slippers, socks, chocolates, scarves, gloves, cd's 

 Thank you for whatever you can donate! 

 
Our Pop-Up Lunch Partners 

 

Our Pop-Up Lunch crew is always happy to be invited 
back to businesses who have supported us in the 
past. We love returning to bring back more delicious 
lunches to our satisfied customers.  

Recently, we revisited TanenbaumCHAT, a long-time 
supporter of Pop-Up Lunch program. Thank you again 
for your ongoing support, and we’ll see you again 
soon! 

Our Pop-Up Lunch program provides COR dairy lunch 
options prepared by the DANI kitchen, and served at 
your location by a crew of our young adults. To find 
out more about our program, please visit our website 
at: http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-
pop-up-lunch/ 

 

One of our Pop-Up Lunch teams at TanenbaumCHAT 

DANI’s Sufganyot and Latkes! 
 

Now that we are getting closer to Chanukah, DANI is 
excited to start taking orders for our delicious latkes and 
sufganyot prepared by our very own chef, Orly! 
 
Please keep checking back to the DANI website and 
Facebook page for more information about how to place 
your orders. 
 
We can’t wait for everyone to try our favourite Chanukah 
treats. Enjoy!  Sufganyot from our own DANI kitchen. Available for order soon! 

http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
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Chihuly at the ROM 
 

On Thursday, December 1 a group from our Art class 
has an amazing opportunity to visit the Chihuly exhibit 
at the ROM. The exhibit features the work of Dale 
Chihuly, an American sculptor who works with glass to 
create stunning pieces of artwork.  
 
Our group had a great day at the ROM visiting this 
beautiful exhibit. We took photos of the artwork, and 
will be using these pictures to create our own works of 
art.   
 
We all had a great time touring the exhibit and sharing 
our impressions of what each piece seemed to be. Our 
group was very happy to spend the day at the museum, 
and we left it feeling very inspired! 

A great day at the museum! 
Our Visit to Mill Pond 

On Friday, November 25 our group took a trip to Mill 
Pond instead of our usual routine of going bowling. We 
had a great time walking through the park and seeing 
all the ducks and swans. 
 
Although the weather was a little cold, we enjoyed the 
walk and even did some dancing to warm ourselves up. 
It was a nice change of pace, and we all enjoyed our 
opportunity to spend some time outdoors before the 
weather gets too snowy! 

Our visit to Mill Pond, where we were greeted by a lot of ducks! 

Volunteer Appreciation Tea 
by Ryan 

 
DANI is very thankful for all our wonderful volunteers who 
fulfil a wide variety of roles in our organization. We 
decided to show our appreciation with a Volunteer 
Appreciation Tea on Wednesday, November 23. We would 
also like to thank our guest speaker, 10-year-old Noa 
Feldman who started the Volunteer Your Age program. 
Please visit their website at www.vyaclub.com Some of our 
participants had the opportunity to attend and present our 
volunteers with flowers to thank them for all their help. 
Here is what Ryan had to say about his experience: 

 
Me, Terri, Carolyn, and Josh spent time with everyone. 
Kathy asked us to give flowers to the guests who came. 
We talked and socialized. I spoke a bit about DANI but I 
wanted to say more. The best part was hanging out 
there. Next time, I would like to sit and talk more about 
what we do here. I went because Susie asked me to. I 
liked it because I got to talk about the community, and 
what we do here. I think people would like it because 
they get to know more about DANI. We all took turns 
talking about the program.  

Ryan, Terri and Carolyn present flowers to our volunteers to thank 
them for their help 

http://www.vyaclub.com/
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All About Me 
By Rafi 

 
My name is Rafi. I live in a house with my parents 
and my sisters. My sister’s names are Ketzia and 
Simona. I like to play with my family. We play cards. 
I have a grandma. She lives in Florida. Last summer I 
went to visit my grandma. I hung out with my 
grandma. I went to the beaches and played in the 
pool. 
 
I like coming to DANI. I like cooking. I like making 
cookies. I like chocolate chip cookies. I made sugar 
cookies. I hang out with Ben. We play with Kasper 
together. Kasper licks me on the face. I play in the 
yard. I play basketball.  Rafi poses for the camera in the kitchen 

Holiday Pet Care 
by Rebecca 

 
We go to Holiday Pet Care to see dogs. We go on 
Thursday. I get to see dogs. I see brown dogs. I have to 
be gentle. I sit on the floor and pet the dogs. I want to 
feed the dogs.  
 
We go in the van with Ash and Ashleigh. I am gentle with 
the dogs. I touch them softly and nicely. I like to sit with 
Talya. I like when the dogs lick me. I give them kisses too. 
You have to be nice and gentle. The dogs bark and they 
jump. I like it when they bark and jump. Rebecca at Holiday Pet Care earlier this year 

The IMAX Movie 
by Talya 

 
The Sunday Program group went to the Science 
Centre. I saw with Barry, Maya, Yaakov, Leiba, 
Rebecca, Alex and Jenny. We saw a movie called A 
Beautiful Planet. It was about the world and nature.  
I liked the beautiful trees and animals. I didn’t like that 
my head was spinning after the movie. We watched 
the movie at the IMAX theatre at the Science Centre 
last Sunday. 
 
We got to the theatre by bus. We all sat together in 
the same area in the theatre. I liked going to the 
movie. We went because it is fun and because it was 
fun and because the IMAX theatre is special and has 
a huge screen. 

Variety Village 
by Terri 

 
On Sunday, November 6 we went to Variety Village. First, we went to DANI at 1:00. We sat in our chairs to have lunch. 
We ate lasagna and salad. Then the driver came to DANI to drive us to Variety Village. Some people played basketball 
and some walked on the track. Finally, we went back to DANI on the bus. I liked Variety Village. 

The movie that the Sunday Program saw at the Science Centre 
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The IMAX movie our Sunday Program saw at the Science Centre 

The Science Centre 
by Alex 

 
On Thursday, November 10 I went to the Science Centre 
with Ashleigh, Tal, Jesse S., Terri, Carolyn and Dori. I spent 
time with Dori. I did some puzzles. I saw the tornado 
machine and I walked in it. It was scary and cold. We saw 
the Earth section. I went to the Planetarium. I saw the sun 
and planet. I looked up at the stars. The man talked about 
the moon. I like to try the machines. I wore a shirt that 
made it feel like I was pregnant. It was heavy! It felt like a 
school bag.  
 
I went to the Science Centre with the Sunday Program too. 
I went with Barry. I sat with Jenny on the bus. We had 
pasta for lunch. We watched a movie about the planet 
Earth. It talked about the Earth and sun, Mars, and Saturn. 
We learned about the solar system. The rocket ship went 
up in the sky! We saw the movie in the IMAX. The seats 
moved.  

Alex tries on the pregnancy vest at the Science Centre 

The Sunday Program 
by Josh 

 
On the weekend, we went to Variety Village. I went 
with Guitti, Ryan, Tal, Matthew, Ash, Jodi, Tova, Gabi 
and Danny. I played basketball. We were on teams. 
My team was me, Danny and Ryan. We were just 
passing the ball around. After we played basketball, 
we walked around the track two times. I saw people 
walking inside. The best part was hanging out with my 
friends. I liked it because I liked doing exercise. It was 
fun.  The week after, we did cooking at DANI. We 
made quiche. It was good. Jesse G., Ash, Guitti and Noah working on cutting 

veggies for the quiche 

Lunch at Howie T’s 
By Rita 

 

Our Pop-Up Lunch teams have worked so hard selling 
food and raising money for DANI each week! Recently, 
both groups had a well-deserved break at Howie T’s, a 
local Kosher burger restaurant and long-time supporter 
of DANI. Here is what Rita had to say about the day: 
 
I will talk about the restaurant we went to for lunch. We 
ate hamburgers and fries at Howie T’s. It was a good 
lunch. We liked the food. It was delicious. We got to pick 
our toppings for the hamburgers. I would love to come 
back soon with Ash, Rachel and Mallory, the Pop-Up 
people. I work with my co-workers, and Ash supervises 
us and how we are doing. We go out in the community 
to be successful about our business and our work. We 
help Ash out. We would like to say thank you to Ash for 
your hard work. He did an amazing job with us. We 
couldn’t have done it without you. Thank you so much. 

Rita with her Pop-Up Lunch crew and customers at Cornerstone earlier in 
the year 



December 7, 2016   Vol. 46 
 

 

 

 

Snapchat Filter Fun! 

In our Art class, we always have fun experimenting 
with new kinds of technology and art styles. Last 
week, we decided to try something new and use the 
Snapchat app to take some funny pictures! 
 
We all had a lot of fun testing out the app and seeing 
the range of unusual filters we could add to a photo 
to change the way it looks. We especially enjoyed 
the filters that made us have funny animal faces! 
 
Everyone had a lot of fun trying out the photos and 
picking their favourite pictures to filter. It reminded 
us of our face painting activity from a few weeks 
ago, and it was exciting to try out a new way to get 
a similar effect! 

Talya and Leiba using filters to make animal faces 

Work Placement Updates: Stalco Inc. 

At DANI, we are always excited to develop new 
partnerships. Recently, we began a new placement with 
Stalco Inc., an organization that assists US companies with 
selling and distributing products in Canada. 
 
A team of DANI participants will be working at Stalco each 
week to assist with packaging and labelling some of the 
products. Our team has already had their first shift there, 
and have really enjoyed the work so far! We would like to 
thank Stalco for the partnership opportunity, and we are 
looking forward to working with you!  Our team hard at work at Stalco! 

What We’re Working On 
 

Recently, our Art class was treated to a special 
lesson prepared by Caitlyn, one of our placement 
students. Caitlyn led us in a stained glass-themed 
art activity. It was a perfect fit for our Around the 
World Art Night coming up in just a few months! 
Thanks, Caitlyn! 
 
Our Cooking class has had a great time testing out 
some new recipes each week. One of our favourites 
were the Chocolate Popcorn balls, a very simple but 
delicious recipe! We also really enjoyed making 
apple and banana muffins for everyone to taste. 
 
Our Independent Living Skills group has been a huge 
help to us all by practicing their cleaning skills on our 
main program room. We can really see the 
difference in the room! We have also been taking 
extra care of our DANI library by helping to 
straighten the books so we can find our favourite 
books more easily! 
 
 

Left: Steven works on his stained-glass art 
Right: Ben scoops muffin batter into a paper muffin cup 



December 7, 2016   Vol. 46 
 

 

A Magical Evening 
By Deborah 

 

On Monday November 21, 2016 DANI was honoured to have CCFCC-Oakville (Canadian Culinary 
Federation Oakville Chapter) come for the evening.  There were 18 Chefs that came in their chef's 
uniforms.  The evening began at 6:30 pm and I helped distribute hot mugs of lentil soup.  There was 
an open buffet which consisted of hot falafel balls, potato wedges, matbucha, Moroccan carrot 
salad, grilled zucchini and eggplant, hummus, tahina, beet salad and different kinds of pop.  On the 
tables were boards of bread and rolls with different spreads, and pitchers of ice cold water. 
 
I helped distribute the dessert after Kathy and Rudy spoke.  The dessert was an apple crumble and 
a ginger cookie.  Upon finishing dessert, Stephanie, Anita and I spoke.  My speech was about 
breaking down the barriers of what people think of when they hear the word "disability", and about 
my front of house and back of house responsibilities at DANI.  After I spoke, one chef gave me two 
thumbs up, and I received a standing ovation.  I was informed that at least four Chefs were crying 
while I spoke.  Afterwards, they shook my hand as they were leaving.  We each received white chef 
hats. 
 
Orly received a standing ovation for the outstanding meal she cooked and baked for the 18 visiting 
Chefs. Orly was so moved, you could see tears in her eyes.  We had to encourage the Chefs to eat 
the food instead of just taking pictures of it!  At the end of the evening, a group photo was taken of 
all the 18 Chefs and the DANI team who attended the evening.  
  
I want to thank the following members of the DANI team: 

*Anita, for her warm, heartfelt introduction of me right before I spoke 
*Stephanie, for being my job developer at the Thornhill Hub, and leading me to my DANI home 

and family 
*Orly, for passing down to me, with her love and patience, her culinary skills 
*Kathy, for always believing in me, educating me, and never giving up on me 

 
This article is dedicated to Kathy, Anita, Stephanie and Orly 

 


