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DANI WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME EVERYONE
BACK FOR AN EXCITING NEW YEAR!
Welcome Back!
Welcome back to another exciting year at DANI! We hope that everyone had
a great summer. Our staff team has been hard at work preparing for the year,
and we are all very excited about our new schedule. We are excited to
introduce some new programs and work placements this year, and to
continue some of everyone’s favourites. We can’t wait for everyone to see
what we have in store this year!
We are also very excited to be resuming to DANI Days newsletter after our
summer hiatus. Our biweekly, participant-driven newsletter is one of the
ways that we keep everyone up-to-date on everything going on this year.
As always, everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles or ideas.
Any contributions to the newsletter can be sent to Rachel Albert at
newsletter@dani-toronto.com
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Important Dates
Please note that DANI will be closed on the following dates:
-

Monday, October 3 and Tuesday, October 4 for Rosh Hashanah
Monday, October 10 for Thanksgiving
We will be closing at 12:30 pm on Tuesday, October 11 (lunch will not be provided) and will be closed for
the full day on Wednesday, October 12 for Yom Kippur

Please mark your calendars, and keep checking future newsletters for more reminders about program closures or
early dismissals.

To find out more about our summer field trips, see
page 4

DANI
501 Clark Avenue West
Thornhill, ON, L4J 4E5

WWW.DANI-TORONTO.COM

To find out what we were up to while the staff
planned a new year, see page 4

Phone: 905-889-3264
Email: info@dani-toronto.com
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Welcome to Our New Friends!
We would like to give a warm welcome to some new friends who are joining us this year. On behalf of everyone
at DANI, we would like to welcome Rafi, Ben, Leiba, Noah and Tanya who are new participants to the DANI Day
Program this year. We are all looking forward to getting to know our new friends, or spending more time with
some of our friends that have been part of our recreational programs.

Welcome, Carina!
As our program continues to expand, we are very
lucky to have the opportunity to work with new
people. We are all very excited to introduce Carina,
the newest member of our Day Program staff team.
We are very lucky to have her on board!
Those of us who were at program over the last month
have already had the opportunity to meet Carina and
we are all very excited to welcome her to DANI.
Carina at Holiday Pet Care

Welcome, Stephanie!
We would also like to welcome another new member of our DANI team. Stephanie joined us toward the end of
last program year as our Executive of Corporate Relations and Social Development. Stephanie’s role is to expand
awareness of our social enterprises and develop reciprocal corporate partnerships between DANI and other
businesses. Stephanie is also involved in expanding DANI’s marketing and social media presence.
Stephanie is happy to assist with any corporate needs, including: gifts, catering, Pop-Up lunches, sponsorships
and many more opportunities. If you are interested in a corporate partnership with DANI or would like more
information about how to partner with us, please contact Stephanie at stephaniem@dani-toronto.com

DANI’s Pop-Up Lunch
Last year, DANI introduced a brand new Pop-Up Lunch
program, that provided participants with opportunities
for vocational training as well as community
connections. Our program was so successful that we
have now expanded our availability to more days each
week!
DANI program participants come to your location and
provide you with an amazing café food experience,
providing COR dairy meal options. All meals are
prepared under the supervision our executive Chef to
ensure freshness and quality.
By inviting us into your place of work you get a fresh,
delicious lunch while helping to support fundraising for
DANI’s programing. You are also providing much loved
community connections for our participants.

Above: One of our Pop-Up Lunch teams
Below: Some of our delicious lunch options

For more information about our Pop-Up Lunch program,
including answers to some of our most frequently asked
questions, check out our website at www.danitoronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch
To sign up for a Pop-Up lunch, contact Ash at
atabak@dani-toronto.com
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DANI’s Challah and Cookies Stand
Please join us at DANI on Thursday, September 8
from 3:30 – 6:30 pm at the DANI Centre for our bake
sale featuring Aviva’s beautiful (and delicious!)
cookies. Cookies will be available for $3.50 each on
site until sold out.
We would like to thank everyone who pre-ordered
challot, challah buns, cinnamon buns or babke to be
picked up at the bake sale. These items can be picked
up at the sale.
This sale is a win-win! You get delicious baked goods
for Shabbat, and the DANI adults get to raise money
for our literacy program. Thank you for all of your
support, and we hope to see you there!

Join Us at the DANI Café
Looking for a restaurant with great food and a lovely environment? Join us at the DANI Café, a kosher dairy
restaurant located at the DANI Centre in Thornhill. Our Café is open Monday to Thursday from 11 am until 2 pm.
Money raised from sales at the DANI Café is directed toward DANI programs. It is a perfect location for business
meetings, as well as enjoying delicious meals with friends or family. We hope to see you all there!

Zareinu Reunion
On Wednesday, August 31 DANI held a very special
event in honour of Danny’s 30th birthday. Students,
teachers, staff and board members who were involved
with Zareinu from 1989 – 1999 were invited to the
DANI Centre to join Danny and his friends and family
to celebrate.

Kathy and Danny present a donation cheque to Tony Lipsey (Photo by
Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video)

Danny was one of seven students who were part of the
first Zareinu class in 1989. Many of our participants
have been involved with Zareinu over the years, and
everyone was happy to see their former teachers and
staff. In recognition of the impact Zareinu has had on
Danny’s life, he and Kathy presented a donation
cheque to Tony Lipsey, the current Head of School.

This Year’s Art Night Theme Is…
Even though our program year has just started, we
have already begun to work on our annual Music & Art
Night. This year, our theme is… Around the World!
Our Art program will be delving into our participants’
cultural backgrounds, and looking at artwork from the
many cultures that we come from.
We have already begun to talk about which countries
our families originated from, and locating those areas
on a map of the world. We are all very excited to learn
more about our family histories and to create beautiful
art pieces for our show!

Andrew works on his first art piece of the year
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Fun in the Sun!
While the staff were hard at work in July planning
for the new year, our participants had two fun-filled
weeks of activities led by some of our recreation
program staff.
Our group had a lot of fun with favourite activities
such as swimming, music classes with Ellen,
bowling, and cooking! We also spent a lot of time
outdoors playing games, visiting the park, and
spending the afternoon at Mill Pond.
Everyone had a great time, and it was a nice break
from our usual schedule! Thank you to all of the
staff who worked so hard to keep the program going
those two weeks. We know that everyone had a
great time!
Having fun outdoors!

Summer Days at DANI
Throughout the month of August, our Day Program had a
great time with our new summer schedule. Many of our
work placements were closed for the summer, so we spent
most of our time outdoors and even had a few great
outings.
Over the course of the month, we visited various beaches,
went to High Park, and spent a day at the Ex! We would
also like to thank the Quints and the Grunzweigs for
hosting us this summer at their backyard pools! We also
had a great time riding bikes at Centre Island.
We also spent afternoons at attractions such as Edwards
Gardens, public parks, Vaughan Mills Mall, and even had
the chance to check out Variety Village.
We also had a great time learning to play baseball, going
out to watch a movie at Promenade Mall, and hanging out
with all of our friends.
Everyone had a great time over the summer, but we are
all looking forward to getting back to our usual routine and
see our new schedule for the year!

Some of our summer activities

Going to Camp
By Talya

Talya at camp (Photo from the Moshava Ennismore Yachad Facebook
page)

I went to camp. On our day off, we went to Tim
Horton’s. We went swimming in a lake. The camp is
done now and I’m happy. The camp was only a few
weeks. We went mini-golfing and I won. I missed
DANI while I was at camp because I missed my mom
and my sister. I made friends with Terri and Carolyn.
I went shopping with my friends. We bought drinks
and I went to Timmies. We got an ice capp, and then
we came back to camp at it was time to go home.
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Camp
By Josh
I had a very good summer this year. I went to Camp Moshava
for six weks. I like camp. I went to work at camp. I worked at
the snack room and in the doctor's office. In the snack room I
gave out snacks to all the kids. I brought ice to the doctor’s
office. I went swimming in the water. We had a swimming
pool. We also went on a boat in the lake. We had campfires
and other camps were invited to play games with us.
We had a play. It was the story of Peter Pan. I did the dances.
It was a lot of fun! We also went out to movies. We also went
to Walmart to buy camp stuff. The food at camp was good.
We had hot dogs, hamburgers, chicken, fries, cake, pizza and
lots more.
We had Shabbat. After work on Friday and in the afternoon
at 5:00 we started to get ready for Shabbat. On Saturday, we
rested and prayed. We walked and talked. My favourite thing
at camp was Shabbat. I liked that everyone was getting
cleaned up for Shabbat and wearing white shirts. I liked the
Shabbat services and food.

Josh having a great time at camp! (Photo from the Moshava Ennismore
Yachad Facebook page)

I went to the office at camp to get my mail. My parents would
send me mail. I liked getting mail from them. I stayed at camp
for six weeks. I wish I could have stayed longer, but I couldn’t
because what would I do if there was a snowstorm? I had a
great time at camp, but I am also excited to get back for
another year at DANI.

My Summer
by Carolyn
On the last two weeks of camp, I was so excited to see
Terri. I showed her around camp and I helped her to
unpack her duffels. We went to the lake together. We
both just put our feet in. The water was up to the
middle of my leg. The water was warm and I loved it.
We went for dinner at the lunchroom. Then we had
night activities like yoga. Terri and I worked at Shekem
I give out snacks to all the groups of kids. We gave
them slushies when it is shekem time. Different
groups come at different time on the schedule. We
are only there for a little bit. Then, we have a break
and then dinner. We are only work there when we are
on schedule. When we are not working, we chill. I
loved having Terri at camp with me!
Carolyn and Terri at camp together (Photo from the Moshava Ennismore
Yachad Facebook page)

On Sunday, my sisters and I went to my uncle Gary’s
cottage for a day. First, we went to McDonalds and we
drove to Gary’s cottage. Gary and I went to get bread
and eggs. I carried the bread, and he took the eggs. I
called my grandpa on my phone and then I passed my
phone to my cousin Jamie so he can talk to grandpa
too. Meanwhile, I was having lunch. Right after lunch,
we took a boat ride and my cousin Michael went
surfing.
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Camp Ramah
By Alex
I was at camp for 6 weeks. I slept in a cabin. My counsellors
were Jason, Ohad and Maxwell. I went waterskiing. I have
to hold the rope with my arms straight. I went very fast! I
went swimming at the lake. I went underwater. I went
sailing on the lake.
We went to the rollercoaster at Santa’s Village in
Bracebridge. I rode on the train. The train went “Choo
choo!” We went on the rides. They were fun! I went
strawberry picking at Taylor’s farm. I put the strawberries
in the basket. I went bowling in Hunstville. I went with
Jason. I rode the school bus for 30 minutes. I threw the ball
and knocked the pins down. It was 5 pin bowling. I got 31
points. I did sports. I played basketball. I passed the ball
and I shoot it in the net. I played soccer. I kicked the ball. I
played baseball with Rebecca Farb.

Alex doing some stretching at camp

I went canoeing with Ted at Beaver Bay. Ted paddled. I
rowed with the paddle. I had fun at camp. My favourite
part was sailing because it was at the agam (lake). I want
to go back to camp.

Summer Camp
by Gutti
I went to Camp Morasha. I worked in the Chessed, making Tzedaka boxes, washing the paint brushes, and helped
to set up the room for different activities. I loved working and loved getting paid for my work! Every week, we
went on a trip, had ice cream, went swimming, boat riding, and we had two Colour Wars. I won the second one!
Every friday, I watched a movie about the past week at camp, looking back at the fun times we had that week. At
the end of camp, I got an award for always being on time (Surprise, surprise!)

My Summer
By Ryan
We went out and played baseball. I enjoy playing
baseball. I want to learn how to play and I want to feel
the muscles and be able to enjoy the real game. I like
having fun and taking turns in the game. I want to play
more baseball. We played with Rebecca, Shaini,
Andrew, Alex, Maya, Jeff and Jesse S. I enjoy playing
baseball.

Ryan playing baseball in the park

We went to the beach. When we got there, we chilled
and ate lunch. For lunch, I had an egg sandwich. Then
we went swimming. Me, Shaini, Andrew, Alex, Jesse S.
Ash, Daniel, Ashleigh, Anna, Terri and Izzy were all
swimming together. We splashed each other. Anna and
Ashleigh were sitting on the tube and Andrew tipped
them over! I thought it was hilarious. Everyone got
along so well. It was a great time. It was nice to be out
in the sun. The water was warm. I thought it was nice.
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An Interview with Miri
Q: Where did you go this summer?
Miri: I went with Yachad for a Birthright trip to Israel.
We went to New York to meet everyone first. There
were people from Canada and LA and all over. We were
all nervous to meet each other because it was new
people.
Q: How long were you there?
Miri: I was there for five weeks
Q: What did you do when you got there?
Miri: At first we were all very tired because of the jet lag
from Canada and New York. On the plane, we just
talked and relaxed. Everyone was on the plane for a
long time. We had to wait for more people from
another plane. When we were all together, we took the
bus to the hotels. We kept switching hotels.
Q: What did you do in Israel?
Miri: We had a bonfire with marshmallows. We had a
party on a boat. I got to ride on a camel. It was really
fun! It was very hot in Israel. We needed to wear a hat
and have lots of water. We had picnics with lots of good
foods. We had a barbecue. We went to the kotel to
daven. We walked everywhere. We went to the beach.
We went to the army base.

Miri and a friend ride a camel in Israel

Q: What was the best part?
Miri: Hanging out with my new friends and some old
friends. Some people from Toronto came to the trip.
What do you like about Israel?
My Trip to BC
Miri: It is a lot of fun. I’ve been there many times
By Rita
before. My brother and sister live there. I got to see
them
on about
visitor’s
I will talk
myday.
family vacation to BC. We visited by aunt and uncle. We got there by airplane. It was Air Canada
from Pearson airport, and we landed at the Vancouver airport. We stayed in my uncle’s house. We unpacked and
we went to our room downstairs. We ate dinner. My uncle did a barbecue and I watered the garden with my uncle
and my mom. I swam in the lake and I got peanut butter ice cream. My favourite flavour!
My sister Leora flew in to BC to visit in their house. My uncle picked mushrooms with Leora and I helped my uncle
with the books on Amazon.com We walked around downtown yesterday to go shopping and get gifts for my
friends. We took my sister back to the airport. We went to a Greek restaurant to have dinner, and we flew back to
Toronto on a Saturday.
We also spent a day in Victoria. We got there by van. My aunt Robyn drove. I took some good pictures. We went
to Chinatown and we got fish and chips from a restaurant. We got my uncle some books from Victoria. Victoria is
part of British Columbia. We saw flowers and some stores, and we saw whales swimming. I took a picture of an
elephant shirt for Rebecca, and I got a picture taken of e with the flowers and the dragon in Chinatown. For Anna,
I took pictures of shirts and pants. I was thinking about Anna on my trip and I know she likes shopping for clothes
too.
I had a relaxing holiday with my mom and my uncle and my aunt Robyn. It was a fun holiday.
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Summer at DANI
by Terri
This summer at DANI, we did a lot of stuff. We made
salad. We played bocce. We saw a movie called The
Secret Life of Pets. We had lunch here first and then
we went to the Promenade. Some people drove and
some people walked. I was in the group that walked.
We made salad that was almost like coleslaw We put
cranberries in. It was yummy! We went outside to
play with the parachute to play Cat and Mouse. Ellen
came on Monday and Thursday to play music for us.
I went to Sobeys to get some stuff for the salad.

Terri and some of her friends hang out with Kasper in the backyard

On Mondays, we did art. We spray painted letters.
We had to wear back bags on us so we don’t get our
clothes dirty After lunch we did Girl’s Group with
Ruthie. She was so nice. She walked with me and Rita
to the mall. On Tuesdays, some of us went to the
grocery store and we did cooking. On Thursdays, we
went to the library and played bocce. Shaini and
Rachelle did art with us. My favourite part was when
I walked to get stuff from Sobeys. I’ve never gone
there before to find ingredients for cooking.

All About Me
By Ben
We met Ben toward the end of last year when he spent a
few days with us to check out the DANI Day Program. He
will be joining us this year, and wanted to share a little
about himself.
I like to watch TV. I like the Teletubbies. I like Hannah
Montana. I watch with daddy and with mom. I also watch
Zack and Cody. I like The Wizard of Oz. I like swimming. I
like bowling. I like hockey. I like going to the farm to see
the rabbits. I like to see chickens. I like to see the pigs and
the sheep. I like dogs. My friend has a dog named Shane. I
like puppies!
I like to watch Home Alone. I like to watch Shrek. I like the
Donkey and Puss in Boots. I like Good Luck Charlie. I like
the Little Rabbit Fru Fru song. I like Toy Story. I like Mary
Poppins. I like Kasper.

Ben and Kasper

What We’re Working On
Now that we have reached the start of our new year, we are very excited to introduce some new programs as well
as continue many of our favourites. This year, we are introducing several new programs with a focus on a healthy
and active lifestyle, including weekly Dance and Fitness classes.
Our Internet Safety and Social Media class will continue with a new focus on communication skills using social
media. We will also be continuing our weekly Book Study, and will soon be announcing which book we have chosen
for the year! We are also very excited to welcome back Ellen, who will join us for Music classes each week. We
can’t wait for everyone to start our new schedule!
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THERE IS A NEW CHEF IN TOWN
By Deborah
Prior to going on the two week DANI break, Kathy gave me a challenge...to cook three dinners for my parents and
myself. Now we all know that I work in the kitchen with Orly and Anat, but this, well this was something entirely
different. But I was up for the challenge!
The first meal I made was Deli wraps. Anita gave me the recipe, so all I had to do was go to Sobeys and buy the
ingredients. My parents told me what they wanted in their wrap, and I made it for them. Success!
The second meal was to make a cheese lasagna. Kathy gave me the recipe. Once again I went to Sobeys and
bought the ingredients. This was a HUGE success for a few reasons. To begin with, I don't cook at home, and
now I am making lasagna! I was also facing some of my many kitchen fears, like opening up cans with a can
opener, putting together a meal and simultaneously praying I wasn't going to give any of us food poisoning, and
using the oven, which is my number one kitchen enemy. But you know what? I did it all by myself with my
parents being out at the time. I really DID it!!! And the lasagna came out well. I mean, we had seconds and
then some! And we are all still alive.
My last meal which I was challenged to make was a veggie omelette. Once again Kathy wrote out the recipe for
me. Now, I haven't yet made the omelette at the time I am writing this article. But that's okay. I will let you try
to guess if it was or wasn't successful.
What's life without a little mystery?
In conclusion, I would like to thank Anita and Kathy for sharing with me and writing out their receipes. I would
also like to thank Kathy for challenging me, and nurturing my independence, for isn't that what being at DANI and
working at DAN is all about?
Please contact Anita and Kathy for further information on their recipes.

