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DANI Days
DANI HOPES EVERYONE HAS THEIR TICKETS
FOR THE GALA AND THE PLAY!
Announcements
A reminder to all families that we will be having our last dress rehearsal for
Shrek on Friday, May 27. Everyone is expected to attend so we can finalize
costumes, practice transitions between scenes, and our final run-throughs.
On Monday, May 30 DANI will be closed in preparation for our annual play.
Participants are expected to be at the Richmond Hill Centre for the
Performing Arts at 2:30 pm for our final dress rehearsal, and will remain at
the theatre until after the show. Dinner will be provided.
A reminder to all families that DANI will be closed on Monday, June 13 for
Shavuot.
Thank you all for your continued support of our newsletter. As always,
everyone is encouraged to contribute by sending in articles, ideas and
photos. To contribute, or to be added to the mailing list, please contact
Rachel at newsletter@dani-toronto.com
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Get Ready for Shrek!
On Thursday, May 12 a group visited Sobeys to do some fundraising for this year’s play! We would like to thank
everyone for their support of the show, and for their generous donations. We are currently holding our final dress
rehearsals, and we were all very excited to finally try on our costumes. We can’t wait for everyone to see the show
on May 30!

To find out more about our final rehearsals for Shrek, see
page 2
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To find out more about our Yom Ha'atzmaut celebrations, see page 3
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DANI’s 10th Annual Gala
This year, DANI’s annual gala marks a very important
milestone. We are inviting everyone to join us in
celebrating our 10th Anniversary at our annual gala,
which includes a cocktail reception, dinner and an
amazing charity casino!
Our gala will be held on Wednesday, June 1 at the
Terrace Banquet Centre. We will be honouring Esti and
Randy Cohen and their family, Norene Gilletz, and
Sobeys for all of their support for DANI over the years.
Over the past 10 years, DANI has expanded from a oneweek summer camp to the variety of programs that we
all know and love today. Please join us to help celebrate
our 10th anniversary, and make this gala our most
memorable one yet!

Shrek Jr. The Musical
This year’s annual on-stage production is quickly
approaching. There are just two and half weeks left
until the show!
Throughout the year, we have all been hard at work
rehearsing our lines and practicing our dance moves.
We can’t wait for everyone to see the show!
This year’s play will be on Monday, May 30 at 7 pm at
the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts.
Tickets are still available! To purchase your tickets,
please visit the DANI website. Please come to support
us, and enjoy the show!

The Play
By Guitti
The whole year, we do drama on Mondays and
Tuesdays. We get to dance. I get to fight Izzy and I get
to chase Jordan. This past Monday, we did drama the
whole day, and the whole morning on Tuesday. We
tried our costumes on. I liked my costume. I will be the
dragon in the play. I will wear a onesie with a tail and
feet. I also wear wings.
I like the scene where Izzy sings “Why me?” I like to
dance. I like the group dances. My character dances and
fights Izzy (Shrek). She is falling in love with the donkey
(Ash). On Friday, we have a dress rehearsal all day, and
on Tuesday we also had one.
A small sneak peek at one of our dress rehearsals

The play is on May 30th at the Richmond Hill Centre for
the Performing Arts. My mommy, grandmother, and
aunt are coming to see me. I want to thank everyone for
buying tickets. I hope you enjoy!
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DANI Celebrates Yom Ha’Atzmaut
On Thursday, May 12 DANI celebrated Yom
Ha’Atzmaut, also known as Israel’s Independence Day,
which celebrates the formal establishment of Israel as
an independent state.
DANI celebrated this occasion with a special meal – a
backyard BBQ! Everyone enjoyed the beautiful
weather outdoors, where we had a delicious meal of
burgers, hot dogs, salad and French fries. Orly even
treated us to chocolate chip cookies for dessert!

Celebrating Yom Ha'Atzmaut

We also celebrated by creating our own Israeli-themed
artwork to decorate the yard. Everyone painted and
decorated their own canvas with blue and white, the
colours of Israel. We all had a great time celebrating
together!

Yom HaShoah and Yom
Ha’Atzmaut
By Rita
I want to talk about Anna’s class on Thursday
mornings with staff and my friends. Anna taught the
class about the Holocaust. We talked about how we
need food and water, and I would want to dance and
sing to stay happy. We also need our family and
friends. We come from the Jewish religion and my
grandma was in the war. Jewish people wanted to
feel free and peace.
Anna taught the class about the Holocaust and how
it was a memorial day. Anna taught us about how the
soldiers came to be heroes that came to give us hope
and love, and to have peace and not be sad anymore.
I love to talk about the Holocaust because learning
with my group about the war and how the soldiers
came to save us. It was good to learn about it and I
liked the art we did in class.
For Yom Ha’atzmaut at DANI, we had a barbecue for
Israel’s birthday. Daniel brought in two flags for
Israel. We did a dance, and we played a game where
we sat around in the circle. Anna asked everyone
what colour everybody was wearing, and they were
all wearing blue and white.
Before lunch, we did Israel art for Yom Ha’atzmaut.
We sang Jewish songs with Ellen. We set up for lunch
outside. We sat around the table. Tal gave out the
pop. We had so much fun and we ate a lot of food.
We had burgers and hot dogs. After, we cleaned up
and we ate cookies and then we went to do a
fundraiser for Shrek at Sobeys. It made me happy
because I love the barbecue and the food.

Above: Rita showing her group's list of what would give
them hope
Below: Our Yom Ha'atzmaut artwork decorating the yard
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Israeli Independence Day
by Alex
On Thursday, May 12 was Yom Ha’Atzmaut. It is Israeli Independence Day. We wear blue and white. We had a
barbecue. I had hot dogs and fries. I put ketchup on my fries. I ate salad. I drank Coke. I ate chocolate chip
cookies for dessert. It was yummy!
I went to Israel on Birthright in 2014. I went for 10 days. I stayed in a hotel. I stayed with Yoni and Akiva. I went
to Tel Aviv. I saw a giant building. We arrived at the Ben Gurion airport. We took Elal. The flight was 12 hours. I
went to Jerusalem. We did davening with the siddur. I ate falafels for lunch. I went to the Kotel. It is the Western
Wall and we did prayers. We had chicken and rice for shabbat dinner.
I like Israel. I saw the Dead Sea and we went swimming. The water was warm. I went to the Mediterranean Sea. I
went to the beach with Ash. I liked going to Israel. I packed my suitcase. I want to go to Israel again. I like to travel.

The Soccerthon
By Tal and Josh
On Sunday, May 15 our Sunday Program attended the
opening ceremonies of the Beit Issie Shapiro 6th Annual
Kicking for Kids Soccerthon. The following week, Josh
and Tal sat down together to talk about the event and
report on it for everyone:
Last Sunday, some participants in the DANI Sunday
Program took part in a special event. The event was the
6th annual soccerthon of Beit Issie Shapiro, which is a
charity organization for people with disabilities in
Israel.
Team Canada at the Soccerthon. Photo from the Kicking for Kids gallery at
www.kickingforkids.com

We took part in the opening ceremonies. We heard
some speeches and then each of us joined a team and
we held the team’s flags as we walked around the
stadium. When asked how it felt to represent DANI at
this event, Josh said, “I was proud and happy.”

Sunday Program: Bowling
By Ryan
Last Sunday was a good program day at DANI. My group
and I were scheduled to go mini-golfing outdoors in
Scarborough, and as we started driving there, rain
started to pour down. We called the mini-golf place and
decided that we have to cancel that activity because it
was too wet.
Instead, we looked up the closest bowling alley we
could find, and ended up in a very serious bowling alley
where they had leagues and tournaments going on. The
manager at the Kennedy Bowl was very nice and
allowed us to have two lanes to play. Everyone did very
well, and I’m proud of my friends and myself for being
understanding and flexible with the changes of plans. It
was such a great day!

Ryan bowling with the Sunday Program earlier this year
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Sunday Program
by Josh
This past Sunday, we went bowling. I got two strikes and a spare. After bowling, we went back to DANI and we
played board games like “Sorry,” “Headbandz,” and “Boggle.” We also went outside and played some basketball
and soccer. I am looking forward to going to camp this summer. At camp I work in the canteen where I sell snacks
to other campers. At camp, we swim, play games, and go on trips. Talya and Carolyn also go to camp with me. I
can’t wait for camp!

Basketball
by Raphael
I like basketball. We play basketball by shooting a
basketball in the net. I play basketball at home with
Raquel and Gabriel. I play basketball at DANI with my
best friend Andrew. I get two points when the ball goes
in the net. I shoot the ball in the net after I dribble.
Basketball is my favourite sport.
Raphael loves to play basketball!

Fun in the Sun
By Miri
The weather has been really nice and sunny lately! Because of the nice weather, we can go everywhere. We can
do anything outside. We have been doing our programs outside, like meditation, basketball, soccer and all the
sports. The warm weather means summer is coming!
This summer, I am going to Israel on the Yad B’Yad Yachad Birthright trip! I am very happy to go because of the
nice weather. I am excited to play sports outside. Some of us will be eating outside for a BBQ for Yom
Ha’atzmaut. We can eat outside and it will be very fun.
We can also have picnics outside. We now need sunscreen if we go outside. I can’t wait to drink cold lemonade,
or have a lemonade sale. I love the sunshine!

The Raptors Game
By Ryan
Last Sunday, I was lucky to score tickets to game 7
in the Toronto Raptors - Miami Heat playoff series.
Game 7 was the final game of the series which
means that the winner advances and the loser goes
home. I was very lucky to have box seats. At the box,
you get lots of food and snacks while watching the
game.
The game was held at the jam-packed ACC, and it
was very loud! The Raptors played very well and it
was very exciting. I had a lot of fun and it was great.
In my opinion, the next series against Cleveland is
very tough, but I will love the Raptors anyway
because they represent my city Toronto, and my
country, Canada.

Go, Raptors!
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Sports
by Tom
I like to watch sports. I like basketball and soccer. I watch them or TV. I watch hockey too. I watch any team. It is
fun to watch. I also like to play. I used to play basketball, and I would like to play again. I played on a team at
Reena. I like to play outside. I like throwing the ball in the basket. I played games with my team. I like when my
team wins the game.

Do Re Mi
Our Music class has been hard at work learning some
of the basics of playing the piano. We used the Sound
of Music classic Do Re Mi to learn how notes are
arranged in a scale. Each of us had the chance to
practice playing the scales forward and backward on
the piano.
After practicing our scales for a few weeks, we were
excited to move on to a new song. Ellen has been
teaching us all to play Mary Had a Little Lamb, using
the first three notes of our scales.
Each week, we take turns practicing the scale and using
the notes to play the beginning of the song. Everyone
has been having a great time practicing, and are
looking forward to the next lesson.

Practicing the piano

After all of the hard work practicing, we also have fun
singing along as Ellen plays some of our favourites. We
enjoy making requests for songs ranging from
Beethoven to the Beatles, many of which we were
introduced to this year!

What We’re Working On
Our Wednesday morning Book Study class is excited to
announce that we have just finished reading the last
chapter of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory! Everyone
really enjoyed the book, and we are already starting to
think of a new book for next year. We are also looking
forward to end off our discussions of the book by
watching the movie version.
Our Social Skills class has been wrapping up our
discussions of the stress thermometer by learning to
recognize what causes us stress. Each person had the
chance to fill in a chart showing how stressed out they
feel by certain situations, such as changes in schedule,
meeting new people, or making a mistake. We talked
about how it is important to recognize our own triggers,
so we know when to use our coping skills.
Our Cooking class had a great time making one of our
favourites -- delicious chocolate chip cookies to share
with our friends. We all really enjoyed making our treat,
and especially enjoyed eating it!
Our stress thermometer, used in Social Skills class

