
April 17, 2019   Vol. 97 

DANI Days 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

Announcements 
 
Please note that DANI will be closed on Friday, April 19 for the beginning of 
Passover as well as Good Friday. We will also be closed on Friday, April 26 
due to the end of Passover. 
 
DANI’s Day Program will be open for the Chol Hamoed days, Monday April 
22 through Thursday, April 25. However, please note that the DANI kitchen 
will be closed. Participants in the Day Program must bring their own 
lunches, snacks and drinks each day during this week. Also, during Passover 
the front door will be locked, so everyone is asked to use the side Program Room 
door upon arrival.   
 
We would like to welcome Corbin, our newest volunteer to the Day Program 
We looking forward to working with you! 
 
Thank you all for your continued support of our newsletter. As always, 
everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles, or ideas. Any 
contributions to the newsletter can be sent to Rachel Albert at 
newsletter@dani-toronto.com 
 

DANI HOPES EVERYONE ENJYOED OUR 6TH 
ANNUAL ART NIGHT! 

DANI 
501 Clark Avenue West 
Thornhill, ON, L4J 4E5 

WWW.DANI-TORONTO.COM 
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Thank You to Our Placement Students 

Over the past few weeks, our Day Program said goodbye and good luck to all the college and university students 
who joined us this year as part of their field placements. This year, we welcomed students from Seneca College, 
George Brown College, and Ryerson University studying a variety of programs, including Social Work, Child and 
Youth Care, and Behaviour Science. These students were an integral part of our program, and we would like to 
wish them al the best of luck! We thank you for all your hard work this year, and we hope to see you all soon!  

Phone: 905-889-3264 
Email: info@dani-toronto.com 

To find out more about our latest project for this year’s Art Night, see 
pages 3 & 5-9 

d 4 

To find out more about our Pop-Up Lunch crew’s experience serving 
at The Que, see pages 3, 5 & 6 

 

 

Our Pop-Up Lunch crew at Annex Media, one of our newest 
Pop-Up Partners! 

mailto:newsletter@dani-toronto.com
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Pop-Up at The Que! 
 
On Monday, April 1 our Pop-Up Lunch team was thrilled 
to take part in a unique opportunity to work as greeters 
and serves at the delicious Que Village Smokehouse!  
 
The Que is a COR-certified restaurant located on 
Eglinton West, and our group was so excited to get the 
chance to help out for the evening.  
 
Using the customer service skills that they’ve learned 
from years of being part of the Pop-Up team, our group 
worked alongside Que staff to greet customers, and 
serve and bus tables all evening! 
 
We would like to thank Que for giving us this amazing 
opportunity, and we can’t wait for another chance to 
come back and help out again! We hope to see you 
again soon! 
 

Bop to the Music 

Our pre-summer Bop to the Music dance party will be 
on Monday, June 3 at the DANI Centre! Even though it 
is still a long way off, please mark your calendars for 
this fun-filled evening that you will not want to miss!  

Bop to the Music features music and dancing with Eric 
from DJ Kings, and everyone is welcome! The party will 
be held from 7:30 until 9:00 pm at the DANI Centre, for 
a fee of $10 per person, and support staff (if needed) 
are free. 

Please invite your family and friends to join us for this 
fun way to kick off the start of summer! Contact Susie 
at ssokol@dani-toronto.com or 905-889-3264 ext. 226 
to RSVP. Please note that RSVP is a must, so reserve 
your place as soon as possible! 

DANI’s 7th Annual Play! 

We are all so excited for this year’s annual play! This 
year, we will be performing Aladdin Jr. on Monday, 
May 27 at 7 pm at the Richmond Hill Centre for the 
Performing Arts. 

Rehearsals have been underway all year, where we’ve 
had the opportunity to practice our lines and learn 
choreography for the many dances. The show is very 
quickly approaching, and we can’t wait for everyone to 
see it! Be sure to invite your friends and family! 

For more information or to purchase your tickets, 
please visit the DANI website at www.dani-
toronto.com/aladdin 

Make sure you reserve your seats soon. This is a show 
that you will not want to miss! 

Our Pop-Up Lunch team had a great time helping out at The Que! 

mailto:ssokol@dani-toronto.com
http://www.dani-toronto.com/aladdin
http://www.dani-toronto.com/aladdin
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DANI’s 6th Annual Art Night 

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who joined us on Tuesday, April 2 for this year’s annual Circus-
themed Art Night! It really was a full house, and we were so glad to see everyone there to enjoy the beautiful and 
unique art pieces. Throughout the year, our artists worked on a variety of projects representing all of the amazing 
sights and acts of the circus, and we all had so much fun! 

Guests were welcomed to the evening with tickets for the concession stand, where they could enjoy a delicious 
snack of popcorn, cotton candy, and soft pretzels while they awaited our main event. The evening began with a 
short circus-themed film that gave a behind-the-scenes look at the process of creating this year’s art, followed by 
a live auction featuring four large art pieces reflecting different acts and attractions at the circus. Afterwards, the 
doors were opened to our stunning gallery, set up to look like a true circus ring under the big top! The gallery 
featured many amazing pieces available for silent auction. We also had a fun photo booth where guests could 
recreate a famous circus painting! Please see below for photos of our amazing event! (All photos on this page by 
Andrew Laszlo). 

As an added bonus, this year’s Art Night also included a display of the beautiful works of art created by our new 
Fine Lines social enterprise, which gives opportunities for the community to commission our artists to create 
unique art pieces for their homes or workplaces.  

As always, we would like to thank everyone who was involved in making our Art Night such a success: 

- Anna, for outdoing herself once again with another year of planning and leading amazing art projects 
- Izzy, for helping to lead weekly Art classes and once again taking on the role of auctioneer 
- Inna, Esti and Neima, for all the extra time they devoted to the art itself 
- Rachel, for taking photos of works in progress and helping to organize the silent auction 
- Nick, for his help during weekly art classes and especially for helping to build the stands for the gallery 
- Kathy, Anita, Katie and Ashleigh, for their help setting up the room for the silent  
- Ash, Limor, Albina, Bianca, Hunter, Sherica and Deborah, for volunteering during the evening to assist 

with the live auction as well as handing out tickets and programs at the door 
- Asaf Billet, for editing the short film 
- Rich Winkler of Happy Days, for donating the concession stands for the evening 
- Our friends and family, for coming out to support us and their enthusiasm about the evening 
- And of course, our amazing DANI artists, for all their hard work and creativity throughout the year 
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Leaving Home: Challenging 
Transitions for Adults with Special 

Needs 
 
On Thursday, May 2 DANI will be hosting an evening for 
parents, families and professionals Leaving Home: 
Challenging Transitions for Adults with Special Needs. Our 
speaker for this evening is Karla Berbrayer, who is sharing 
her personal journey finding professional support services 
and a long-term plan for the future for her own adult child 
with special needs in Winnipeg. 
 
We are also excited to announce that we have recently 
added a second speaker for this event: Talia Franzraich, 
who will be speaking about her experience transitioning 
from home into a Reena residence. 
 
This event will take place at DANI from 7:30 – 9:00 pm for 
a cost of $5 per person. Space is limited so please RSVP to 
Susie at ssokol@dani-toronto.com or 905-889-3264 ext. 
226 to reserve your place! 
 

Lovers and Learners of Canasta: A 
Day of Play 

On Thursday, May 16 the Forest Hill Jewish Center 
(360 Spadina Road) will be hosting Lovers and 
Learners of Canasta: A Day of Play, with proceeds 
going to DANI! The event will be held from 12:00 to 
4:30 pm. 

The cost for this event will be $136/per person, 
including a light lunch as well as reserving your spot 
to play! Sign up with a partner, choose your level of 
play, and join us for a day of fun! This event is open 
to players of all ages.  

RSVP is a must! Please contact Dahlia at 
dahlia@fhjc.ca or call 416-483-0883 ext. 225 for more 
information or to reserve your spot.  

Our Visit from Nik Antropov of the 
Toronto Maple Leafs! 

On Thursday, April 4, our Day Program was very excited 
to welcome former Toronto Maple Leafs star Nik 
Antropov, who stopped by to meet our adults. 

We greeted Nik with a chant of “Go Leafs, go!” and were 
excited to have the chance to take some photos with him 
and ask for a quick autograph. With so many hockey fans 
among our adults, it was great to get the chance to meet 
a real Leafs player! 

We would like to thank Nik Antropov for coming and say 
a special thanks to Fay Grunzeweig for arranging this for 
us. Go Leafs go! Welcome, Nik Antropov! 

mailto:ssokol@dani-toronto.com
mailto:dahlia@fhjc.ca
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Rubik’s Cubes with Rory 
 
Now that we have returned to our Friday Spring 
schedule, we are glad to have some extra time to 
try some new activities. For the pats two weeks, 
some of us had a great time learning to solve 
Rubik’s Cubes with Rory! 
 
Rory is the grandson of Rickie, one of our amazing 
literacy volunteers. They have both volunteered 
their mornings to teach us some tricks to solving a 
Rubik’s Cube. It’s been very challenging, but also so 
much fun! 
 
We would like to say a big thank you to Rory and 
Rickie for taking the time to visit us, and show us 
this new kind of puzzle to solve. We hope to see you 
again soon! Thank you, Rory and Rickie! 

The Que 

by Deborah 

On Monday April 1st, 2019, DANI and The Que restaurant partnered.  It was an incredible experience for me.  I had 
a shadow for the entire evening (5pm-11pm inclusive) and I learned so much from him in those six hours while I 
was waitressing with him.  My shadow was very patient with me, answered all of my questions…and I literally 
mean all of my questions. My shadow also taught me a few tricks of the trade. I felt very honoured that my shadow 
let me waitress the tables with him during the entire evening. I walked out of The Que restaurant feeling exuberant, 
for not only was this an amazing evening, but The Que’s entire staff conversed with me as a person, not a person 
with a serious Mental Health Illness; and for that I truly thank them.  

(The Que is located at 1100 Eglinton Avenue West, in Toronto.  This is a strictly kosher meat restaurant.) 

The Que 
by Alex 

 
The Pop-Up Cafe went to the Que on Monday night. I went 
with Tammy, Oksana, Terri, Deborah, and Miri. We went to 
the Que to be servers during dinner time. I cleaned the forks 
and knives with a wipe and napkin. I welcomed people 
when they came into the restaurant. I said hello to the 
people. There were a lot of people there. I served the 
people with Miri. We brought them water. I also cleaned 
the table with wipes. We said goodbye to the customers 
when they left. At the end of the night, we got to eat chicken 
fingers and French fries. They were so yummy! I felt good 
and happy. I want to go back to the Que one day. It was lots 
of fun. 
 

Alex cleaning cutlery at The Que 

Miri helps to clean at The Que 

The Que 
by Miri 

 

On Monday, I went to the Que Grill. I was a 
server and I waited tables. I was a waitress. I was 
in training with my boss and coaches. I had a 
work uniform. I liked it so much. 



April 17, 2019   Vol. 97 

 

Working at The Que 
by Terri 

 
On Monday, we went to Girl’s Group. Then, I got ready for 
Tammy to take us downtown to the restaurant. I went with 
Alex, Kathy, Oksana, Miri, Deborah and Tammy. The 
restaurant’s name is Que. We met the manager, Alden. He 
showed us around the restaurant. Then, I started to work with 
Katherine and Jack. They are servers who work there. 
 
We started to work with the customers. They came to order. 
We went to take people’s order with the menu, then the staff 
who work there put the food into their phone for the kitchen 
staff to make. People asked for drinks from the drink machine. 
We have to press the machine slowly. If it’s too much, the 
customer wouldn’t like it because it might spill. 
 
I helped them take the dishes away off the table, and put it in 
the special box for them. The restaurant serves hamburgers, 
fries, and different kinds of food. My favourite part of working 
at the Que was talking to the customers to ask them what they 
want. I would want to do it again for more hours. 

Terri using the drink machine 

The Art Show 
by Rita 

 
I would like to talk about my experience at the DANI 
Art Show. I liked the paintings at the Art Show. I liked 
the speeches. They were wonderful, and I liked Izzy’s 
costume. I saw my friends at the Art Show.  
 

There was a live auction. They had a photo booth. It 
was fun and I got to wear a costume in the photo 
booth with my mom. We would like to say thank you 
to the parents for supporting DANI. There were food 
stands to give out popcorn and candy.  
 
We had a wonderful time with the family and friends 
at the DANI Art Show. We would like to say thank you 
to the Art Team: Anna, Izza, Rachel, Esti, Neima, Nick 
and Tammy. We would like to give a special thank you 
to Inna, Hunter, Sherica and Ash for helping.  
 

Anna, congratulations on the Art Show. Susie gave 
out some flowers. We had a wonderful year with the 
staff at DANI. We had a wonderful time. Summer is 
just around the corner in June! 
 

Rita really enjoyed the live auction at the Art Night. Photo by Andrew Laszlo 

The Art Show 
by Ryan 

 
Last week, we had the Art Show and it was a lot of fun. I bid on a small piece of artwork. I won the piece of art that 
I bid on. I won 4 of them. It was a good turn out. I saw Alex, Rebecca, and Ash at the Art Show. First there was the 
bidding, and then there was the gallery. I really liked the theme of the Art Show, which was the Circus. I ate some 
snacks at the Art Show. It was so fun. I hope we do it again next year. I came with my cousin Rachel and my mom. 
We got to the Art Show around 7:00. Izzy’s costume was so cute! 
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The Art Show 
by Eric 

 
I went to the DANI Art Show with my worker and I brought 
my grandmother. The Art Show was really wonderful and 
beautiful. At the Art Show, they served circus snacks because 
the theme was the circus. They gave you popcorn, cotton 
candy, and pretzels. We bought tickets that you had to use to 
get the snacks. We saw a small movie that showed pictures 
of the paintings, the staff, and my friends. 
 
There were so many paintings in the room. My grandfather 
bought a flower painting. I saw the paintings that I made in 
the art class. I made the popcorn painting with some other 
participants. I also saw Terri’s paintings. Next time, I want to 
do more art and go again to the Art Show. 
 
I painted the big boards with Roy and Sammy, and we used 
paint rollers. I was excited to see my art and my friends’ art. I 
wanted to buy a painting and hang it in my granny’s house. I 
was also excited to see the Art Show video.  Anna and Izzy 
were in charge of the Art Show this year and they worked 
really hard. I really enjoyed making the art this year and I 
want to do it again next year. My friend Terri is a really good 
artist and so am I! 
 

The Art Show 
by Jordan F. 

 
I couldn’t wait for my parents to see the Art 
Show! It’s going to be so exciting. I hope I have 
fun at the Art Show. My painting was a horse. The 
colours were purple, orange, and pink. It was 
awesome to make it. I made it with friends. I 
painted with Eli, Anna, Carolyn and Terri. I was 
excited to see what art my friends made. I am 
proud of everyone. I am proud of myself. I got to 
dress up and wear something nice. I was excited 
to see who shows up other than the DANI folks. I 
like doing art. Abstract art is my favourite. I like 
to eat refreshments at the Art Show!  
 
I was at the Art Show last week. Many people 
were at the Art Show. I liked how everything 
looked at the Art Show. I went with my mom and 
dad to the Art Show. I made some paintings for 
the Art Show like the “horse” painting. I liked all 
the drawings, paintings, and art. I saw Rachel at 
the Art Show. She looked at the paintings. I saw 
Albina at the Art Show. She was helping with the 
live auction. Most of all, I liked seeing younger 
kids there and thinking about what grade they 
are in. The Art Show was fun. Afterwards, I went 
with my family to get some pizza.  
 

Eric helps put together the frames for the art stands 

Jordan F. works on his horse picture for the Art Night 
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The Art Show 
by Noah 

 
For the Art show, I was responsible for creating the fire 
painting on the giant canvas. I also created the painting with 
the lights. I also made the painting with the ice cream and 
sprinkles, and the giant canvas with the fire. I really enjoyed 
making these two pieces. I also enjoyed working with all my 
friends. Some of the friends that I worked with were Josh, 
Jesse S., Jordan F., Jesse G., Eric and Leiba. I also really enjoyed 
working with the DANI staff. I worked with Roy, Hunter, 
Rachel, Neima and Izzy. 
 
The ice cream and popcorn paintings looked so real. It made 
me want to eat them! Hopefully, next year I will be able to go 
to the Art Show. Thank you to all the staff members at DANI 
for allowing me to create all the art pieces!  
 

Noah helps putting the finishing touches on the ice cream 
painting 

The Art Show 
by Jesse S. 

 
This article was written on the morning of 
April 2, before this year’s Art Night! 
 
 
The Art Show is on Tuesday, April 2. We do an 
Art Show every year. The theme this year is the 
Circus. The circus is fun! I went to the circus 
when I was little. I like to eat at the circus. I like 
the elephants at the circus. I made two special 
paintings for the art show. I painted and used 
the drawings from my notebooks to make my 
art. I will wear my blue cords and a white shirt. 
I will wear a purple tie. Mom and dad and Adam 
are coming to the Art Show. I am nervous and 
excited about the Art Show.  
 

Jesse's two special paintings for the Art Show. Photo by Andrew Laszlo 

The Art Show 
by Sammy 

 

DANI had Art Show on Tuesday at 7 pm. I made a painting for 
it. Other people also made paintings for it. They will hang the 
paintings on the wall. They auction off the paintings to raise 
money to go to DANI. I was excited to buy my painting. I hoped 
I would get the painting! 
 
I came with my sister Luna and my friend David. David bought 
the painting for me. The painting was a lot of money. I was so 
happy that I got the painting! The Art Show was very fun. I got 
there around 7:00. I loved the Art Show because it was fun and 
I got to buy my painting. I was talking about buying my painting 
for weeks. I saw Ash at the Art Show. I miss him because he 
does not work here anymore. I took the bus to the Art Show, 
and my friend David took me home in his car.  
 

Sammy was very excited to buy the painting he worked on 
so hard! 
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The Art Show 
by Josh 

 
I came with my mom to the Art Show at DANI. 
My dad dropped us off. There were so many 
people! When we got in, my mom gave me a 
ticket to get popcorn. Then we sat down and 
watched a movie about us doing the paintings 
for the Art Show. After the movie, we went to 
the art gallery room. There were paintings 
everywhere! I saw my painting. It had a monkey 
on it. I saw Roy, Sarah and Izzy, Tal, Sabrina, 
Ashleigh, Ash and Rachel. I also saw Danny, 
Sammy, Alex and some other people from DANI. 
I had a good time! 
 

Josh and Noah work together on the Monkey project for the Art Night 

The Art Show 
by Guitti 

 
The Art Show was Tuesday, April 2 at DANI. It was all about the 
circus. All year, we painted, and we glued animals on the 
canvas. There was an auction. There was a lot of guests at 
DANI. First, there was a movie about DANI. Neima did my 
makeup for the movie. Izzy gave a speech about DANI. My 
friends surprised me by coming to DANI. The program room 
was full of Circus art like ice cream cones, clowns, balloons, 
and a circus tent. My friends came to the Art Show. My Aunt 
Chanie came. She loved the whole Art Show. There was 
popcorn, cotton candy, and pretzels. We all dressed up pretty. 
We had our make-up done and my hair done. I bought a big 
painting.  
 

Guitti and her friends got dressed up to make a video for the Art 
Night! 

The Art Show 
by Allan 

 
This article was written on the morning of April 2, before this year’s Art Show! 
 
I was excited about the Art Show. I will be at the Art Show. My mom is coming to the Art Show. I will see the blue 
painting at the show. There will be a lot of people at the show. It is going to be a lot of fun. I helped make art for 
the show. I am excited to see the art at the show. The art show is good. I am excited to see the artwork.  
 

Purim 
by Efrat 

 
I dressed up as a gypsy for Purim. I gave mishloach 
manot to people, and I also heard the Megillah. I 
also went to the carnival. We had a party at DANI. 
I had hamantaschen. I took a photo with my 
friends. I saw a fashion show. I enjoyed Purim 
because it is my favourite holiday. My favourite 
part was taking photos. I love to eat 
hamantaschen. I like to dress up for Purim. My 
favourite part of the carnival was basketball. I 
liked Jordan’s costume. At home, I had chicken for 
dinner and veggies. It tasted great. 
 

Efrat shows off her costume in our Purim Fashion Show! 
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Purim 
by Rafi 

 
I was Bruno Mars for Purim. We all sat down for 
music. We had drumsticks. We were dancing. 
Steven wore a cape. We took a picture. I had 
drumsticks. I told jokes with Jordan. We made 
bags of candy and chips. We did some art. We 
made masks. We played bowling.  We put the 
hat on the picture. I wore a blindfold. We took 
some more pictures. We ate hamantaschen. I 
liked to eat the hamantaschen. 
 

Rafi had fun at the photo booth at our Purim 
carnival 

Purim 
By Dori 

 
On Thursday, it was Purim. I came to DANI on Purim. I wore a 
costume and it was a fireman. Izzy read the Megillah. I was 
very quiet, but when we heard Haman, we made noise! Anat 
came to play music. She played and sang Purim songs. 
 
In the afternoon, we had a carnival. At the carnival, we made 
mishloach manot, Purim cards, and played games. After the 
carnival, we had a seuda with drinks and snacks. We ate 
hamantaschen and mocktails. My costume was very nice, and 
Purim was very fun. I had fun with all my friends. Purim is my 
favourite holiday.  
 

Dori showing off his costume in the fashion show 

My Last Day 
by Eli 

 
On behalf of everyone at DANI, we would like to wish Eli the best 
of luck with the new opportunities he is moving on to! We will 
miss you.  
 
Hello, DANI people! 
 
Today is my last day to give you the news. I’ll kind of miss this 
place a little bit. The first time I came to DANI was for Bridges. 
The next thing I knew, I was helping the Day Program at DANI. 
Never saw it coming! 
 
I will miss Orly and her cooking. I will miss the plays and the 
reception. I will miss the dance parties after lunch, especially 
when Anna picks the music.  
 
I will also miss the field trips. A suggestion for you guys is to go 
do the Riding Zone. One more thing I will miss is not getting the 
chance to be the Artful Dodger if you do Oliver Twist. I want to 
play this part a lot. I’ll miss you all.  
 
Alex, think about me when you play our favourite songs. I’ll see 
you all around. I’ll miss you, and kind of I love you. Goodbye, 
DANI people! 
 

Eli as Gaston in last year's performance of Beauty and the Beast 
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 My Weekend 
by Carolyn 

 
I was so excited to see the movie called Dumbo. 
On Friday right after DANI, I couldn’t find my 
house key. On my way home, I called Liam and I 
said “I can’t find my house key!” But I found it in 
a mystery spot. I was looking forward to get 
ready for Terri to sleepover, but I had a cold. 
 

On Saturday morning, I was getting ready for the 
movie. Right after lunch, Mel drove me to the 
Promenade Mall. Terri’s Mom payed for the 
movie for us. The first store that we went to was 
Claire’s. I bought two new sunglasses. The 
second store that we went to was the dollar 
store. I bought Kleenex boxes and Halls. Terri 
bought me a drink from Tim Horton’s. We went 
to the movie. The movie didn’t start on time. The 
movie didn’t end on time either. My dad drove 
me home. 

 

Carolyn was very excited to see Dumbo over the weekend 

[This poem is lovingly dedicated to S.M.] 
 

Hi 
by Deborah  

 
Four months ago I wrote to you… 

Tell me how are you doing, what is new? 
 

How do you begin and end each day… 
Has a magnificent rainbow come your way? 

 
How would you describe a sunrise and sunset… 
Is it better than you imagined it could ever get? 

 
You are far away, but yet you’re not… 

I remember the lessons that were taught. 
 

There are so many questions I have for you… 
But this I’m convinced you already knew. 

 
One more thing before this poem I do send… 

My love towards you will never end. 

What We’re Working On 

Our Fine Motors: Judaica Crafts group is getting ready for 
Pesach by making their own Haggadah to use at the seder! 

Our Parsha class has been learning about the story of Passover, 
and discussing which kinds of foods can be eaten during the 
holiday. 

Even though the Art Night is over, our Art group is still having 
fun with some spring themed paintings. 

Our Cooking group enjoyed making some delicious chocolate 
chip cookies, and a new creamy risotto recipe. 

Left: Daniel works on a new painting 
Right: Aliza helps mix the chocolate chip cookies 


