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Announcements 
 

Please note that our Day Program will be closed Monday, January 1 for New 
Year’s Day. 
 
We would like to thank everyone who chose DANI’s homemade sufganyot 
and latkes for their holiday celebrations. Your support goes a long way to 
helping support our programs. 
 
A reminder to all families to ensure that participants are dressed 
appropriately for the weather! Please label belongings to ensure they go 
home with the correct owner. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support of our newsletter. As always, 
everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles or ideas. Any 
contributions to the newsletter can be sent to Rachel Albert at 
newsletter@dani-toronto.com 
 

DANI WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

DANI 
501 Clark Avenue West 
Thornhill, ON, L4J 4E5 

WWW.DANI-TORONTO.COM Phone: 905-889-3264 
Email: info@dani-toronto.com 
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 Hungarian Night at DANI! 

On Thursday, December 21, DANI was very excited to host our second evening in our Culinary Delights Around 
the World series. We were so glad to welcome everyone who joined us for this wonderful evening of delicious 
and authentic food, beautiful décor and live entertainment. Please look out for our next edition of the DANI Days 
newsletter for full coverage of the event. We would like to invite everyone who attended to please send in photos 
and feedback to newsletter@dani-toronto.com to feature in our next edition. 

 

 

To find out about our Chanukah celebrations, see page 3 To find out more about Sunday Program, see page 4 

mailto:newsletter@dani-toronto.com
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Our Pop-Up Lunch Partners 

Our Pop-Up Lunch teams are enjoying their well-deserved 
break over the holidays, with some delicious treats! Our 
teams were treated to some delicious sufganyot, and 
enjoyed lunch at Howie T’s to end off their first season of 
work.  

Our Pop-Up team will be off for the holidays, but don’t 
worry! They will be returning on January 9, 2018 to offer 
more delicious lunches! 

Our Pop-Up Lunch program provides COR dairy lunch 
options prepared by the DANI kitchen, and served at your 
location by a crew of our young adults. To find out more 
about our program, please visit our website at: 
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-
lunch/ 

  

 

Culinary Delights from Around the 
World 

DANI is thrilled to bring you our next Culinary Delights 
from Around the World dinner experience. Our next 
amazing evening will be our Italian Dinner on 
Wednesday, January 24. 

Our Culinary Delights from Around the World offer an 
evening dining experience featuring Kosher cuisine 
from a country around the world. Each of our dinners 
has been created under the guidance of culinary 
advisers specialized in each cuisine, to ensure an 
authentic experience.  

Reservations are required as seating is limited, so 
please hurry to reserve a spot! For more information 
or to view menus, please visit our website at 
http://dani-toronto.com/culinary-delights-around-
world. Please contact us at 905-889-3264 ext. 227 to 
reserve your seats! 

DANI Gives Back: Chankuah Toy 
Drive for Chai Lifeline 

The adults at DANI love to give back to their community. 
Over the past month, DANI has collected gifts for Chai 
Lifeline’s annual toy drive. Each year, Chai Lifeline 
collects toys to help children keep occupied and happy 
over the holidays, while they are undergoing medical 
procedures and hospital stays.  

We would like to thank everyone for supporting the toy 
drive. With your support, we were able to collect a large 
box full of toys for the children, which were collected 
last week by Max Blum.  

To learn more about this wonderful organization and 
their annual toy drive, please visit Chai Lifeline’s website  
at https://chailifelinecanada.org/events/chanukah-toy-
drive/  Thank you again for your support.  

Our Thursday Pop-Up team enjoying a delicious meal at Howie T's 

Max Blum collecting the toys DANI gathered for Chai Lifeline's toy drive 

http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
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http://dani-toronto.com/culinary-delights-around-world
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Strings Attached 

On Wednesday, December 20, our Day Program and 
café guests were treated to an amazing performance 
by Strings Attached Orchestra, a group of string 
musicians who is devoted to bringing music into the 
lives of community members.  

Five members of the orchestra visited us at the DANI 
Centre to play some Chanukah music for our 
participants and café guests. We all had a great time 
listening to the performance and were glad to hear so 
many of our favourite songs. 

Afterwards, we presented each performer with some 
delicious cookies from the DANI kitchen as a token of 
our appreciation. We would like to thank the 
members of Strings Attached again for visiting us, and 
for the wonderful performance. We hope to see you 
all again soon!  

Thank You, Malka! 
 

Last week, we were happy to welcome back Malka, a 
volunteer who we met last year during her visit to 
Canada. We were glad to catch up with Malka and to 
have her join us for our weekly activities. 
 
We were especially excited to have Malka join our 
weekly Dance class, where she led some Zumba for 
everyone! We all had a lot of fun practicing the moves 
and trying to keep up with the fast pace. It was a great 
way to stay warm during the cold weather! 
 
We would like to thank Malka for coming, and we are 
looking forward to more of her help, and especially more 
Zumba classes, over the next few weeks! 

DANI Celebrates Chanukah 

Chanukah is always one of our favourite holidays to 
celebrate! Our Day Program had a great time reviewing 
the history of Chanukah and how it is celebrated. We 
ended each day by lighting the candles and saying the 
prayers. 

We also had a great time decorating and eating our own 
sufganyot with icing and sprinkles. We all had a lot of fun 
creating our unique treats and they were delicious! 

Our Day Program was also treated to a special 
performance by Yanir Kilinsky, who visited us on 
Wednesday, December 13 to perform some of our 
favourite Chanukah songs. Everyone had a great time 
with the performance, and we were so happy to listen to 
the music. We would like to thank Yanir Kilinsky for 
performing for us, and we hope to see you again! 

Chanukah celebrations with our Day Program 

Listening to Chanukah songs performed by our amazing guests from Strings 
Attached 

Zumba class led by Malka 
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Our First Sunday Program 
Session 

Our Sunday Program ended their first session of the 
new program year with a Chanukah party, with 
guests from BBYO who joined us for lots of fun 
Chanukah-themed activities. Our groups created 
menorahs using pasta and beans, played “Pin the 
Candle on the Menorah” and decorated delicious 
cookies. 

Aside from the Chanukah party, our Sunday 
Program has had a great session full of many of our 
favourite activities. Our group had fun seeing the 
animals at Reptilia, watching an IMAX movie at the 
Science Centre, taking part in theme days at DANI, 
and visiting the JCC for sports and games. We had a 
great time, and we are already looking forward to 
our next session in the New Year! 

Top: Parachute games at the JCC 
Bottom: Chanukah activities with our friends from BBYO 

The Chanukah Party 
by Guitti 

 
On Sunday December 17, DANI had a Chanukah party! 
We made Chanukah cookies and we bought delicious 
donuts and we ate some and we took some home! We 
sang Chanukah songs like Maoz Tzur and Oh Chanukah 
and we gave each other Chanukah gifts.  We eat lakes for 
lunch. We light the menorah. Last, we went home. 

Guitti and Tamara work on Chanukah art at the party 

Chanukah Party 
by Alex 

 
I was with Tamara, Chavi, Barry, Jenny, Terri, Carolyn, 
Ryan, and Rebecca. We had some visitors. I was with 
Jenny. We had a party for Chanukah. We lit the 
menorah. We lit 5 candles. It was the fifth day. Roy lit 
the candles. The candles were orange. At 2:00, BBYO 
came. We decorated cookies. We used sprinkles. They 
were yellow and white. The cookies looked like a 
dreidel. Some cookies looked like a menorah. I put 
sprinkles on the menorah.  
 

I ate lunch in the program room. At 2:00, we went to 
Garnet. BBYO was there. I put candles on the menorah. 
The menorah was not real. It was a game. I covered my 
eyes and put the candles on the menorah. I made a 
menorah from seeds and paste. At 3:30, we had 
doughnuts. It was a jelly doughnut. It was yummy. The 
party was on December 17th. I liked the party because 
we spun the dreidels. I liked the candles. They were 
bright. I like Chanukah because I eat chocolate money. 
First, we washed our hands. Then, we had the jelly 
doughnuts. It tastes yummy! We went back to DANI. 
We played games. The party was for Chanukah. It was 
fun. 

Alex and his friends make a menorah with guests from BBYO 
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Chanukah Parties 
by Rita 

 
I will talk about the Chanukah party. It was at DANI. All my 
friends came to the Chanukah party. I saw Terri, Ryan, 
Jenny, Guitti, Josh, Jeff and Danny. My mom led the dance 
at the Chanukah party. Susie lit the candles at the party. 
Chanukah is a Jewish holiday. I got to celebrate Chanukah 
with all my friends at DANI. We ate doughnuts and latkes. 
We enjoyed the dances with my mom. It was a lot of fun 
at the party. Everybody enjoyed the party. My favourite 
thing at the party was the doughnuts. I liked the dances 
with my mom. I want to say happy Chanukah to 
everybody. We were very excited for the event at night.  

 
I will talk about celebrating Chanukah with my family. It 
was at my Aunt Janet’s house. I spun the dreidel. We had 
doughnuts. I liked the Chanukah party. We had Chanukah 
music. My Uncle Sam and my cousin took pictures of us 
having dinner together with the family. My favourite thing 
was the jelly doughnuts. My cousins Alexandra and Emily 
were there. We had a great time. I wore a dress to the 
party. My Aunt Janet was the host. We had a lot of food. I 
want to say Happy Chanukah to everyone! 
 

Rita and her uncle at her family's Chanukah party 

My Chanukah Party 
by Jesse 

 
Mom, dad and Adam came for dinner. Uncle Les 
and Aunt Eva came. Uncle Jay and Aunt Debbie 
came. Everyone came because it was a family 
Chanukah party. I had dinner. I ate potato latkes 
and applesauce. I had vanilla cake. We had tuna 
wraps. We had hummus. We had cheese pizza. We 
played games. I did Sharon, Lois and Bram puzzles 
with mom and dad. I listened to the Eric Nagler CD 
“Come on in”. I did Disney puzzles with Adam. I did 
Barney puzzles with Uncle Les. I danced the Hora 
with daddy and Adam. Mom danced with me. I liked 
eating the chicken soup. I liked eating he egg salad. 
Thank you for coming! The Chanukah party was fun. 
It was at my house. Everyone came at 7:30. They 
left at 12:00. I listened to a Chanukah CD. We heard 
“Oh Chanukah” and “Have a Little Dreidel”. The 
potato latkes were hot.   
 

Jesse and his uncle at the Saperia family Chanukah party 

Basketball 
by Josh 

 
The DANI staff and I went to the gym. We went to the community centre to play basketball. I was on Danny’s team. 
We did not win, but that is okay. Basketball is fun, and it is good exercise. I liked spending time with my friends. At 
the community centre the gym has basketball nets. We went on Sunday at 2:00. We left at 4:00. We went to play 
games and spend time with our friends. We also go because it’s healthy to do physical activity. We took the bus to 
get to the community centre. We spent two hours at the community centre. We split into teams and played 
basketball.  
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Out of the Cold 
by Terri 

 
I came to DANI on Wednesday to go to Out of the Cold. We 
got in the car to go to the program. When we got there, we 
met Rickie and we got our nametags. We come to give the 
people cookies and go downstairs where they play Bingo. 
Then, we went upstairs to give people cookies. The sleep on 
the mats. We met the people. When we came back to DANI, 
we went home by 8:30. I think it was a nice program that we 
learned about. We learned how people don’t have a house, so 
they live on the streets. We give them treats because they 
don’t get food. I liked going there. 
 

Terri and her friends from Dinner and Chillin' package food for Out 
of the Cold 

The Play 
by Noah 

 
I do the play with my DANI friends. Rachel is my partner for the dance. We rehearsed the Beauty and the Beast play and 
we rehearsed the lines and the dances. I like being in the play because I enjoy acting and having fun with everybody. I 
didn’t like watching the dances that I wasn’t part of because I want to participate as much as possible. The best part 
was being part of “Gaston.” Next time, I want to be in more dances. We rehearsed in the program room.  

 
We do play practice at 11, and we finish in time for lunch at 12. We rehearse so we can be ready for the day we must 
perform. I liked it because I enjoy being the narrator and dancing. Other people might like it too because rehearsing 
works our brains by having us remember our lines and dance moves. We rehearse for an hour. We all said our lines that 
we have to remember for the play.  

Tomchei Shabbos 
by Talya 

 
I go to Tomchei every Monday. I go with a group 
of staff, students and other people from DANI. 
We get there with the DANI vans. When we get 
there, we pack food for people who don’t have 
money.  
 
My job is to put the eggs in the boxes. I need to 
make sure the eggs don’t crack. When I am done 
with a box of eggs, I put it away and start another 
one. We leave the empty boxes for another DANI 
group that comes on another day to break them 
and throw them out for recycling. 

 
I like going to Tomchei because it’s fun and I like 
to help. We put out the boxes for the other 
group so they have work to do. My group packs 
boxes for people who don’t have food. It’s a nice 
thing to do because some people don’t have 
money. I like going to Tomchei because I like 
putting the eggs in the box. I think eggs are a 
good idea because they are healthy. It is easier 
than cooking. I like putting boxes for Tal’s group 
because it makes it easier for them.The best part 
is helping people who don’t have money.  
 

Talya's group saves boxes for the other team at Tomchei. Emmanuel, Steven and 
Andrew break down boxes and throw them away 
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What We’re Working On 

Our Independent Living Skills class wrapped up their 
discussion of goals after working on setting some 
goals of their own. 

Our Art class has enjoyed using clay for our latest 
project, and we’re all so excited for the Art Night 
which is already quickly approaching! 

We are also very excited to have rehearsed most of 
the first half of this year’s play, and we are looking 
forward to learning new scenes in the New Year! 

Eli, Sierra, Jordan F. and Ryan at the JCC 

Candles 
by Ryan 

 
I was with Jordan F., Sierra, Albina, Eli and Tzvi. We sold candles 
last Thursday up North by the JCC. I liked being a part of a good 
cause. I didn’t like how there aren’t a lot of participants from 
DANI that go. I want to continue doing the same thing. My dad 
picked me up from DANI, and I went.  

 
We sold the candles from 1:30 - 2:30. We got back to DANI at 
3:00. We sold the candles to support DANI. It’s nice to do 
something new all the time. Other people might like it too 
because it’s a way to support a great community. We got there 
in the DANI van. We each had a job, like standing by the door and 
who is the cashier.  
 

How I’ve Changed This Year 
by Carolyn 

 
This year, I learned how to be independent.  I can 
call BTS by myself to get a ride home and plus 
cancel my ride by myself.  Sometimes I feed my 
fish Blue on my own. I feed Blue on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. I taught myself to blog. 
First, I put my paragraph in drafts and when it’s 
done I publish it.  I self-taught how to change my 
profile and my cover picture. I learned how to use 
Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat. It’s an 
icon my phone.  This year was great at home and 
plus DANI because I was learning and teaching 
myself at the same time. 

One of Carolyn's profile pictures 

The Snow 
by Sammy 

 
I don’t like the snow. The snow is very slippery, and I feel like I might fall. I walk slow and carefully, especially when 
I cross the road. It is hard for me to wake up in the morning because it is cold and dark outside. If I had to choose 
between snow and rain, I would choose rain. It is wet, but at least I won’t fall. I have winter boots and they are 
warm and cosy. Last week, it was snowing a lot. I stayed home so I would not have to walk in the snow. When it 
was warmer outside, so the snow might melt. When the snow melts, I want to go outside and walk. Even when it 
is not snowing, I still wear my winter boots in the winter because they protect my feet from the ground. It is still 
very wet! 

Danny and Bianca work on an art project for this 
year's Art Night 
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Stupefying & Perplexing 
by Deborah 

 

It's that time of year. 

Or rather, it's the month when everything is consistently inconsistent. 

I'm referring to the month of December. I don't know about you, but for some inexplicable 
reason, I seem to find everyone seems to be courteous and everything seems to be merrier; 
and I firmly believe it has absolutely nothing to do with being Canadian.  I will now attempt 

to clarify my hypothesis. 

The commercials on television have “je ne sais quoi”, but I actually seem to be more 
captivated and interested in the commercials shown in December, no matter how many 

times I have seen it. 

The music played in the malls and stores actually influence me to enter their establishment, 
not because I want to buy anything, but because of a song I hear playing at that particular 

moment and I happen to be quite fond of the song. 

The sales associates happen to be friendlier to me; they actually walk around the counter 
and give me the bag containing my purchased item. 

Bus drivers actually stop at the bus stop and truly wait for me, upon seeing I am struggling 
to get to the stop. 

Then I notice January 1st comes and everything goes back to usual. 

Dear Readers, by now you all know me quite well, in fact, you probably know me better 
than I know myself.  I have been thinking, okay, okay, I'll be honest; I've been ruminating on 
this issue, the issue of people positively changing for one entire month and then reverting 

back to their usual selves.  Society shows me every December that positive 
change can happen, that society can do it. 

Then why can't society change their way of thinking when it comes to viewing individuals 
with any type of disability? 

"Life is like a ten speed bicycle. Most of us have gears we never use".  (Charles M. Schulz) 

 


