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Announcements 
 
To all families who are part of our Day Program, please keep in mind program 
closures on the following dates: 

- We will be closing at 2:00 pm on Wednesday, October 4 for Eruv 
Sukkot, and on Wednesday, October 11 for Eruv Shemini  Atzeret 

- Thursday, October 5 and Friday, October 6 for Sukkot 
- Thursday, October 12 for Shemini Atzeret and Friday, October 13 

for Simchat Torah 

Please join us on Monday, October 30 at 8:00 pm, at the Beth Avraham 
Yoseph of Toronto Synagogue (613 Clark Avenue West) for “Fish Don’t Climb 
Trees,” a Fresh Lens on Inclusion with Dr. Sarah Kranz-Ciment. For more 
information, please contact Susie at ssokol@torontojdn.org 
 

Thank you all for your continued support of our newsletter. As always, 
everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles or ideas. Any 
contributions to the newsletter can be sent to Rachel Albert at 
newsletter@dani-toronto.com 
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DANI HOPES EVERYONE HAD AN EASY AND 
MEANINGFUL FAST! 
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 Art Night: We Need Your Help! 

Planning is already well underway for this year’s annual Art Night: A Night at the Movies! We will need everyone’s 
help to execute one of our upcoming art projects. If anyone has any old or antique teacups, teapots, or mugs that 
they no longer use and would be willing to donate for an art project, please bring them to Izzy at the DANI Centre. 
Let us transform your unused cups into mesmerizing pieces of art! 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for this year’s annual Art Night, which will be on Tuesday, March 20. Please 
stay tuned for further details and lots of news about our works in progress throughout the year. More details 
about the Art Night will be available in upcoming newsletters.  

 

To find out more about our Challah Pop-Up at the JCC, see page 3 To find out more about our holiday preprations with Eitz 
Chaim, see page 3 

mailto:ssokol@torontojdn.org
mailto:newsletter@dani-toronto.com
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DANI Gets Ready for Sukkot! 

We were so excited to begin building our Sukkah this 
Monday. The beautiful Sukkah was donated to us last 
year by David and Debbie Diamond, and we would like 
to thank them once again for their generosity. 

We are looking forward to finishing off our new 
decorations prepared by our Art class to use inside, and 
add tables so everyone can enjoy their meals. Please 
see pages 3 and 7 for more about our decorations. 

We hope the weather will be nice so everyone can join 
us at the DANI Café during Chol Hamoed and enjoy a 
delicious lunch in our Sukkah.  

Our Sukkot hours are: Tuesday, October 10 from 11 am 
– 2 pm, and Wednesday, October 11, from 11 am – 1 
pm. We hope to see everyone there! 

  

Our Pop-Up Lunch Partners 

Our Pop-Up Lunch crew is enjoying a nice break over 
the holidays. Last week, our team visited Cornerstone 
Psychological Services, where we had a great time 
delivering our delicious lunches to their staff team. 

With such a busy year coming up, our team is enjoying 
the opportunity to have a couple of days off to gear up 
for a brand new year of Pop-Up Lunches, now 
available three days a week. If you are interested in 
scheduling us to visit your location for lunch, please 
contact Ash at atabak@dani-toronto.com 

Our Pop-Up Lunch program provides COR dairy lunch 
options prepared by the DANI kitchen, and served at 
your location by a crew of our young adults. To find 
out more about our program, please visit our website 
at: http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-
pop-up-lunch/ 

  

 

Our beautiful Sukkah decorated by the DANI participants last year. We can't 
wait to see what our new decorations will look like! 

DANI’s Sukkah Party 

Please join us on Tuesday, October 10 at the DANI 
Centre for an amazing Sukkah Party for DANI, Yachad 
and Bnei Akiva. 

Our doors will be open from 7 – 8:30 pm. Please join us 
for a delicious pizza dinner, and music with Eric from DJ 
Kings. We are so excited to celebrate Sukkot with all of 
you! 

Please note that admission to the party will be $10, and 
individuals must bring their own support if needed. We 
are looking forward to a great night 

Please come and celebrate with us. We hope to see you 
all there!  

Our Pop-Up Lunch team at Cornerstone Psychological Services 

mailto:atabak@dani-toronto.com
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
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Our Pop-Up Lunch team at Cornerstone 

Congratulations, Ashleigh! 

We are all very excited to introduce yet another new 
member of the DANI family – Luke Molinaro! We would like 
to say a big congratulations to Ashleigh and her family on 
the birth of their son just over a week ago. Ashleigh, we 
hope you enjoy your time off with your family, and we are 
looking forward to meeting Luke and seeing you again soon. 
We hope Kasper is enjoying his paw-ternity leave, too! 

Luke Molinaro, the newest member of the DANI family 

Top: Rivka, Terri and Susie help to shape the challot 
Bottom: our Pop-Up team selling challah at the Schwartz/Reisman Centre 

Our Visit from Eitz Chaim 

On Tuesday, September 19, we had such a beautiful 
morning when our friends Eitz Chaim visited us to do some 
holiday activities together.  

After getting the chance to introduce ourselves and get to 
know each other a little bit, we talked about some of our 
favourite things to do on Rosh Hashanah. 

With all of the holidays coming up, we decided it was the 
perfect chance to get ready for them! We spent the morning 
creating our own unique holiday cards to exchange with our 
new friends or to take home for friends and family, and we 
got started on making some decorations for the DANI 
sukkah. 

We had a great time with our new friends from Eitz Chaim, 
and we would love to see them all again soon! We would 
like to thank the students from Eitz Chaim for the great 
morning together. We had a lot of fun.  

Chag sameach to all of our new friends! 

Challah for the Holidays 

On Friday, September 15, DANI’s Pop-Up Lunch 
crew visited the Schwartz/Reisman Centre for our 
first Challah Pop-Up, just in time for the holidays!  

Our homemade challahs were baked in the DANI 
kitchen, with help from our wonderful volunteer, 
Rivka, and some of our DANI participants. We 
were very excited to take the delicious challah 
buns to the Schwartz/Reisman Centre. 

We would like to thank Anat for creating the 
delicious dough; Terri, Talya and Rivka for shaping 
the challot; Terri, Guitti and Ash for selling them; 
and Karina, the Inclusion Coordinator at the 
Schwartz/Reisman Centre for making it all happen. 

Our challot were so popular, we sold out within 
the first 20 minutes! We would like to thank the 
Schwartz/Reisman Centre for their support and 
hope to go back again someday soon!  

Holiday cards and decorations with Eitz Chaim 
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My Holiday 
by Sammy 

 
I went to the synagogue and then I went to my brother’s house to have dinner. My mom and I were there to have 
dinner with my brother. We ate apples and salad. When we finished dinner, we went home. When I got home, I 
was tired so I went to bed. I also had a bit of wine at dinner. It was white wine and I enjoyed it. The next day, I 
went to the synagogue again by myself. I went to listen to the shofar. I had dinner in the living room with my 
family. After dinner, I went back to the synagogue. 

Rosh Hashanah 
by Alex 

 

I put honey on the apple. I dip the apple in the honey. 
I was with mom, dad and Jake. Mickey came to my 
house. Penny and Lou came to my house. Peter and 
Jeannie came over. Raymond and Carol came to our 
house. Jake and Andrea came. 

 
I went to shul at Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda. I read the 
siddur. I read about the Jewish New Year. I sat with 
mom and dad. The rabbi blew the shofar. It was loud. 
I ate squash, potatoes and turkey for dinner. I ate 
Kreplach (beef). I ate salad. I ate chocolate cake. 

 
Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year. We eat 
apples and honey. I saw the Star of David. Rosh 
Hashanah was on Thursday, September 21 and 
Friday. September 22. I like Rosh Hashanah because 
we do davening. We read the  siddur. We blow the 
shofar and dip apples in honey. I ate the challah. 
With raisins. I ate watermelon. Shana tova, mom and 
dad! 
 

Alex making a Rosh Hashanah card for his family 

The Holidays 
by Guitti 

 

On September 20, it was Rosh Hashanah. We celebrate by 
going to shul and hearing the shofar to wake us up. We 
eat the head of the fish because we want to be the head 
and not the tail. We dip apples in honey so we have a 
sweet new year! We also dip challah in honey. We 
celebrate Rosh Hashanah with our families. We wish 
everyone a Shana Tova!  
 
I will be traveling alone by plane to Argentina for the Yom 
Tovim. I will be staying with my sister and my brother-in-
law. I will help my sister prepare for Yom Kippur and 
Sukkot. I feel scared about traveling alone because I have 
never travelled alone, but I am also excited to travel 
alone. I will be celebrating Yom Kippur and Sukkot with 
them. The shul there is small, but there is room for 
everyone. I have been there before. I like that there is a 
Kosher McDonalds there. My sister lives in Argentina in 
the biggest city. Etti moved so now she has a bigger 
apartment. I feel proud to travel alone with Etti’s friend. 

Guitti visits the Kosher McDonalds in Argentina 
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Rosh Hashanah 
by Talya 

 
I will be celebrating Rosh Hashanah at my cousin Michelle’s house for the first night, and with my mom’s friend 
for the second night. On Rosh Hashanah, I will go to shul and have fancy meals. I will eat gefilte fish, chicken and 
apples dipped in honey. My favourite thing about Rosh Hashanah is getting to celebrate it with my mom and my 
sister.  
 
I love wishing people Shana Tova Umetukah, which means “Have a good and sweet year!” I wish everyone to have 
a happy and healthy year! 
 

Celebrations 
by Jesse S. 

 
I like Rosh Hashanah because I eat apples and honey. I 
will eat potato kugel.  Sarah, Jamie, Corey, Jordy, Sheryl 
and Ashley are coming for dinner. I will eat chicken and 
rice. Uncle Michael and Aunt Karen are coming. Aunt 
Debbie and Uncle Jay are coming. Everyone is coming 
to my house.  
 
I play games with mom and dad. I play Barney games. 
Rosh Hashanah is in September. It is on Thursday and 
Friday. Lots of people are coming. They will play puzzles 
with me. I want to say thank you for coming. Thank you 
everybody.  
 
My birthday is on September 24. I will have chocolate 
cake. Thank you mom and dad for the cake. Adam and 
Jen are coming for the party. I will open the presents 
with Adam. Mom will give me a card. Mom will make 
the cake. Thank you for dinner mom. 
 

Jesse S. and his parents celebrate his birthday at DANI 

Rosh Hashanah 
by Josh 

 
I celebrated Rosh Hashanah with my mom, my dad and Rae. We ate dinner. We had soup, rice, and meatballs with 
sauce. My favourite part was having dinner. We also at apples. We had dinner at home in the kitchen. It was on a 
Wednesday night. We celebrate because it is a good holiday tradition. We celebrate the Jewish New Year. We 
celebrate by enjoying family company and eating together.  
 

Girl’s Group 
by Rita 

 
I will talk about Girl’s Group. We went to Vaughan Mills. 
Guitti, Katie and I wore tiaras at the mall. We looked like 
princesses. We got drinks in the food court and we 
walked to our friends. Efrat is new to Girl’s Group. We 
love hanging out with Efrat and showing her around the 
mall. We want to welcome Efrat to Girl’s Group.  I know 
her from DANI. Carina and Katie are the new staff for 
Girl’s Group. We will have fun with Carina and Katie. We 
are all friends at Girl’s Group and we are happy for the 

new year.  
 

Rita, Efrat and Guitti try on tiaras with the Girl's Group 
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Candles Program 
by Ryan 

 

Me, Albina, Jordan, Tzvi and Eli will be doing candles 
on Thursdays. We are going to give the candles to 
people for Shabbos. We put the candles in wrapping 
and give it to people. It is important to give back to 
the community. I like giving the candles to people.  
 
We package the candles at DANI, and then we leave 
to go hand them out to people in the community. 
We do candles on Thursdays, usually from 1 - 2 pm. 
We do it because it is nice to give back to the 
community. We are also doing it to celebrate certain 
holidays, such as Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
We will walk around and hand the candles out to 
people. 
 

Beautifully packaged candles, ready to be distributed! 

Movie Review: Alvin and the 
Chipmunks 
by Jordan F. 

 
The movie I want to talk about is Alvin and the Chipmunks. 
The movie is about Dave, who is a funny guy, and about 
three little chipmunks who become his friends. These 
chipmunks are special because they can talk, sing and dance. 
I saw this movie for the first time when I was 11 years old, 
and watched it like 150 times since then.  
 
I like the movie because it is funny and it’s interesting to see 
the relationship between Dave and his furry friends. The 
chipmunks keep on getting into trouble, and poor Dave is 
trying to save them. My favourite part is hearing how Dave 
yells “Alvin!” whenever Alvin the chipmunk does something 
tricky. 
 
The movie is rated G and is suitable for all ages. I recommend 
everyone to watch it. Wishing you call Shana Tova filled with 
good movies! 
 

DANI 
by Noah 

 
I like to be at DANI because I like davening. Davening is actually praying. We are sitting in a circle. Everyone picks 
an instrument and every day, somebody volunteers to lead davening. The leader reminds everyone the order of 
the prayers. I love singing. I know some of the words because we are praying in Hebrew. After davening, we have 
breathing exercises. The person who leads davening leads the breathing exercises as well.  
 
After that, we have a morning snack. For snack, we usually have yogurt, cereal, fruit, and sometimes muffins or 
cookies. After snack, we have different programs. I come to DANI one day a week, on Tuesdays. My favourite 
program is swimming. I like the water. I love the hot tub. It feels very good on my back. After swimming, I go to 
the showers.  
 
This year, the play is Beauty and the Beast. I don’t know yet what part I will have in the play. I hope this year I will 
have a main part and I will be the Beast. I like this play because it is a great story. It is from Disney. 
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What We’re Working On 

While we are waiting to start working on our first 
dances for this year’s play, we’ve been spending our 
Drama classes playing some amazing drama games 
that help us practice many of the skills we’ll need on 
stage. 

Our Art class enjoyed working on some more Sukkah 
decorations using popsicle sticks to create our own 
magen David to hang up.  

Our Book Study group has started reading The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe, and we have enjoyed 
the introduction to our main characters. We are 
excited to see what will happen next!  

Our Independent Living Skills group has been talking 
about some of the areas in our lives where we would 
like to become more independent, as well as the 
barriers that might get in our way. We had a great 
discussion about how to overcome these barriers! 

Above: Our Drama class forming the shape of a peacock with their bodies  
Below: Painting popsicle sticks for our Sukkah decorations 

DANI Cleans Up 

With the start of the new year, we’ve decided to give 
some extra attention to keeping the DANI Centre clean 
and organized.  

Our Shredding group helps keep the amount of clutter 
under control by collecting and shredding unused 
papers around the building each week.  

We also spend time doing some cleaning and chores 
around DANI, including wiping down the tables and 
chairs, sweeping the floors, and making sure 
everything is put away. 

A group has also taken on the task of helping keep the 
Art Room tidy by sorting the markers by colour each 
week to make sure we can find them easily. 

Getting involved in keeping the DANI Centre cleaning and organized 

Work Placement Updates: Holiday 
Pet Care 

Our group has really been enjoying our placement at 
Holiday Pet Care. We’ve really enjoyed getting to see all 
the adorable puppies! 

Our group visits Holiday Pet Care, a dog day-care that 
offers boarding, dog walking and day-care services. Each 
week, our group visits to spend some time playing with 
and petting the puppies to give them some extra 
attention during the day.  

The puppies can be a little noisy sometimes, but we love 
getting to visit with them! We would like to thank 
everyone at Holiday Pet Care for welcoming us, and we 
can’t wait to see you all again after the holidays! 

 

Enjoying our time with the puppies at Holiday Pet Care 
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Have You Ever?  
by Deborah  

 

Dear Readers, 
 

Have you ever wanted to achieve something so badly, that you did whatever it took to 
attain it?  

 
Have you ever wanted to accomplish something so badly, that you felt you could almost 

touch it, taste it, and grasp it, yet in the end it was far from your reach?  
 

What was that something?  Were you able to conquer it in the end?  
 

For me, that something is boundaries.  
 

Yes, you read correctly, boundaries.  
 

In the last edition of DANI Days (volume 62), I wrote an article about "Back to School" and I 
mentioned I view "Back to School" as a time to grow discretely. Part of having BPD 

(Borderline Personality Disorder) is not understanding boundaries and as a result, lacking 
the ability to implement them.  

 
As I am now beginning to comprehend, there are individual and business boundaries.   

 
These past few months, I have made it my top number one priority; to try to grasp the 
concept of boundaries and effectively follow through with them.  Am I succeeding? I 

honestly don't know.  What I do know, is that there are days where I am now better at 
following through with them and then there are days where it is a complete and total 
boundary bombshell blow-up.  That led me to ponder, am I trying too hard on those 

unsuccessful boundary days? Would I be more successful if I were to just try, without 
putting so much pressure on myself?  

 
To help me answer the latter question, I turned to my reliable and faithful friend, someone I 
know I can query, to help me find the answer to any question I have. I turned to Google and 

I researched 'inspirational quotes on attaining goals'.  In my opinion, the following 
gentleman articulated it best when he said, "You never fail until you stop trying" (Albert 

Einstein). 
 


