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Letter from the Editor 
 
Thank you all for your support of your DANI Days newsletter throughout the 
year. Since the newsletter started three years ago, DANI Days has expanded 
to bring you more content and involve a larger team of contributors. This 
year, we have hit our first milestone – our 50th edition of DANI Days back in 
February, and we could not have done so without your support. 
 
We would like to thank everyone for their consistent support and interest in 
the newsletter. Once again, we would like to give a special thank you to 
Steven R. for all of his hard work this year typing up articles, and to our 
newsletter team who worked each week to share their stories. We would 
also like to thank everyone who sent in photos or story ideas to share. 
 
DANI Days will be taking a break for the summer, but we will be returning in 
September. We would like to invite everyone to continue to send in articles 
and photos over the summer. Any submissions will be saved for our 
“Welcome Back” edition in September. Please send articles and photos to 
Rachel Albert at newsletter@dani-toronto.com 
 
Aside from our usual articles about our recent activities, our “End of the Year” 
special edition features submissions from our Day Program participants 
sharing their favourite memories of the year in their own words. Thank you 
all again for your support and feedback this year, and we look forward to 
bringing back DANI Days in September to keep everyone up to date with 
everything going on at DANI! Have a great summer! 

DANI WANTS TO THANK EVERYONE FOR AN 
AMAZING YEAR! 
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The DANI staff would like to thank everyone for a great program year! Please 
read on to see more about the highlights of the year 
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See You Soon, Ashleigh and Anna! 

Earlier this year, we were thrilled to hear some very 
exciting news from two of our Day Program staff 
members! Ashleigh and Anna will both be off on 
maternity leave next year. 

As sad as we are to see them go, we are also very happy 
for Ashleigh and Anna and their families. We are looking 
forward to meeting the soon-to-be newest members of 
the DANI family.  

We would like to wish Ashleigh and Anna the best of luck 
and we know that they will come visit during the year 
when they can. For anyone wondering about Kasper – 
he will be spending time with Ashleigh and her family 
while she is off, but don’t worry! He will still be at the 
DANI Centre for visits sometimes! 

Ashleigh and Anna, we are so happy for you both!  

 

  
Good Luck, Limor! 

This year, we also learned that another member of 
our staff team was offered an amazing opportunity. 
We would all like to say congratulations to Limor, who 
will be leaving DANI to go back to school for a 
Master’s in Social Work.  

We would like to wish Limor the best of luck in her 
studies. We would also like to thank Limor for being 
an integral part of the DANI team over the past few 
years (and for leading our delicious challah program 
every week!).  

We will miss you, but we know that you come and 
visit us soon! 

 

Andrew and Limor working on an art 
project in the backyard 

Our Visit from the York Hill 
Elementary School Choir 

Throughout the year, one of our favourite programs of 
the week was our visits from our Music teacher, Ellen. 
Every Thursday, Ellen joined us to sing with us and play 
songs for us on guitar and the piano. 

To end off the year, we invited Ellen’s choir from York 
Hill Elementary School to join us at DANI for a 
performance. Students in the choir visited us on 
Tuesday, June 20 to perform some of our favourite songs 
while we sang, danced and played along. 

Afterwards, the choir joined us for a delicious pizza lunch 
and got a tour of the DANI Centre. We loved having the 
choir join us for the morning, and spending time with 
them during lunch. We would like to thank Ellen for 
joining us every week, and the choir for coming to 
perform for us. Hope to see you all soon! 

Ellen leads the audience in a sing-a-long during her choir's 
performance 

Ashleigh and Anna after this year's play 



June 30, 2017   Vol. 60 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You, Rosedale Heights Public 
School! 

We would like to say a big thank you to the students of 
Rosedale Heights Public School and their Touchstone 
Council, who did an amazing fundraising for DANI this 
year! 

Students from Rosedale Heights visited us on Thursday, 
June 22 to present their donation cheque to help 
support DANI’s programs. We would like to thank 
everyone who organized the fundraising activities and 
who donated, and to the staff and students of Rosedale 
Heights for choosing DANI as their organization to 
support.  

Our staff and participants were glad to meet you all, and 
we appreciate all your hard work! Thank you! 

Students from Rosedale Heights visit DANI to present their donation 
cheque and meet our participants 

DANI Celebrates Canada’s 150th 
Birthday 

To celebrate the end of an action-packed program 
year, our Day Program staff and participants decided 
to honour Canada’s upcoming 150th birthday with a 
special art project. 

We traced and cut out red and white maple leaves 
from cardstock, and decorated them. Our goal is to 
decorate our maple trees in our backyard with leaves 
by our participants and our café guests. 

We had a great time getting ready for this momentous 
birthday, and we are looking forward to seeing how 
others choose to celebrate as well! 

 
Congratulations to Our Pop-Up 

Lunch Crew! 

We would like to congratulate our Pop-Up Lunch crew 
members on all their hard work this year. Our Pop-Up 
program had another successful year and we would like 
to thank all the businesses who have partnered with us 
throughout the year.  

Exciting news! Due to high demand, our Pop-Up 
Lunches will be available three days per week starting 
in September. Spaces are limited, so please contact Ash 
at atabak@dani-toronto.com as soon as possible to 
partner with us.  

Our Pop-Up Lunch program provides COR dairy lunch 
options prepared by the DANI kitchen, and served at 
your location by a crew of our young adults. To find out 
more about our program, please visit our website at: 
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-
up-lunch/ 

 

 

Thank you to our Pop-Up Lunch teams! 

Leiba, Charles and Steven work on their Canada Day leaves 

mailto:atabak@dani-toronto.com
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
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Special Thanks to Our Students 
and Volunteers! 

This year, we once again welcomed and welcomed back 
several placement students from Seneca College and 
George Brown College, as well as our volunteers. These 
individuals were an integral part of our program year 
and were actively involved in all aspects of our program. 

We would like to thank all our students and volunteers 
for their hard work and dedication this year. We had a 
great time working with you all, and would love for you 
to come and visit us soon! 

Thank you for all your help this year, and we wish you 
all the best of luck! 

Some of our placement students this year. For more about our 
placement students and volunteers, check out our previous newsletters 

Thank You to All Our Vocational 
Placements 

Throughout the year, DANI participants had a wide range 
of vocational opportunities in the community and at the 
DANI Centre. We were happy to take on tasks that 
directly contributed to the needs of the companies that 
we worked for. 

Our participants take great pride in going to work, and 
they do an excellent job! Vocational training 
opportunities also offer participants the chance to 
develop transferable skills and build relationships with 
others in the community. We would like to thank all the 
businesses who partnered with us to provide vocational 
opportunities for our participants. We will see you again 
soon! 

A few of our work placements this year: Stalco, Bikur Cholim, CARD and 
Chasdei Kaduri. For more about our work placements, see previous 

newsletters 

What We Worked On 

We have had quite a full year of learning! Our Internet Safety and Social Media class learned how to use Facebook 
and other social media to communicate safely and respectfully. Our Parsha class discussed the weekly Torah 
portion and the lessons we can take from it to apply to our daily lives. 

Our Fitness class learned ways to stay active, the food groups, and how to decide whether foods are healthy or 
unhealthy. They also learned some fun ways to exercise and keep active! Our Dance class made fitness fun by 
creating our own unique dances each week.  

Our Book Study group had a great time reading Anne of Green Gables and learning all about Anne’s adventures. 
We also devoted a lot of time to our larger projects, including our annual Art Night, play and our bi-weekly 
newsletters. We’ve definitely accomplished a lot this year. Congratulations, everyone! 

Sunday Program Fun! 

Our Sunday program participants had another fun-
filled year full of lots of amazing activities and outings! 
We would like to thank Tal for coordinating our 
Sunday Program sessions, and to all our Sunday staff 
who made it all happen. We know everyone had a 
great time, and we are looking forward to seeing you 
all again for another year starting in the fall!  

Our Sunday Program Purim party! 
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Highlights of the Day Program Year 
 

 

July/August 2015 
• Our DANI staff team worked hard to plan this year’s 

program 
• We welcomed Carina, the newest member of our 

Day Program team, and Stephanie, our Executive of 
Corporate Relations and Social Development 

• In honour of Danny’s 30th birthday, we held a 
Zareinu reunion and invited students, staff and 
board members who were involved with Zareinu 
from 1989-1999 to join us to celebrate  

• In July, participants had a great time with a summer 
program led by some of our recreation program 
staff -- including swimming, bowling, cooking, and 
lots of fun outdoors! 

• In August, we had so much fun with our weekly 
visits to outdoor pools as well as trips to the 
beaches, High Park, The Ex, Centre Island, and many 
more!  

 

Outdoor fun in July! September 
• We welcomed our new volunteers and college 

placement students who joined us for the year as a 
key part of our Day Program 

• We welcomed our new friends Rafi, Leiba, Noah, 
Ben and Tanya to our Day Program! 

• Our very successful Pop-Up Lunch program 
expanded to two days per week, giving more 
opportunities for participants to learn valuable work 
skills while visiting various businesses to sell 
delicious food from the DANI kitchen 

• Our participants began their work placements for 
the year, including new placements at Bikur Cholim 
and the Bathurst Clark Library, as well as returning 
to CARD, Red Lobster, Tomchei Shabbos and Holiday 
Pet Care 

• We met Naomi from Chasdei Kaduri and partnered 
with her to help start a food drive to collect food for 
families in need. We were excited to make this 
connection with Chasdei Kaduri, which also offered 
us new work placement opportunities for our 
participants later on this year 

• We visited Chudleigh’s Apple Farm to pick some 
delicious apples for Rosh Hashanah, and had a great 
time learning about different kinds of apples and 
visiting the animals at the petting zoo 

• We introduced several new programs to weekly 
routine with an emphasis on living a healthy active 
lifestyle. Participants began weekly Fitness and 
Dance classes, and started weekly visits to Variety 
Village, a fully accessible sports and fitness facility 

 

Getting ready for a day of apple picking at Chudleigh's Apple Farm 
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October  
• We enjoyed having time off to spend with our 

families for all the holidays in October! 
• DANI was honoured to receive a Sukkah 

generously donated by David and Debbie 
Diamond, which we put up with the help of 
students from Yeshivat Or Chaim, Bnei Akiva 
Schools. Our participants helped to decorate 
the sukkah and enjoyed eating meals in it 

• We offered our services to help people in the 
community rake their leaves as our first 
fundraiser of the year 

• DANI opened our holiday gift shop, offering a 
variety of gift options for Rosh Hashanah and 
Sukkot 

 

Decorating our sukkah before Sukkot 

November 
• A group from our Music class went downtown to see a 

jazz concert offered by the Canadian Opera Company 
• Another group enjoyed visiting the Royal Winter Fair, 

where they had fun seeing all the animals, and the 
huge variety of artwork, food and items available for 
sale 

• Nancy and Catherine from the National Ballet School 
joined us to run a 4-week pilot dance program for our 
Fitness class 

• We visited Mill Pond for one of our last chances to 
spend some time outdoors before the winter weather 
hit!  

• DANI hosted a Volunteer Appreciation Tea for all our 
wonderful volunteers who help us in a variety of roles 
throughout the year. Some of our participants had the 
chance to attend and present our volunteers with 
flowers to thank them for all their help 

• We developed a new partnership with Stalco, who 
offered us a weekly vocational placement opportunity 
to help package and label their products 

 

Terri and Carolyn pass out flowers at our Volunteer Appreciation Tea 

December 
• A group from our Art class visited the Chihuly 

exhibit at the ROM, and took pictures of their 
favourite pieces to recreate in class 

• On Wednesday, December 7 DANI hosted An 
Evening at the Theatre, where we screened an 
amazing documentary called Life, Animated.  

• DANI collected clothing, hygiene products, and 
toys to package and donate deliver to Yellow 
Brick House, just in time for the holidays! 

• We celebrated Chanukah with a games night 
with students from Bnei Akiva, and with a visit to 
Reena to join them for their Chanukah party! We 
lit the menorah, and enjoyed some delicious 
sufganyot and latkes from the DANI kitchen 

• DANI offered delicious home-made sufganyot 
and latkes for sale from the DANI kitchen, and 
re-opened our holiday gift shop which 
introduced a new line of gifts for Chanukah and 
Christmas 

 

Chanukah Party with Bnei Akiva 
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January 
• DANI brought back our very popular Boardwalk Cafe for 

a one-night only event! We welcomed everyone to join 
us for a night of board games and snacks 

• Participants worked to create our 50th edition of the 
DANI Days newsletter -- our first big milestone, which 
was put together during January and released on 
February 1! 

• We were very proud to see Jacquelyn, who works in the 
DANI Cafe, featured on CTV for an interview about My 
Friend Clyde, a children’s book written by her brother 
about importance of treating others with respect. 
Jacquelyn is the spokesperson for this book, and visits 
schools to read it to classes and talk with students about 
bullying 

 
February 

• Some of the artwork created by our Art class 
was featured in an exhibit at the 
Schwartz/Reisman Centre that promotes 
awareness and appreciation of the creative 
voices of individuals with disabilities 

• Our Sunday Program hosted guests from 
Chabad Markham as well as our family and 
friends to join us for a drum circle with Ora 
from Living Rhythm! 

• DANI once again opened its holiday gift shop to 
offer beautiful gifts for the holidays, this time 
featuring our mishloach manot for Purim 

• We partnered with MegaComfort Insoles to 
help label and package 40 boxes of insole 
samples, containing a total of 2500 insoles!  

• DANI hosted our first ever Bop to the Music 
dance party, featuring Eric from The DJ Kings. 
The event was so successful and so much fun! 

 

Artwork by DANI participants featured at the Schwartz/Reisman Centre's 
exhibit 

March 
• We welcomed students from the seventh-grade boys’ 

class at Netivot to join us to help package mishloach 
manot to be sold for Purim gifts. We enjoyed getting 
to know the boys and talking to them about what DANI 
is all about. 

• Our Sunday Program hosted a Purim party, which 
including a megillah reading, hamantashan, and lots of 
creative costumes! 

• DANI hosted our 4th Annual Art Night with an “Around 
the World” theme. The evening consisted of stunning 
artwork created by our participants representing their 
cultures of origin, as well as a tasting contest featuring 
recipes from around the world 

• DANI made our fashion debut, with flower headbands 
sold at our Art Night featured in the window of Options 
for Her. Special thanks to Elana and David Seligman for 
featuring our headbands!  

• To get the building ready for Art Night, a group spent 
the day at Variety Village, and another group watched 
a movie at Silver City 

• We gave a special thank you to Sobeys for once again 
hosting DANI Toonie Days 

 

DANI's 4th Annual Art Night. Photo by Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo & 
Video 
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April 
• DANI hosted its second Bop to the Music dance party! 
• We said goodbye and good luck to our college 

placement students who finished their placements 
with us 

• We welcomed another group of seventh-grade boys 
from Netivot to join us for our weekly challah baking  

• Everyone pitched in to help get the DANI Centre ready 
for Pesach by cleaning and checking for chametz 

• We spent the only Chol Hamoed day during Pesach 
doing some of our favourite activities -- trampolining 
and bowling! 

• We enjoyed the first few days of beautiful spring 
weather by spending as much time as possible 
outdoors, including a visit to Wilcox Park, basketball 
at York Hill park, and hanging out in our own backyard 

 

Trampolining at Airborne Trampoline 

May 
• In honour of Yom Ha’atzmaut, we celebrated with a 

delicious BBQ lunch! 
• Team DANI participated in the annual Kicking for 

Kids Soccerthon to raise money for DANI and Beit 
Issie Shapiro in Israel. Our team consisted of staff 
and friends who came together to represent us, and 
some of our Sunday program had the chance to 
come and watch the games 

• DANI hosted its annual Mother’s Day Brunch and 
High Tea! 

• Just in time for Shavuot, DANI hosted a delicious 
cheesecake tasting and making demonstration led 
by Chefs Orly and Anat. We also sold beautiful 
flowered headbands created by the DANI 
participants as our unique Shavuot fashion line. 

• On Monday, May 29 we performed our fifth annual 
on-stage production: The Lion King, featuring the 
talents of our Day Program participants and staff 

• To celebrate our successful performance, our actors 
were treated to a delicious brunch in the DANI cafe  

 

Our 5th Annual Play! Photo by Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video 

June 
• On Sunday, June 4 our participants, staff and 

families were thrilled to have a special guest visit 
the DANI Centre -- Gene Simmons, from KISS!  

• On Thursday, June 8 DANI hosted our 11th annual 
Gala evening featuring a delicious buffet dinner, 
moving speeches, and a Family Feud competition  

• A group from Roy H. Crosby Public School joined 
us to see Kasper and to bake some delicious 
cookies to share 

• DANI hosted our last Bop to the Music dance party 
of the program year 

• Our Music teacher Ellen brought her Yorkhill 
Elementary School Choir to perform some of our 
favourite songs, and to share a delicious pizza 
lunch with us 

• We wrapped up our year with a day of fun at the 
beach! 

 

Our visit from rock star Gene Simmons! 
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 DANI 
by Raphael 

 
I played some basketball. I played with my best friend Andrew. I liked music with Ellen. She played piano and 
guitar. I sang “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” with her. I went to the park with Izzy. I threw the football and I played 
catch. I liked the play. I was a bear. I like bowling with my friend Andrew. 
 

Jesse G.’s Top 5 
 

1) The “Bop” dance parties 
2) Swimming with Ash 
3) “Wayne’s World” 
4) Hiking and going for walks in the park 
5) Working at Tomchei Shabbos 
 

Jesse G. working at Tomchei Shabbos 

DANI 
by Miri 

 
This year at DANI, I liked the play. We did play practice, and 
it was really fun! I liked the dancing and the acting. In the 
play, I was young Nala. I wore a costume. The best part of 
the play was seeing the audience, which was my family and 
friends.  
  

This year at DANI I also liked learning literacy with my 
different teachers: Marcia, Michelle and Maya. At literacy 
we read a book, and made sentences and did slow reading. 
The best part is my teachers!  
  
At DANI I like to cook! I like to help by giving gloves and 
aprons to the cooking group. I mostly like helping - it is my 
favourite part! This year we made sandwiches, cookies, Rice 
Krispy treats and a lot of good food! 
  
Thank you to all of the Staff for all your help. You’re all 
amazing teachers. Thank you for being there if I need help. 
You’re the best teachers I’ve ever had! You make me feel 
special. 
 

Miri getting ready to play Nala in our production of The 
Lion King 

Steven’s Favourite Things  
 

1) Music 
2) Snack 
3) Drama 
4) Dance 
5) Lunch 
6) Computer 
7) Typing 
8) Cooking class 
9) Sobey’s 
10) Park 
 

Steven mixing ingredients in Cooking class 
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Emmanuel’s Top 5 

 
1) Playing basketball 
2) Working on the boxes 
3) Going to the park 
4) Making friends with everybody 
5) Reading with Michelle 
 

Emmanuel also enjoyed our visit to Chudleigh's Apple Farm  

DANI 
by Dori 

 
I enjoyed the work placement. We sorted clothes for 
people in need. I loved the play! I am a wonderful actor 
and dancer. Next year, I would like to be in the play and 
dance a bit more. I liked to work at Stalco as part of my 
placement.  I loved to work there. We packed creams to 
be sold in stores.  
  
I liked the swimming time that we had this year. I am a 
good swimmer. Carina thought of a game for me in the 
pool. She was throwing the water toys into the water and 
I had to give and get them. I liked it very much.  
  
In the middle of the year, we switched the library time to 
Variety Village. We played basketball, walked on the 
track, and exercised in the gym. This year, I worked at 
Sobeys. I was in charge of organizing the items on the 
shelves and checking to make sure all the products were 
in their place. I have a name tag from Sobeys. I am very 
glad and proud that I am working there.  
 

Dori practices reading on the whiteboard 

Andrew’s Top 5 

 
1) Music with Ellen 
2) Variety Village 
3) Tomchei Shabbos 
4) Making challah 
5) Painting and art 
 Andrew painting during Art class 

DANI 
by Daniel 

 
I swim with Yaakov in the pool. I go to gym with Ash and 
Rebecca. Me and Izzy played ball. We threw the ball in 
the net. I work with Ash. I work with green apples and 
potatoes. We go on the bus. I go to the library and watch 
a movie. I did dancing. I did drama. We did Lion King! I 
was the king with Izzy. Me and Izzy roar. We ate lunch. I 
ate pizza and potatoes. I make challah for Shabbat. I 
make two challahs for Raelene’s house. I go bowling. 
 

Daniel playing Scar in the Lion King with Izzy. Photo by 
Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video 
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Danny’s Top Ten 
 

1) I cleaned the books. 
2) I went to Music Program on Tuesdays. The 

Rabbi played the piano. He played “All You 
Need is Love.” 

3) I went swimming at Variety Village. 
4) I played basketball with Raphael. 
5) I liked Book Study. We read Anne of Green 

Gables. Diana is Anne’s best friend. 
6) I went to Dance class. I said “From the top!” 
7) I did literacy with Marcia on the iPad 
8) I did drama. I did The Lion King. I said “Yum, 

yum, yum!” and “Time to chow down!” 
9) I liked doing art. I liked painting. 
10) I did music with Ellen. Ellen played the piano 

and I listened. 
 

Danny finger-painting during Art class 

DANI 
by Leiba 

 
My favourite things at DANI are a light green crayon, a 
light green wagon and a light green trampoline. I like 
going swimming because I like the water. My favourite 
thing to play with at DANI is blocks. I like to hold them. 
  
I like to go outside because I like to go on the slide. The 
slide is light green. I like the swings. I like to go up high. I 
like the trees. They grow leaves. My favourite thing at 
DANI is lunch. I like when DANI serves French fries. 
  
At Bikur Cholim, I like doing shredding. I like doing cutlery. 
I put one spoon, one fork and one knife in a bag. I like to 
do gluing. I like colourful string. I like cutting the light blue 
tissue paper and the dark green tissue paper. I like to do 
cooking. I like to make cookies. I go to Variety Village.  
 

Leiba packaging cutlery for Bikur Cholim 

DANI 
by Jesse S. 

 
DANI was fun. I like swimming because doing big 
arms is so much fun. I like Red Lobster because I like 
doing knives and forks. I like the staff because they 
are so special and nice. I like the Art Show because I 
like the cookies. Uncle Michael and Aunt Karen 
came. Mom and Dad and Adam came. 
  
Gene Simmons came to the DANI Centre.He was 
amazing. I like The Lion King. I like wearing costumes. 
The dancing was exciting. I like Hanukkah because I 
like potato latkes. Rosh Hashana was a good holiday. 
Apples and honey taste yummy. DANI was 
wonderful.  
 

Jesse S. and Rachelle in costume before The Lion King 
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Yaakov’s Top 5 
 

1) Going swimming 
2) Music with Ellen 
3) Watching movies at the library 
4) Working on literacy with Pearl 
5) Variety Village on Thursdays 
 Yaakov swims with Daniel at Variety Village 

DANI and Camp 
by Rebecca  

 
This year I liked having pizza with sauce at DANI. I also 
liked the pasta. I loved playing basketball with Dori, 
Ash, Anna, Daniel and Maya. I like working at CARD. I 
see horses and I like to clean their saddles with a purple 
sponge. I like to see Marshall the horse. Ashleigh takes 
me to CARD. I go with Guitti. I like playing with the dogs 
with Rita. You have to be gentle to every dog! I love 
making waves in the pool. I swam with Yaakov, 
Melanie, Laurence, Barry, Eric, Rafi and Leiba on 
Sunday. I liked the play the Lion King. I was an 
elephant! I liked that. I love DANI! 
 
Soon I will go to Camp Ramah. I am excited to go 
tubing. I am going with Alex! At camp for lunch, I like 
to eat pizza with cheese, pasta, and salad with lettuce. 
I am excited for Shabbat at Camp Ramah. We do 
challah baking, then pray at the “bimah.” On Shabbat I 
like that we have fruit loops and donuts. We’ll have 
balloons at camp, hopefully. I have friends at camp. 
They are Rebecca Geffen, Jordi, Casey and Adam. I am 
going to camp with my friend Maya. When I go to camp 
I get on the bus, and go to my cabin. Camp Ramah is 
fun! 
 

Rebecca and Alex play basketball in the yard 

My Favourite Things at DANI 
by Rafi 

 
I like going to the park. I liked playing basketball with Ash. 
I liked working at Tomchei. I put potatoes and carrots in 
the boxes. I liked the dance class. I danced with Rachel. I 
liked going to Variety Village to play basketball with Rachel 
and Ben. 
  
I went to the theatre for the play. I liked to cook with 
everyone. I made some cookies. Cooking is the best! 
Rachel came to see me with Kasper. I play with toys with 
Kasper. Kasper is a good dog. I take Kasper for a walk 
sometimes.  
  
I go to Variety Village. I play basketball with Ben. I want to 
work out on the treadmill I go to the park sometimes. I like 
to eat lunch at DANI. I like to eat the soup, and salad. I like 
going to DANI.  
 

Rafi and his friend Ben at Variety Village 
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My Highlights 
by Noah 

 
I was here on Sundays. On Sunday, I went bowling. 
I liked going out to Reptilia. There were lots of 
animals. I like helping to clean the DANI bus because 
I got to sit in the driver’s seat. I like the playground 
that we go to. I like to go on the spinning thing. I like 
going to Variety Village because I can ride the bike 
and play basketball! I like looking around outside 
DANI and seeing the birds. I liked patting Kasper. 

 
This year, I liked seeing Ash because he’s a cool man 
I liked seeing Jordan because he’s the best director. 
I like how Ashleigh takes care of Kasper. I like Rachel 
because she helps me remember things. I like 
Carina because she was a hyena with me. I like Izzy 
because he is funny. I like Anna because she knows 
me well. I like Tal because he knows my schedule 
really well. 
  
I liked doing the science experiment at Sunday 
Program We made a volcano. I liked going to the 
Science Centre and Seeing the IMAX movie. I like 
having a break from Kasper on Sunday. It was good 
being a hyena in the play. I liked doing the real show 
on stage. Mom, Dad, my sister, and some friends 
came to see me. It was great being in the play with 
Carina and Rachel. I liked singing Be Prepared at the 
end I liked being on the big stage. I liked watching 
movies at the library. Next year, I went to see 
Kasper. I want to hang out with the staff. I want to 
do another play next year. I want to do dancing next 
year. 
 

Noah riding the bike at Variety Village 

DANI Highlights 
by Carolyn 

 
It was a great year at DANI. I liked going to One Kenton to 
visit the seniors. Sometimes we do arts and crafts 
together. The Monday Girl’s Group went on some 
outings. We went shopping and visited the Royal Winter 
Fair. I bought three soaps that smelled like peppermint, 
cedar and maple. 
  
Working at Stalco was fun. Every week, we package 
different products. The theme of the Art Show this year 
was Around the World. Some of us also went to a 
chocolate workshop in the evening with Yachad. It was 
really delicious! 
  
The end of the year play The Lion King was fantastic! We 
were happy and relieved when it was done. It was a 
fabulous year! 
 

Carolyn and Ash get ready for The Lion King! 
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My Year at DANI 
by Guitti 

  
My favourite thing this year was drama because it 
was amazing to do the play. I also liked the Women’s 
Group because I liked talking to my friends. I liked 
going with the girls for coffee and going to buy make-
up! I liked getting gifts for people if they had babies 
or if it was their birthday.  
  
I liked working at CARD because when I was little, I 
went to ride horses for therapy. I liked working at the 
library because I like to clean. I also liked making 
challah to prepare for Shabbos. 
 Guitti organizing DVDs at the Bathurst Clark Library 

Year Highlights 
by Talya 

 
There were many things that I loved doing at DANI this 
year. I loved Book Study class with Rachel and Ashleigh 
because it was fun and I liked Anne of Green Gables. I 
loved going to the bowling alley to buy Coke and play.  
  
I really liked going to Tomchei Shabbos because we were 
helping people who don’t have a lot of money. The Lion 
King play was a big highlight because it was exciting to 
perform and I worked hard to learn my lines. Another 
highlight for me was to lead davening every Monday. I had 
a great year at DANI. 
 

Talya signs her name on a maple leaf for our last art 
project of the year 

Terri’s Top Ten 
 

1) Doing Pop-Up to give some food to people and 
talk to them 

2) Sunday Program - the best part was going out to 
do lots of activities 

3) Wednesday night program because we go out 
to trampolining and bowling 

4) One Kenton because I help them to do exercise 
and to show them how and I help hand out the 
flags 

5) Red Lobster because I like rolling the cutlery 
with Jesse 

6) Stalco because I like to do new things 
7) The play because I like to act 
8) I like to go out with Girls Group to hang out with 

them and talk 
9) Working at Zareinu because I like reading books 

to the kids. One time I brought Kasper to see 
them 

10) Meditation class because Tal asks how we are 
feeling and hour our day went 

 

Terri reads a book to the students at Zareinu 
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My Year at DANI 
by Josh 

 
I am going to write about at the fun stuff that we did 
this year at DANI: I liked to go to One Kenton every 
week. This is a retirement home for seniors. We join 
their activities, sing songs and play trivia.  
  
I loved Drama. This year we did The Lion King. I was 
Pumbaa with Jordan. I loved my character because 
he is funny. My mom laughed during the play. I liked 
doing literacy. I learned lots of new things and I think 
I got better at reading.  
 
I loved our outings to the park. We played basketball, 
walked in the park, and enjoyed the sun and the 
warm weather. Every week we went swimming. I like 
swimming because it’s fun. The water is cool and it is 
nice to be in the water in the middle of the day. We 
play games and swim. Afterwards we went to the hot 
tub. I like warm water. I enjoyed this year very much! 
 

Josh working with someone at One Kenton 

The Highlights of the Year 
by Rita 

 
I liked to be at DANI and have fun with my friends. I liked 
to be with Ash and do Pop-Up with him and the Pop-Up 
crew. I liked being with my friends at DANI. We have fun 
with the staff. They are the best! 
  
I liked doing the Lion King play. It is a lot of fun to be in 
costume with my friends and do the show for our family 
and friends. I like my staff. I had the best time with my 
staff at DANI. I love my friends at DANI. I like going to the 
DANI program. It was a lot of fun for me to see my friends 
and work with my staff.  
  
I had a lot of fun going out with my friends to go to the 
mall and do fun things. I liked to do art and drawing 
balloons with Rebecca. I loved going to Holiday Pet Care 
with Tal. I liked going to the park. We play sports in the 
park. I like to be outside in the sun, and it was fun to be 
at the park. 
 
I liked doing art with Limor and Anna. I liked to hang out 
with my friends at DANI. I love my friends. They make me 
happy. I liked doing Social Media class with Rachel. She 
taught us about Facebook. I liked that Carina helped me 
with my spelling. 
  
I would like to say thank you to my staff this year at DANI. 
Thank you so much for working with me at DANI. It has 
been the best year! We are done now until the fall. 
Everybody, have a great summer! 
 

Rita did a great job as part of the Pop-Up crew! 
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 My Favourite Things This Year 
by Alex 

 
I went to Variety Village. I played basketball. I liked shooting the 
basketball. I was running. We go on Mondays. It is in Scarborough. 
I like Variety Village because I like to pass the ball. I went to CARD 
to see horse. I wipe the saddles. I use soap and a sponge. I like 
cleaning Chelsea’s saddle. The other horse’s names are Ronan, 
Rio, Jesse, and Pongo. I like working at CARD because of the 
saddles. I do Pop-Up on Wednesdays with Ash, Neima, Terri and 
Eli. We go to TapMango, Canview and Northspace. I am the 
cashier. I count the money. I put the money in the money box. I 
like Pop-Up because I go to different places.  
  
I go to Red Lobster every Friday. I roll the forks and knives in the 
napkin. I put salt and pepper on the table. I wear the hairnet. I put 
the forks and knives in the black bin. I like Red Lobster. We go 
bowling every Friday. We go to World Bowl in Richmond Hill. I like 
to get strikes and spares! I like to throw the ball. 
  
We go to Stalco on every Thursday. I go with Tal and Ashleigh. I 
put the cream in the boxes. I put the label on the box. I like Stalco 
because I like to work. I watched movies at the library. We saw 
Man of the House. It was not real. It is a comedy movie. It is a 
comedy movie from 2015. It was good. The library is at Bathurst 
and Finch. I like watching movies. 
  
I went to Lake Wilcox with Tal and Carina. I saw some ducks. They 
said “quack, quack.” They were swimming. We went because it 
was hot outside. We went on June 12. I went to the wave pool 
with the Sunday Program. I was swimming. I went underwater. 
The water was cold. I had a shower. I liked the wave pool because 
I liked swimming with a noodle. We went to Airborne Trampoline 
on April 13. It was Passover. I was jumping. I jumped up high! It 
was in Woodbridge. I ate a Passover lunch. I had a good year at 
DANI! Next year, I want to do drama and Pop-Up Cafe. 
 

Alex working as the cashier for the Pop-Up crew 

Year Highlights 

by Ryan 
 
The best part of the year for me was going to 
Variety Village. I went with my friends and staff. 
I liked shooting the basketball.  
 
Another thing I really enjoyed is Holiday Pet 
Care. I love working there because I like dogs 
and I want to learn how to train them and care 
for them. I also enjoyed working with the 
seniors at One Kenton. I liked being social with 
them, playing games, dancing, singing and 
doing art. I think it is important to help seniors 
and give back to the community. 
 
A big highlight for me was the Lion King play. I 
was Zazu with Jordan. The play was absolutely 
fantastic and I think we did a great job!  

Ryan shooting the basketball at Variety Village 
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Summer 
by Deborah 

 

 
Ice cream. 
Heat wave. 

Thunderstorms. 
Frozen yogurt. 

Canadians complaining. 
 

These are the things most individuals think of when asked, "what does summer 
mean to you"? 

 
To me, summer means DANI is closed the first two weeks of July.  That leads to 
trying to figure out how to cope with  change in my routine.  Change is not easy 

for me, as I'm sure it isn't for others.  I enjoy structure and seeing my DANI 
friends.  To quote a famous expression, "There is light at the end of the 

tunnel".  For me, that light is knowing the two weeks will come to an end and I 
will once again have my structure and see my DANI friends. 

 
My dear readers, I wish you all a happy and safe summer.  I look forward sharing 

my future adventures and new DANI newsletter articles with you come 
September 2017. 

 
Love, 

Deborah 
 


