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DANI HOPES EVERYONE ENJOYED OUR PLAY 
AND THE GALA! 

DANI Days Double Edition! 
 

Welcome to our first ever double edition of the DANI Days newsletter. Over the past three years, each 
newsletter has brought you updates directly from our team of writers. This Double Edition marks a new 
milestone: our first newsletter with two articles from most of our newsletter team! With so much going on at 
5!bL ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛng out! Stayed turned for our End of Year Edition 
coming next, featuring our highlights of the past program year. Thanks for your support! 
 

 

To find out about our special visit from Gene Simmons, see pages 
6-8. Photo above by Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video To find out more about our fifth annual on-stage production, see pages 

3-5. Photo above by Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video 

DANI Days : Double Edition  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DANI 
501 Clark Avenue West 
Thornhill, ON, L4J 4E5 

WWW.DANI-TORONTO.COM 
Phone: 905-889-3264 

Email: info@dani-toronto.com 

Announcements 
 
Families in our Day Program should be aware of the following upcoming 
important dates:  

- DANI will be closed on Friday, June 16 for a PD Day 
- On Thursday, June 29 we will be celebrating the end of our 

program year with a full-day outing.  

Now that the weather is starting to get warmer, we should all expect to be 
spending more time outside during our Program Days. Families are 
reminded to please supply a sun hat and sunscreen, and provide any 
necessary information about its application. Please communicate with staff 
about any concerns related to being outdoors, sunscreen, and heat 
sensitivity to ensure everyone is in the best position to be safe, 
comfortable, and have lots of fun outdoors!  
 
Thank you all for your continued support of our newsletter. As always, 
everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles or ideas. Any 
contributions to the newsletter can be sent to Rachel Albert at 
newsletter@dani-toronto.com 
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Our Pop-Up Lunch Partners 
 

Our Pop-Up Lunch is starting to wrap up for the year! 
Last week, our group visited Northspace and H&R 
Development and Property Management. Thank you to 
both of you for all of your support! 

We are already taking bookings for Pop-Up Lunch days 
for the 2017/2018 program year. If interested, please 
contact Ash at atabak@dani-toronto.com 

Our Pop-Up Lunch program provides COR dairy lunch 
options prepared by the DANI kitchen, and served at 
your location by a crew of our young adults. To find out 
more about our program, please visit our website at: 
http://dani -toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-
up-lunch/   

The DANI Board and Day Program staff team face off in a game of Family 
Feud at the 11th Annual Gala! Photo by Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo & 

Video 

Above: Working with the students to make some cookies! 
Below: Quality time with Kasper 

Our Pop-Up Lunch team at H&R 

 

  

 

 

 

DANIôs 11th Annual Gala 

On Thursday, June 8 DANI held our 11th Annual Gala 
evening, which offered a fun-filled night that also 
offered many opportunities to give back to the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 5!bLΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
have such a positive impact on the lives of our young 
adults. This year, our honourees were Arthur and 
Marcee Rozenzweig and Eddie and Harriet Rice.  
 
The evening included moving speeches from our 
honourees as well as Mayor John Tory. We were also 
excited to present our guests with clip of our 5th annual 
play, as well as videos showcasing our DANI program 
and participants. Our guests were treated to a delicious 
buffet meal and dessert reception, as well as live 
entertainment. The highlight of the night was our 
Family Feud game show, including a competition 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ 5!bLΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΗ 
 
We would like to thank everyone for joining us to 
celebrate and support the DANI program!  

Our Visitors from Roy H. Crosby 
Public School 

hƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ у 5!bLΩǎ /ƻƻƪƛƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ aǎΦ IƻƭƭŜƴŘŜǊΩǎ ƎǊŀŘŜ н 
Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀǘ wƻȅ IΦ /Ǌƻǎōȅ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ aǎΦ IƻƭƭŜƴŘŜǊΩǎ 
students joined us for a tour of the DANI Centre, 
some quality time with Kasper, and to bake some 
delicious sugar cookies to enjoy!  
 
We had a lot of fun getting to know everyone, and 
talking to them about what we do at DANI. We 
especially enjoyed getting to cook with them. Thank 
you to Ms. Hollender and her class for coming, and 
we hope you all have a great summer! 

mailto:atabak@dani-toronto.com
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
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Our Pop-Up Lunch team at H&R 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lion King: Showtime! 

On Monday, May 29 our year of hard work finally paid off with our fifth annual on-stage production. This year, we 
performed The Lion King, featuring the amazing talents of our Day Program participants, staff and placement 
students.  

Our show was the result of a full program year of weekly rehearsals to practice our lines and our dance moves. Our 
goal was to once again perform the entire show on stage without our scripts, and that is exactly what we did! We 
were all very excited to dress up as some of our favourite animals and perform for everyone. The show was a lot of 
work, but also a lot of fun! 

On the day of the show, our cast arrived early to have one last rehearsal on stage. We all enjoyed having the chance 
to practice on the stage with real microphones, lighting and music! Everyone was very excited to show our friends 
and family all the hard work we have put in over the year. After our last rehearsal, we had a quick dinner before 
getting our faces painted and our costumes on to start the show! 

We would like to give a special thank you to Ashleigh, who was our director and producer. Ashleigh worked hard all 
year to lead our weekly rehearsals and coordinate all the details. Also, a huge thank you to our placement students 
Shaini and Rachelle for all of their assistance with costumes, choreography, music, and much more! We would also 
like to give a huge thank you to Limor and Jesse G. for all of their work creating the amazing Pride Rock background 
for the show. 

We would also like to thank everyone else who helped to make this show such a success: 

¶ Chavi, Maya and Camille, our placement students and volunteers who helped us out on and off-stage  

¶ Neima and Moshe, for their help backstage during the show 

¶ Hadassa, Caitlyn, Samantha, and Michelle, for helping with facepaint and make-up for all of our actors 

¶ The York Hill Elementary School Drama Club for their entertainment before the show and during 
intermission 

¶ The staff of the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts, who helped us with lighting, music, and sound 
and were available to answer all of our questions and offer advice during our on-stage rehearsal 

¶ All of our friends and family, for all of their support throughout the year and for coming to see the show 

¶ And of course, our cast: the Day Program participants and staff! 

Photos below by Andrew Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video 
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Rita and her friends getting ready backstage before the show 

Jesse S. as Rafiki 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Play 
by Raphael 

 
They play was on Monday night. It was The Lion King. I was in the play! I put makeup on my face. It was brown. 
My mother came to watch the play. My Dad came too. I liked being in the play! 
 

The Lion King 
by Rita 

 
I will talk about The Lion King play. The play was on 
Monday night. It was from 7:00 until about 10:00/ We 
had fun on the stage. It was in Richmond Hill. We acted 
on the big stage and there were amazing actors! I was 
Simba with Shaini. Guitti was Sarabi. Ryan and Jordan 
were Zazu. Tal and Alex were Mufasa. Izzy and Daniel 
were Scar. The hyenas were Carina, Noah, Rachel, Leiba, 
Talya, Rafi, Ash and Danny. Rachelle was an elephant 
with Rebecca and Ben was a giraffe. Carolyn and Josh 
were Timon and Pumbaa with Ash and Jordan. Anna was 
the monkey with Jesse.  
  
We had makeup and costumes before the show. Kathy 
made a speech before the show, and Leiba also said 
welcome everyone. I loved the costumes! We had fun 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅΦ {ǘŜǾŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ άbƻΗέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ was 
very funny. My favourite scenes were the Gorge scene, 
άL Wǳǎǘ /ŀƴΩǘ ²ŀƛǘ ¢ƻ .Ŝ YƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ άIŀƪǳƴŀ aŀǘŀǘŀΦέ ²Ŝ 
had the best time on the big stage. It was a lot of fun. 
Limor made the backgrounds, and we liked them! After 
the show, Kathy and Susie gave Ashleigh and Limor 
flowers.They gave us cookies after the show. 
  
What I liked about the play was to act on the big stage 
with my friends and the staff. We want to say a big 
thank you to Ashleigh and Limor. They did a wonderful 
job on the play and the backgrounds. I hope everybody 
enjoyed the play and the families came out to see our 
performance. We love our staff and the crew who 
helped out with the play. All of you did an amazing job! 
²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
the next one.  
 

The Lion King 
by Jesse S. 

 
I was in The Lion King. I was Rafiki. I wore a monkey 
costume. I had yellow, blue and red face paint. 
Anna, Tal, Rachel, Izzy, Jordan and Ash were in the 
play. The best part was having pizza for dinner. I 
ƭƛƪŜŘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜΦ ά!ƘŀΣ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΗέ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ 
line. Mom, Dad, Adam, Jen, Aunt Debbie, Aunt 
Karen, Fay and Stan came to the play. The play 
makes me feel happy.  
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Alex in the stampede scene. Photo by Andrew Laszlo/Twins 
Photo & Video 

Terri, Chavi and Miri playing Nala 

Carolyn as Timon 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Lion King 
by Alex 

 
L ǿŀǎ aǳŦŀǎŀΦ L ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŀƭΦ aǳŦŀǎŀ ƛǎ {ƛƳōŀΩǎ ŘŀŘΦ /ƘŀǾƛ 
was Nala. Shaini and Rita were Simba. Izzy was Scar. I liked 
to be Mufasa. Ryan was Zazu. The play was on May 29. It 
started at 7:00. We got to the theatre at 2:00. At 2:30, we 
practiced on the stage. At 4:00, we ate dinner. After 
dinner, I got face paint. I wore yellow makeup. I liked it. 
Then, I put on my costume. My costume was a shirt and a 
lion hat. They were yellow.  
  
In the stampede scene, the king is dead. I had to lie down. 
He is dead because there were wildebeests. They were 
ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΦ {ƛƳōŀΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŜŘΦ ¢ŀƭ ǎŀƛŘ ά{ŎŀǊΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƘŜƭǇ 
ƳŜΗέ L ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀȅ ŘƻǿƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ 
ǎŎŜƴŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŦŜƭƭ ŘƻǿƴΦ L ŘŀƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ άIŜ [ƛǾŜǎ Lƴ ¸ƻǳΦέ L 
walked with Tal. I put my hand up like a lion. I stood up 
ƘƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ L ǎŀƛŘ άwŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦέ aǳŦŀǎŀ ŘŀƴŎŜŘΦ 
He talked about the stars. I liked the Circle of Life dance. I 
put my hands up like a lion. I liked to be Mufasa because I 
liked talking to Zazu. I liked to see Jordan flying. The play 
was ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎŎŀǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘȅŜƴŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ άƘŜŜ 
ƘŜŜ ƘŜŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎŀƛŘ άwƻŀǊΗέ  
 

The Lion King Play 
by Carolyn 

 
On May 29, I arrived at the Richmond Hill Centre 
for the Performing Arts. The auditorium was 
humongous! I was Timon in the Lion King. Timon 
was a funny character. We were all wearing all 
black to rehearsal before the show. Before the 
actual show, I had a pizza bagel with vegetables. 
The pizza bagel was round and yummy.  
  
I got my makeup done by Hadassah. Finally, we did 
the big play. We worked on the play for 8 months 
and we did a fantastic job. After the play, my 
sisters took me out for ice cream. I had a chocolate 
ŦǊƻǎǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŜƴŘȅΩǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
successful event.  
 

The Lion King 
by Terri 

 
First, we practiced for the play on Mondays and Tuesdays 
at DANI. I waited for my turn on stage to get my 
microphone. Chavi and Rachelle were my shadow. My 
parents drove up to Richmond Hill Centre for the 
Performing Arts at 2. We were black clothes and did the 
play practice. Then, we had dinner backstage. We had 
pizza, pizza bagels, and vegetables. The show made me 
happy and excited, and it was amazing! 
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Ryan as Zazu 

Guitti as Sarabi 

Talya practicing her hyena laugh backstage 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Play 
by Guitti 

 
I would like to thank all of you for coming to the 
ǇƭŀȅΦ aȅ Ƨƻō ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ {ŀǊŀōƛΣ {ƛƳōŀΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
hƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǿŀǎ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛŜΗέ aȅ 
niece Riki surprised me by coming to the play. 
Also, other people came for me! The play was 
fantastic! Before the show we ate pizza, and after 
we got cookies. I danced with Jordan and Ash, but 
at other parts I was with Rachel. My grandmother 
came with Aunt Chani and my cousin. The best 
part was the dance because I was in a circle with 
Jordan and Ash. I also liked IzȊȅΩǎ ǇŀǊǘΦ L ŦŜƭǘ ǎƻ 
good after the play. Thank you for coming! 
 

The Play 
by Talya 

 
My mom, my sister and her boyfriend came to see me acting 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛƻƴ YƛƴƎέ ǇƭŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ L 
know who came to see the play, and there also people I 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘȅŜƴŀΦ L ǎŀƛŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜŘΦ Lǘ 
was so much fun. I was with my friends like Rebecca and 
¸ŀŀƪƻǾΦ aȅ ƭƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΣ LΩƭƭ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΗέ L ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 
animal. 
  
I appreciate the staff who helped me practice for the play. I 
liked that we had pizza for dinner before the play started. I 
Ǝƻǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŜƴŘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
find my mom and sister. The play was at the Richmond Hill 
Centre for the Performing Arts. I liked when the play was 
finished and they gave us chocolate chip cookies! They were 
yummy. 
  
Even though we just finished the show, I am already looking 
forward to doing the play again next year. I liked hearing the 
audience clapping at the end of the show. It made me feel 
good, and I felt strong and not scared. The play was so fun! 
 

The Lion King 
by Ryan 

 
The play was amazing! I really enjoyed it because 
we worked very hard to put it on. The crowd was 
unbelievable! The energy and clapping made me 
feel proud. I think the play was successful because 
we worked hard all year and we tried our best 
every single Monday and Tuesday. In the play, I 
was Zazu with Jordan. Zazu is a bird who flies 
around! The staff were amazing helpers. My 
favourite part was when Izzy (Scar) fell and he said 
άLΩƳ ōŜƎƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΗέ ŀƴŘ {Ƙŀƛƴƛ ό{ƛƳōŀύ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƻƴ 
his tummy. It was funny! The play was entertaining 
and wonderful, and I had a great time! 
 


