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Announcements 
 
To all families who are part of our Day Program, please keep in mind program 
closures on the following dates: 

- Monday, October 10 for Thanksgiving 
- We will be closing promptly at 12:30 pm on Tuesday, October 

11 and will be closed for the full day on Wednesday, October 12 
for Yom Kippur 

- Monday, October 17 and Tuesday, October 18 for Sukkot 

Due to all of the program closures this month, we would like to invite 
everyone to contribute to the newsletter by sending in photos or articles of 
your holiday celebrations to newsletter@dani-toronto.com 
We appreciate all contributions! 
 
We would like to welcome a new placement student to our Day Program. 
Toyosi, a student in the Child and Youth Work program at Seneca College, 
will be working with us each week. We look forward to working with you! 
 

DANI WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE 
L’SHANA TOVA! 

DANI 
501 Clark Avenue West 
Thornhill, ON, L4J 4E5 

WWW.DANI-TORONTO.COM 
Phone: 905-889-3264 

Email: info@dani-toronto.com 
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 Mitzvah of the Month 

Last Thursday, we had a very special visitor join us to daven with our young adults. Naomi, president of Chasdei 
Kaduri, came to speak with us about the need to help families by collecting non-perishable food items. Chasdei 
Kaduri (www.chasdeikaduri.org) is an organization that was named for Naomi’s father in Israel, who was very 
community minded. The organization collects and packages food for Jewish families who are in need. DANI will 
be getting involved by collecting food in the blue bin outside the DANI Centre. One of our participants has 
suggested that we fill the bin 200 times – so the bar has been set high! We will try, Rita! 

To find out who our newest Pop-Up Lunch partner is, see 
page 2 

To find out about our trip to Chudleigh's Apple Farm, see page 3 

mailto:newsletter@dani-toronto.com
http://www.chasdeikaduri.org/
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Our New Pop-Up Lunch Partner! 

We are very excited to having some sweet new 
partnerships for our Pop-Up Lunch to start off the new 
year! 

We would like to thank Hillel York at York University for 
joining our Pop-Up Lunch program. Our crew had a great 
time working with our new partners, and we hope 
everyone enjoyed the service and the food! 

Our Pop-Up Lunch program provides COR dairy lunch 
options prepared by the DANI kitchen, and served at your 
location by a crew of our young adults. To find out more 
about our program, please visit our website at: 
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-
up-lunch/ 

 

Pop-Up Lunch at Hillel York 

Cinnamon Buns for Emunah Women 

At DANI, we are always looking for opportunities to give back to our community. Last week, we had the chance 
to participate in a pre-Rosh Hashanah bake sale in support of Emunah Women. This is a wonderful organization 
that began in Israel to help provide care for vulnerable individuals. The organization has since developed a 
network, World Emunah, with members in over 30 countries. We would like to thank Susie and Terri for taking 
time out of their busy schedules to prepare 50 cinnamon buns that will be sold to raise money for a daycare in 
Israel! Thank you both for your support, and we are looking forward to the next opportunity to get involved! 

Thank You, Sobeys! 

On Thursday, September 29 Sobeys held a grand 
opening to reveal its new and improved layout. As 
part of the event, DANI was honoured as a recipient 
of Sobeys’ community donation.  

To say thank you for this generous gift, and for all 
of the support Sobeys has shown us over the years, 
a group visited later in the afternoon to present 
Sobeys with a candy tree and a card signed by our 
participants. Sobeys has been a long-time 
supporter of us by offering vocational placements 
for participants as well as helping us fundraise 
through DANI Toonie Days. Thank you Sobeys for 
all of your support! Thanking Sobeys for all of their support over the years! 

DANI Gives Back for the Holidays 

After our very successful partnership earlier in the year to 
bake delicious challah, DANI has partnered with The 
Westmount Shul and Learning Centre to bake dozens of 
challah which will be delivered to people in need, just in 
time for the high holidays! 

DANI would like to wish everyone a happy, healthy and 
sweet new year. May this year be filled with health, love, 
joy, happiness and success.  

Chag sameach and shana tova to everyone! 
Delicious challah for the holidays 

http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/
http://dani-toronto.com/corporate-catering/the-pop-up-lunch/


October 5, 2016   Vol. 42 

 

Our Visit to Chudleigh’s 

In the weeks leading up to Rosh Hashanah, the DANI 
Day Program took a trip to Chudleigh’s Apple Farm 
to pick some delicious apples!  

We started our day with a fun hayride that brought 
us out into the apple orchards. We spent the 
morning picking apples, and Izzy even gave us a 
lesson about how apples related to Rosh Hashanah 
and how to say apple in various languages.  

After a delicious picnic lunch outdoors, we had a 
chance to explore the farm and visit the petting zoo. 
We all had a lot of fun seeing all of the animals, and 
some of us were even brave enough to touch them!  

We all had a great day at Chudleigh’s, and we can’t 
wait for our next trip! Our visit to Chudeligh's Apple Farm 

Going to the Farm 
By Josh 

 
Everyone went to the farm. We went to Chudleigh’s Apple 
Farm. We went on Wednesday. We picked apples. I went 
in the car, we go to pick apples. Izzy talked to everyone 
about apples. I saw animals, trees and flowers. I liked the 
apples because they tasted nice. I liked everything about 
the trip. The best part about the trip was eating the apples. 
Next time, I would like to see animals again.I went on the 
trip because the holidays are coming up. I liked the trip 
because it was fun. I think other people might like the farm 
too!   Josh and some of his friends at the entrance to Chudleigh's 

Variety Village 

As part of our commitment to promoting a healthy 
and active lifestyle, we are very excited about our 
new partnership with Variety Village. Each week, a 
group visits Variety Village, a fully accessible sports 
and fitness facility which includes swimming, a 
walking/running track, cardio and weights, and 
basketball courts.  

Our group has enjoyed trying out all that Variety 
Village has to offer, and are really excited to go back 
each week. We are so happy to have a place that 
makes keeping fit so much fun! 

Playing Basketball 
By Raphael 

 
On Mondays, we go to Variety Village. We took the bus with Izzy. I played basketball. I threw the basketball in the net. 
I got two points! I rode the bike with Shaini. I pedaled the bike. I said “Shaini, watch me pedal!” We used the bike inside 
because it was cold outside. The bike stayed in one place and I pedaled. I pedaled slow. I rode the bike for a long time. 
It was fun! I want to ride the bike again next time. I want to play basketball again with my friend Andrew. 

Rebecca and Ben playing basketball 



October 5, 2016   Vol. 42 

 

 

Sunday Program 
by Ryan 

 
We went to Kavanah Garden, run by Shoresh. We went on Sunday after lunch, and we came back around 4:10. We 
took the DANI bus.  My group was me, Josh, Jordan, Jody, Raphael and Tova Chava. We talked about apples and 
we ate apples. Then we came back, had some cake and then it was home time. I liked just hanging out with friends. 
I saw trees and flowers. It was a fun Sunday afternoon. I didn’t like that it was so cold outside. The best part were 
the apples. Net time I would like to do something indoors like swimming or bowling. The activity happened there 
We went on Sunday afternoon. We come back around 4:10-4:20. I went because I am apart of the DANI Program, 
and I want to be a part of every activity, I liked it because it was nice to see things growing. I think other people 
would like it because it is fun for them.  

Holiday Plans 
by Noah 

 
Next Sunday we are celebrating Rosh Hashanah in Sunday 
Program. I think the staff is going to blow the Shofar and we 
going to sing songs for Rosh Hashanah, daven, and eat 
apples and honey. On Rosh Hashanah we are going to my 
cousin’s house. They have a dog and it barks They are going 
to lock it in the basement for me I am gonna see my cousins, 
my aunt and uncle. 
 
During the Holidays we are going to visit my grandmother 
who’s in the hospital. I love my grandma very much. She is 
very special. She is the only “bubby” that I have. I also want 
to tell about my dad. He is very special. He takes a good care 
at me, he loves me and he is nice. I am looking forward to 
the holidays to spend more time with my family. Daniel blowing the shofar at the shul on Thursday 

My New Jobs 
by Guitti 

 

We go to CARD on Tuesdays. We squeeze the 
sponges and we clean the saddles. Alex is my 
partner. My favourite part is helping CARD 
because when I was little, I went there for 
therapy. I went horseback riding. I want to help 
them because they helped me learn to balance 
myself. I get the sponges from the water bucket 
and I use soap. My partner is Alex. One of us holds 
the saddle and one of us washes the saddles. We 
get to see the horses but we don’t get to ride 
them. 
 

I have a new job at the library. I put the books in 
the right place and I clean the toys. I do this on 
Wednesdays. I do this all on my own. My favourite 
part is working. Next I want more responsibility 
like cleaning the shelves. The library is at Clark and 
Bathurst. I spend two hours a week at the library. 
Sometimes I get there by walking with Rachel or 
Izzy drives us on the bus. I see Rachel’s mother 

because she works at the library.  
 

Guitti shelving books at the Bathurst Clark Library 
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Bowling 
by Alex 

 
I went to the Sunday Program. Yaakov, Leiba Danny, Shayna, Marty and Rebecca were there. I was with Carly in 
the van to Bowlerama. I went bowling. I threw the ball. I got a strike! I also got a spare. I had to wear bowling 
shoes. I wear a size 10. Bowlerama is at Glencairn and Bathurst. We went southbound on Bathurst Street. I went 
on Sunday, September 18. It was the first day of program This year. We went bowling at 2:00. We came back at 
4:00. I like bowling because it is fun. I used the black ball. I throw the ball to knock down the pins. It was s-pin 
bowling. We played for two hours. We went back to DANI going northbound on Bathurst. 

Girls Group 
by Terri 

 
Ashleigh, Anna, Carolyn, Guitti, Miri, Rita and I went 
to Ashleigh’s house and we walked to the beach. I 
went to see the water and I walked on the sand. I 
like to walk on the sand. My favourite part was 
setting the water on the beach. It happened on 
Monday after lunch because we have Girls Group. I 
liked it because I like to hang out with everybody, 
and it was nice weather. 
 
The next week, for Girls Group we all walked 
together at Yorkdale. We saw lots of stuff. We went 
into a store called Sephora. Guitti, Rita and I tried on 
makeup. We lost track of time so we had to walk 
quickly when we left the mall. We also stopped at 
Tim Horton’s and at Shoppers. I liked going to get 
makeup because I like to wear it sometimes, but I 
didn’t buy anything. I just window-shopped. 

The Girls Group at the beach 

Pop-Up Lunch 
By Rita 

 

I will talk about the Pop-Up Lunch. I went with Ash, 
Deborah and Rachel. We sold wraps, salads, cookies and 
pop. It was at a location at Finch. I was on the food 
station. It was my first day doing Pop-Up Lunch. I had 
good experiences with the customers that day and my 
partner was Rachel. We got to the place by van. Ash 
drove us.  
 
We loaded up the van with food, drinks, tables and 
baskets. I served the customers. They asked me what 
was for lunch. It was part of my work placement before 
the high holidays. I met the customers and I wore a DANI 
apron to make sure we stayed clean. We made good 
sales!  
 
I love Pop-Up lunch. It is to make money. Deborah was 
doing the cash. Deborah helped me see the prices. 
After, I did inventory with Rachel to write how much we 
made and how much we gave back to DANI. I am excited 
and happy for this new program I am in! 

Rita and Deborah working hard at the Pop-Up Lunch 
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Marianne’s Birthday 
By Carolyn 

 

On Saturday, September 17, the Fingold and the 
Gullo families had a lot of fun for Marianne’s 
birthday. In the morning, my sister Mel got 
McDonald’s for breakfast. Before lunch, Marianne 
got three birthday presents. I got her some perfume. 
She got a candle from Terri, and some fishing stuff 
from Pet Plus. 

After lunch, we went to a mystery room. One group 
went to the doctor room, and the other went to the 
mummy room. I went in the room, but it was too 
scary so Victoria and I played Connect 4 instead. We 
also played a game called Blokus. 

My dad, Marianne, Terri and I went to Metro to get 
some stuff like chamomile tea and we got some stuff 
for the salad. Then we went home for dinner and 
Granny Ev’s bundt cake. It was fantastic! 

A bundt cake -- but not as good at Carolyn's granny's recipe! 

Wisdom Teeth 
By Talya 

 
I want to the dentist together with my mom and sister, Rachel. Both Rachel and I went to the dentist to get our 
wisdom teeth pulled. I really liked that my mom was with us. My sister was scared of the needle but I was brave. 
I didn’t like that I could not feel my teeth for a while after the procedure. We had the procedure done at the 
dentist’s office. It was my first time in that office. We went there last Wednesday. In the afternoon. I had to get 
my wisdom teeth pulled because they got infected. My mom drove me and my sister over to the dentist. The 
dentist asked me questions about how I feel and checked my temperature and blood pressure. I was lying on a 
chair and gave me a needle to numb the pain. At the end the dentist gave me a container with the teeth he pulled 
out for me to keep. My mouth was swollen and I had to miss a few days and stay home. 

Work Placement Updates: Shredding 

At DANI, we are always glad to see the skills we learn in 
the classroom or in our work placements being put to 
good use outside of program. Recently, we learned that 
Daniel enjoyed his shredding job so much last year, that 
he even loves to do shredding at home! If anyone has any 
papers that need shredding, please drop them off at DANI 
for Daniel to shred. He would be very happy to do it!  

Daniel shredding at home 

What We’re Working On 

This week, we took a break from our usual play 
rehearsals to have a special drama class. Katie led us 
in some great warm-up exercises, and fun games. It 
was definitely a challenge to act out scenes using a 
staff’s hands instead of our own, but it was so much 
fun! 

Our Independent Livings Skills group has been 
practicing essential skills such as folding laundry, and 
household chores. They are really helping to keep 
our site clean. Thanks, guys!   

Dori and Noah work together to sweep the room 
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A New Fan for My Friend Clyde 

Last year, at DANI’s tenth annual gala, we were very excited to help promote a very special 
project: My Friend Clyde. Jacquelyn, one of our employees, is the spokeswoman for the 

book. My Friend Clyde is a children’s book that helps educate children about the 
importance of respect, and to prevent bullying. 

Recently, we discovered that the book has a brand new fan…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Premiere, Kathleen Wynne! 

Jacquelyn first met Premiere Wynne on Sunday, September 25 at The Word on the Street 
Festival. It wasn’t long before they met again – on Monday, Jacquelyn ran into her again at 

the 40th Gala for the Learning Disability Association of Ontario, where Premiere Wynne 
purchased two copies of the book! 

For more information about My Friend Clyde, please visit their website at 
www.myfriendclyde.com and show your support by liking them on Facebook! 

 

 

 

http://www.myfriendclyde.com/

