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Announcements 
 
To all families who are part of our Day Program, please keep in mind program 
closures on the following dates: 

- Monday, October 3 and Tuesday, October 4 for Rosh Hashanah 
- Monday, October 10 for Thanksgiving 
- We will be closing promptly at 12:30 pm on Tuesday, October 

11 and will be closed for the full day on Wednesday, October 12 
for Yom Kippur 

As we are starting to move into fall, please take care to dress appropriately 
for the weather.  
 
Thank you all for your continued support of our newsletter. As always, 
everyone is encouraged to contribute photos, articles or ideas. Any 
contributions to the newsletter can be sent to Rachel Albert at 
newsletter@dani-toronto.com 
 
 

DANI WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE FOR 
A GREAT START TO THE YEAR! 

DANI 
501 Clark Avenue West 
Thornhill, ON, L4J 4E5 

WWW.DANI-TORONTO.COM 
Phone: 905-889-3264 

Email: info@dani-toronto.com 
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 Welcome to Our New Placement Students! 

Over the past few years, DANI has been happy to offer opportunities for college students to join us for their field 
placements.  Each week, these students take an active part in our Day Program activities and we all very happy to have 
the chance to work with them. This year, we would like to welcome Caitlyn, from the Therapeutic Recreation program, 
Melanie from the Social Service Worker program, and Chavi from the Child and Youth Work program. We are also very 
happy to welcome back Shaini, for another year of placement at DANI! We look forward to working with you all! 

To find out about what our Cooking class had made so far, see 
page 6 

To find out more about our Rosh Hashanah gift shop, 
see page 2 

mailto:newsletter@dani-toronto.com
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DANI’s Pop-Up Lunch Program Has 
Now Expanded! 

DANI is excited to let you know that our Pop-Up Lunch 
program has been expanded to include an additional day 
due to popular demand. We have a few open spots left 
and would love to partner with your company!  

At DANI, our mission is to nurture and provide skills 
training with the goal of independence. Pop-Up Lunch 
(under COR, Dairy) is an important part of our 
programming and social enterprises. Participants come 
to your location and provide you with an amazing café 
food experience. All meals are prepared under the 
supervision of our Executive Chef to ensure freshness and 
quality. 

By inviting us into your place of work, you get a fresh, 
delicious lunch while helping to support fundraising for 
DANI’s programming. You are also providing much-loved 
community connections for our participants.  

This is a no obligation/commitment program for 
employers! DANI comes prepared with freshly made food 
items, and it is entirely up to you and your staff if you 
would like to make a purchase, or just stop by for a chat!  

If interested, please contact Ash at atabak@dani-
toronto.com or call us for more information. 

DANI’s Rosh Hashanah Gift Shop 

With the high holidays just around the corner, we 
are very excited to introduce our new Rosh 
Hashanah Gift Shop! Our shop is located at 501 
Clark Ave W, and our online store is open 24/7 for 
your convenience. Please visit: https://store.dani-
toronto.com to check out our gift options!  

Our beautiful gifts are great for Rosh Hashanah and 
other occasions, and they are a unique way to 
support DANI programs! 

We would also like to thank all of our amazing 
volunteers who spent many hours packaging 
hundreds of gifts for that are now available for 
purchase!   

A small sample of our Rosh Hashanah gifts. Visit our gift 
shop or online store to see more! 

Our Pop-Up Cafe, bringing a delicious cafe experience straight to you! 

Thank you for Supporting our Challah 
and Cookies Sale! 

We would like to thank everyone for all of their support of 
our recent Challah and Cookies sale, in support of our 
literacy program.  

We hope everyone enjoys their delicious babke, cookies, 
and challah prepared by the DANI kitchen! We would 
especially like to thank Aviva for her beautifully decorated 
cookies!  

Delicious challah from the DANI kitchen. Enjoy! 

mailto:atabak@dani-toronto.com
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Thursday Morning Guest Series 

We are very excited to announce that our Thursday 
morning guest series has returned! On Thursday 
mornings, guests are invited to join us at our Day 
Program to daven with our participants. 

On Thursday, September 15 we had our first guest 
of the season: Rabbi Charles Grysman, Rabbi of 
Zichron Yisroel Synagogue (Associated Hebrew Day 
School). We would like to thank Rabbi Grysman for 
visiting us! 

If you are interested in being part of our guest series, 
please let us know! Tal, Ryan and Rabbi Grysman davening together 

This Year’s Play Is… 

Now that our program year has officially started, we can 
finally announce that this year’s play has been chosen! This 
year, DANI will be putting on a production of… The Lion 
King! 

Rehearsals have already begun, and we are just starting to 
cast some of the roles. In our weekly play practices, we have 
already started to hold auditions for some of the characters! 
We are all looking forward to getting our parts over the next 
few weeks and beginning to learn our lines.  

This year, our play will be held on Monday, May 29 at the 
Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts! Please mark 
your calendars, and look out for more updates about our 
play as the year goes on! Stay tuned for more information about this year's play! 

Getting Ready for Art Night! 

Our preparations for this year’s art night are 
already well underway. To go with our Around the 
World theme, we all had the chance to locate our 
countries of origin on a map. 

We have also started to learn about how 
countries are often represented by a flag. Last 
week, each of us had a chance to recreate the flag 
of our own family’s countries of origin!  

Guitti and Izzy working on the flag of Venezuela 

A Special Visit 

At DANI, we are always glad to meet new people. On 
Thursday, September 8 our Day Program had a special visitor 
– Anna’s cousin, Esti! We were all very happy to meet Esti 
and introduce her to everything that we do at DANI.  

We showed Esti what we had learned so far about our family 
histories for our art projects, and invited her to join us on a 
community outing in the afternoon! 

Thank you for coming, Esti. We hope to see you again soon! 
Thanks for coming, Esti! 
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This Year at DANI 
By Noah 

 
We are going to have a play at the end of the year. The name 
of the play is “The Lion King.” We just started to practice and 
for now, I have a role of an elephant. I would like to have other 
roles in the play. I was thinking I would be a good Simba. I like 
to act because it is fun and it’s cool. 
 
The second thing I would like to write about is my fear of dogs. 
I never had a dog before, and I saw a dog at DANI. The dog’s 
name is Kasper. Kasper is big and black, and he has black eyes. 
Kasper has a collar and he has an owner. I thought Rachel was 
his owner, but actually Ashleigh is. I want to learn how not to 
be afraid of Kasper. In the past week, I started to learn how to 
get used to the dog. I was in the hallway and Jordan came with 
the leash and brought Kasper with him. I was standing beside 
Jordan and tried not to be scared. I waved to Kasper when he 
was lying in the office. I really want to get used to Kasper and 
maybe even pet him or walk with him, but for now I am still 
afraid. 
 
Every Monday, we are going to the library to watch a movie in 
a big room on a huge TV. This TV reminds me of a movie theatre 
screen. We watched a movie called “Spiderman.” I didn’t like 
the movie because it was a bit scary. Spiderman is a good man 
because he is a superhero and superheroes save people. I don’t 
want to be a superhero because I am not good at it. 
Superheroes need a lot of strength, they have to know how to 
fly, and run fast and jump. They need to know how to fight, and 
I am not good at those things, but I am good at other things like 
swimming, canoeing, kayaking and acting! 

Noah and Rachel taking Kasper for a walk 

My Goals for the Year 
By Guitti 

 
1) I want to learn how to use a cellphone 
2) I want to learn how to make money by myself 
3) I want to learn how to live independently 
4) I want to learn how to work more (for longer hours) 
5) I want to learn what a bill is and how to pay it 
6) I want to learn how to take out money from the bank 
7) I want to learn how to use makeup  
8) I want to learn how to sign a receipt 
9) I want to learn to buy my things independently 
10) I want to learn how to be late without getting upset 

 Terri’s Wishlist 
 

1) I want to learn to be independent so if people need 
me, they can call me for help 

2) I want to learn how to correct my spelling on emails  
3) I want to learn how to walk to Sobeys alone 
4) I want to be able to walk by myself and meet the 

group where they are going 
5) I want to learn how to text from a different room Terri and Ash ready for a new year! 
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Yoga Class 
by Ryan 

 
There are about seven Participants and two staff members in yoga class. The yoga class takes place every 
Wednesday from 2:45 to 3:30. We all put yoga mats on the floor, take off our shoes, and sit down. At first we go 
around in a circle and each one of us talks about how their mood is, how we are feeling, and our energy level. After 
that, we go around again, and this time each of us has to wish something good for someone else. Finally, we lie 
down to the mats, listen to quiet and relaxing music and focus on our breathing The class happens in the program 
room at DANI. The yoga class is important because it helps us to calm down, relax, not worry about anything and 
just focus on yourself.  

My New Job 
by Alex 

 
I went to CARD this week with Ashleigh, Anna, Rafi, Guitti 
and Rebecca. I worked with Ashleigh. I wipe the saddles. I 
wipe them with the sponge. The sponge is yellow. I put 
the sponge in the water. I put the soap in the bucket. I 
wipe the saddle five times with the sponge. The saddle is 
dirty! I dry it with a towel. I put the bucket in the sink. 
After working, I watch people riding the horses. 
 
CARD is on Dufferin Street. We go southbound on Steeles. 
My first day was Tuesday, September 6. I go to CARD 
every week on Tuesday. We go at 1:00 and we come back 
at 3:00. I go to CARD to do work. We get there in the van. 
I like CARD because I like cleaning the saddles. 

Alex, Rebecca and Guitti cleaning a saddle at CARD 

One Kenton 
by Josh 

 
I go to One Kenton with three of my friends and Tal, the staff. One Kenton is a seniors’ home. We work in the 
basement. We go to One Kenton for job training. I would like to work with seniors one day, and going to One 
Kenton gives me experience.  
 
 At One Kenton, we work with the seniors who live there. We join the senior’s programs. We dance, we sing, and 
we play games like Jeopardy or Family Feud. During the program, we all sit together with the seniors in a big circle 
and a staff from the senior home runs the activities. I like helping the seniors and making them happy. 

Ashkenaz Festival 
By Rita 

 
I will talk about my weekend at the Ashkenaz Festival 
with my mom. We got to the festival by subway. It was 
as the Harbourfront Centre. There was Yiddish cabaret, 
the Zev Feldman Trio, a Kids Zone and a parade. 
 
It was the end of the festival. There was food, music, 
dancing and lots of things to do at the festival. It was to 
say goodbye to the summer. There were literature 
talks and workshops. I took a lot of pictures and it was 
lots of fun! It was hot at the festival, and that was my 
Labour Day weekend! 

Rita's photo of a band called "Octopus" who played at the festival 
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Cooking Class 

Our Thursday afternoon Cooking class has already 
prepared some delicious dishes for everyone to 
share! Using our training kitchen, we have been 
learning about safety in the kitchen and especially 
around the stove. 

Over the past few weeks, we have already learned 
to prepare some simple meals and snacks, including 
French Toast, scrambled eggs, and garlic baguettes! 

Everyone really enjoys getting some more 
experience in the kitchen, and especially sampling 
the food they made themselves! Anyone who is at 
DANI on a Thursday afternoon may be lucky enough 
to be offered a taste! 

Left: Leiba preparing vegetables for scrambled eggs 
Right: Ben adding oil to our garlic baguettes 

Work Placement Updates: Bikur 
Cholim 

Every year, participants in our Day Program have a variety 
of opportunities for vocational training in the community. 
Participants learn valuable skills while giving back to the 
community.  

This year, we are excited to have a new partnership with 
Bikur Cholim, a volunteer-driven organization that 
provides a variety of services to individuals and families. 
Among its many services are kosher meal deliveries, 
visitations to patients who are in the hospital, a Dial-a-
Ride service, and many other valuable services. For more 
information, please visit: www.bikurcholim.ca 

Our participants have been offered two amazing 
opportunities to contribute to this wonderful 
organization. Each week, participants visit the Bikur 
Cholim office to help shred documents. In addition, our 
participants work at the DANI Centre to help package 
cutlery and napkins that are sent out with every meal that 
Bikur Cholim delivers. We are very proud to be a part of 
their work! 

Talya and Rafi packaging cutlery and napkins for Bikur Cholim 

What We’re Working On 

Even though it’s only the first few weeks, we’ve all 
been hard at work in all of our programs! Our Monday 
morning literacy group has been working on their 
reading skills. 

After much discussion and a group vote, our Book 
Study group has decided to read Anne of Green 
Gables this year, a Canadian classic! 

Our new Dance class has a lot of fun each week 
coming up with our own dance moves to put together 
into our own unique dances. We really have to get 
creative to come up with new moves each time! Dori practicing his reading  

http://www.bikurcholim.ca/
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One Foot In, One Foot Out 
By Deborah 

 

 

I was born and raised here, in Toronto, ON. I am of the generation of Mr. Rogers, Electric Company, Polka 
Dot Door (remember Polka Roo?) and Sesame Street without Elmo. Flintstones used to be on weekdays at 
noon. There was Lego to be played with, along with Fisher Price toys, hula hoops and so much more. If I may 
quote Mr. Archie Bunker, "Those were the days"! 

 
I remember being in Junior High Grade 9 at A.H.D.S., yes, there was even a Junior High Grade 9 in those days, 
and taking typing class on a regular typewriter. Then in High School, I "moved on up", as Mr. Jefferson from 
the Jeffersons used to say, and had an electric typewriter to type up my assignments. Same when I was in 
University. So receiving the iPad donation from Rudy and Kathy was like being a child in a candy store.  That 
was how excited I was. 
 
At first, I had no clue how to use the iPad, except to type, thanks to my Grade 9 typing teacher. Then I 
thought, “hey, I am getting the hang of it, I can do it, wait a minute, I AM doing it!” It wasn't until recently, 
when I was facing some iPad technical difficulties, that I realized, I don't quite have the hang of it after all. 
 
But fear not my dear friends, for Sarah came to the rescue, and was able to fix the iPad for me!!! Now I have 
my good old friend back with me. I guess I can say, I am of the generation of having one foot in the old school 
world, and one foot in the technological world. And you know what? I think I have the best of both worlds. 
 
I have had the opportunity to be exposed to and taught the basics: math, reading, writing, spelling and 
typing. And even though I am behind in the technological world, I think I can safely say, I have one foot in 
now, thanks to my iPad. 
 

And that's just fine with me!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


