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DANI 6"%Andual Gala

OnWednesday, June 1 DANI held a very special aeye
our 10" Anniversary Gala, celebrating how far the DA
program has come since it first began in 2006. This 'y
we honoured Esti and Randy Cohen, Nor&iketz and
Sobeys for their mentorship and invelment with DANI.

The evening began with a cocktail reception, includin
great photo booth where guests could dress up and
their pictures taken. During dinner, awards we
presented to each of our honourees and guests we
treated to speeches and déo presentations about the
impact DANI has had since it first began.

One of the real highlights was a very moving speech m
by Deborah, who spoke about her experiences working
DANI. Guests were also treated to a brief look at

production of Shrk Jr. the Musical, by a small group
DANI staff and participantsEach honouree was als
showcased in a video highlighting a few of the reas
why they were chosen to receive awards this year.

After dinner, guests were invited to take part in o
Charity Casino, featuring a variety of games to earn ticl
to be used in a raffle of some amazing prizes. There
also a silent auction, where guests could bid on ite
including artwork, kitchen equipment, and much mor
We would like to thank everyanfor joining us at the gald
and celebrating our IDanniversary with us!
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Above: Deborah's speech about DANI
Below: MayorBevilacquais presented with artwork made by the
DANI group
Photos for this article, including cover page, by Andrew Laszlo/Tv
Photo & Video

FigurelRita performs her scene from Shrek at the gala. Photo by Andrev
Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video

The Gala
By Rita

| want to talk about the gald. did my scene with
Rachel and Jordan at the gala. | got there by car v
my mom and Miri. We were there from 7:45 unt
8:30. We came to do our scene and have fun and W
around to look at the display. | got dressed in
costume. | went on stage witheRhel. The lights werg
on us to do the performance, and they had a DJ
help out. We had our pictures taken after our sceri

| liked the room because the lights were beautifu
love the Dulocscene with Anna, Ashleigh, Eli, Te|
YR aANA® L fAQ1SR ! &K
speech. They did a beautiful job putting on the pl
for us. It was amazing. | liked the dresses Ashle
and Anna wore at the gala. | saw the displays at
tables wih my mom. We had fun at the gala. | lov4
the gala. It was amazing, and when | got in {
beautiful room, | saw all the lights. They had food g
drinks. My favourite thing was seeing the displa
and doing my scene with Rachel.
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Shrek Jr. The Musical: Showtime!

On Monday, May 31 our year of hard work paid off, as the DANI group presented our fourth anrstager
production: Shrek Jr. The Musical. Our show featured the amazing talents of our Day Program participan
and placement students.

Our show washe result of a full program year of weekly rehearsals, where we all practiced our dances and v
on mastering our lines. This year, we were even able to perform the whole show on stage without our scr
the weeks prior to the show, we devoted sg&l days to fulday dress rehearsals to fiiane details such ag
props, microphones, and costume changes. We would especially like to thank our actors for their patier
persistence in practicing through the hot weather!

On the day of the show, owast arrived early to have one last rehearsal on stage. We all enjoyed having the ¢
to perform with real microphones, lighting and music! Everyone was very excited to show their families and
all of the hard work they have put in over the ye#fter a delicious pizza dinner, we eagerly got back into
costumes and got ready to start the show!

We would like to give a special thank youAshleigh who was our director and producer. Ashleigh worked h
to on casting, choreography, coordinagitostumesand lighting and leading our weekly rehearsal&e would
also like to thankimorand her daughtersTamarandNaomi, Susie and Rachel SokalindDeborahfor all of their
hard work creating the sets for each scene.

We would also like to than&veryone else who helped to make this show such a success:

1 Shaini, Rachelle, Mark, Arjay and Robert, our placement students and volunteers who went abg
beyond in their commitment to the show

Stephanie and David, for their amazing duet after the imission

Hadassa, Jodi and Samantha for helping with hair and mpke

Michelle, for all of her help backstage

Allyssa and Maya, for all of their help-stage and off

The staff of the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts, who helped us with lightirsic, and
sound and were available to answer all of our questions and offer advice during-astaigarehearsal
All of our friends and family, for all of their support throughout the year and for coming see the
And of couwse, our cast: The Day Byram participants and staff!
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Shrek the Musical
By Alex

| was the Captain of the Guards. | marched and | {
GwAIKG GKAA gFe&HéE L RIy(
Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts at 7 pm
scene 3, | was with Rachel and | said my lines. We ha
scream when we saw Shrek. Thee ran away. | saiq
G{0SLI FaARS {KNB1Z IyR fEkS
ONBlF GdzNBad L fA]SR 6KSy |
liked the donkey. My favourite scene was scene
because | liked Gingy.

Before the play, Patty and Ryan picked me uj2 am.

We picked up Rebecca. Then we went to the theatre.

did a practice on the stage. We used the mics. | used
2. After, we ate pizza for dinner. | had a water bott
After dinner, | put on my costume, and we did the plg
At the end of the playSusie gave us a cookie with an Cast meeting just before our final dress rehearsal-stage
for Shrek on it. | ate the cookie. It was yummy. Mom, D
Jake and Hailyn came to see me. | felt good doing
play. | was very happy. | liked taking a bow with Guitti g
Ash. | liked the play. | want to do a play nesdry

Shrek
By Guitti

On Monday, it was the DANI play. Ashleigh inclug
everyone and | lovdaving some guests. My costun]
was comfortable. | got to chase Jordan. My mommy,
cousins my two aunts and Neri came to seen me. | d
to hit Izzy and | went around Ash and he went arod
me. | went around Ash two times. | love when theoleh
group weredancing. Shrek wass an ogre and Fiona
a princess. Jordan was Lord Farquaad. He wantg
princess to marry him because he wants to be king. L
Farquaad told Shrek to bring the princess to him
marry. The dragon fought Shrek, but the princess
FNES® LYy (GKS 0S3aAyyAy3a:s
end she fell in love with him. At the end, the whole gro
Guitti and Rachel waiting backstage for their scene put their hands up to finish the dance. My favourite Pg
was when | got to chase Jordan! | am looking forwarg
doing a play again neyear!

Shrek: DANI6 ®lay
by Josh

The play was nice! | was a Knight. | saw lots of peoj Fos R .L o
know. | had a scene where Shrek scared me and don - < e
Ly {OSyS 13 L alAR a{KK = = : 6

danced. We ate pizza &tfor dinner. At Scene 10 in m ; A Se3e 0 all’ ]
dance, the people laughed. The funniest part of the p ! by, “ B Log? B !
sKSY {KNB]l &4lFAR a{2L) (K fisixias Ve
to see the plgy. At the W?ddipg scene Jordan b(ought - : VA I v}q
U2 0KS OANDESP® aée Tl g2 NJ BEEEER - I\
ME [AFSéd L Y OSNBE SEON —

Josh (far left) playing a Knight in Scene 7
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The Play
by Jesse S.

| was the dly Duckling. The play was Shrek. | walked
Mark. | danced, and | marched. | liked Eli playing the
because he was funny. | likédghas the donkeylzzy was
Shrek. He had his face painted green. | liked when
farted. | liked being on the stage. | wore a yellow costur
| stomped my feet and | flapped my wings. Mom, dad &
Adam came to see me. Adam took a picture of everyb
| liked the play. Want to do a play again next year.

Rachelle and Jesse backstage before the shov

The Play
By Talya

The play was so fun! It was so cute and amazing. lzzy was Shrek, Ash was the donkey, and | was goo
Everybody saw me on stage. My mom‘gnd my sister Rachel came to see me, and my neighbour Maya. Sh
it was amazing. We shoulddoitaga®BE (G @S+ NX» L g2dZ R ¢yl (42 R2 a4/

aS YR wSo6SOOF ¢g2NBE o0SINI O2addzySas +FyR Al o6l a 4
odzi GKSY [AY2NJ KSfLISR YSs &d2age. R2y Qi GNA LD {KS
Shrek
by Rebecca

| got balloons painted on my face after the play. It ma
YS KLk L ¢la GKS o0Fo
A0FNEde L fA1SR GKS RNJI ]
with Ashleigh, Talyaand Jordan. | liked when th
princesses danced on the stage. | sat backstage

Michelle. Mom, dad, my aunt and uncle and my sis
came to see me in Shrek. | was very happy.

The Play
By Dori

' FGSNI GKS LX ez L 3IFYS GKS O0221AS GKIFG GKS aiddzR
allow me to eat cookies, and my niece always is asleep. My nephew is almost 6 years old and he
222RONARISP IS O2dzZ RyQi O02YS (2 (KS akKz2g¢g oSOl dza
the cookie to his fatherQr, who is my older ther. Or said the show was really beautiful, and we went
celebrate at a burger place because the pizza place that we wanted to go to was closed.

Shrek the Musical
By Carolyn

DANI did a play called Shrek the Musical. ]
participants are in the show. Ashleigh was t
director of the show. | was Peter Pan, and Raph
was baby Shrek. 1zzy was Shrek and Shaini
Fiona. We were wearing costumes. | was wigg|
my tushie at the adience. The people who cam
were my Granny, Evelyn, Debra, Brian g
Michael. It was at the Richmond Hill Theatre.
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Cast After Party

On Tuesday, June 1 we celebrated our amaz
LISNF2NXYIFyOS 2F { KNB]1 6Ad

Everyone enjoyed our trip to the restaurant fourgers, | B
hot dogs, and fries. It was a great way to celebrate §

relax after the previous night, and we could all really
the treat!
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We would like to thank Howie and his staff for welcomi
us and providing us a space to celebrate. We all |
visitingyour restaurant!

Please joirAsh and some of our participaritsti | 2 4
on Thursday, June 9 for a fundraiser barbecue. 10% of
proceeds made from this event will be donated to DA Our cast enjoying their meals at Howie T's
tftSrasS 02YS 2dzi | yR adzZlJ

Jewish Music Week

On Tuesday, June 1 a small group had
opportunity to attend a special performance as pa
of Jewish Music Week. We went next door to t
Garnet A. Williams Community Centre, where
were treated to an amazing performance by M
Mustelier Charadan, a Cuban violinist who fug
Cuban and Jewish music. Throughout |
performance, she also introduced the audience
some of the history ahe Jewish people in Cuba. W
had a great time at the performance, and even ¢
to take a picture fronMily at the end!

Enjoying the Cubadewish music at Garnet

Thank You, Ohr HaEmet! Il

DANI would like to thank the students &be DwekOhr

HaEmet Sephardic School who raised $500 for us as
of Light It Up BlueLast Friday, Kathy visited the schd
with Alex and Carolyn to accept the cheque on behall
everyone at DANI, and thank the students for th
support.

Light It Up Blue is an international campaign to ra|
awareness and understanding of autism, and celebr
the accomplishments of individuals with autism. Tha
you, Ohr HaEmet, for taking part in this opportunity a
choosing to raise money for DANI.

hK hy, Alex and Carolyn visit Ohr HaEmet Sephardic School

N o a h\Gsst
By Ryan

hy 2SRySaRlIe&x ¢S KIR F @GAaArAd2NI i GKS RFE& LINE
Noah and | met a few years ago at the Friendship Circle program, and we also go to the DANI Sunday
together. Noah came to chedut the Day Program and took part in a few activities, like davening, jour
and sports. | was very surprised to see Noah at the program, and | was happy to socialize with him §
him about the day program. | wish that Noah had a good visit agubd time with us.
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The Weather
By Tom

| like the weather. It is hot. | like going for a walk w
the people at DANI. | used to live in Hungary, and
weather there was hot too. | went to school and | lik
my school there. | learned about letters and math
liked to be outside when | liveth Hungary. | like
summer because | can spend time outside. | |
suntanning. | like to eat ice cream in the summer.
favourite is chocolate. | like going to the beach to wg
| like the sand, and | just put my feet in the water.

Tom playing outdoes with a group

Summer Plans

By Miri
LQY 32Ay3 gl @& (2 LaNI St .\W&kakedyoing triaveSiovrand daswme iRirdgyl @m of
F2N) FAOS 6SS1ad LQY 3F2Ay3A gAGK Y& FTNASYRa FyR ai
fAPGS Ay LaNI St Ay G662 RATTSNBY (onklay DS Bade té sdwith yQréu

LQY 3J2Ay3a (2 KIFIBS Fdzy 6AGK t2Ga 2F FYFT Ay3a FNRASY
get to be the staff for the younger kids. | like it. It is really hard work. We play water balnonse have contests
and we also get to play.

They have amazing food. They have big burgers, pizza, and Kosher McDonalds. We also go swimming a lot at
and the lake. The girls swim on one side, and the boys swim on the other side. It isureailyeftiedye our clothes
all different colours. We also have barbecues.

At first, we go to New York to meet the new people who are coming on the trip. We all go in a group and int
ourselves, and we fly to Israel all together. The planerideisfe&@ f 2y 3 L R2y Qi €A1 S

sick. When we get to Israel, it is more fun! The best part is being with my group and having fun with everyons
of the people are funny and we have good conversations. It is very hot in Ismele®d lots of sunscreen and wate

Kamazu
By Terri

| go to Kamazan Thursdays after literacy. | go with Jes
Alex, Carolyn and Dori. | fold socks, and we also fold
of different kinds of socks. We put them in the bin. Th¢
we have lunch. We have whatever Orly makes us.

normally makes sandwiches or wraps, avelget cookies
or chips or bananas sometimes. Sometimes, | bi
myself extra snacks from home. After lunch, we fg
more socks and then we go back to DANI around 1:3
2:00. | like working at Kamazu. | like this job because |
that the socks are wrg colourful. | like going to Kamaz The colourful socks at Kamazu, Terri's favourite part of the job
This is my second or third year working there.

Our Trip to the Bowling Alley
By Raphael and Danny

On Friday, we went to a bowling alley. We hit the pins with the ball and got a strike! There was also a toy m
A nice man gave us some money so everyone could play the @amay moved the stick and dropped the cla
to pick up toys. We won a cat, a pickle, and lots of animals. Raphael liked winning the prize, and Dan
playing the game. When Danny played, instead of one toy, he won two! At the bowling alley, Dantuy ridte
the ball. Raphael also likes to play ball. He picks up the ball and rolls it to hit the pins. Then, we get on the
go back to DANI.
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Montreal
By Laurence

| went to Montreal by Via Rail train. | went with my friend Lucas and two helpers, Marjorie and\&Gadly My
hotel was downtown. We went for drinks and we went for dinner downtown somewhere. We went to a caj
RARY QiU LX & | ye mhere Shada stéaliziDn the wiiy bRck @ the h6t8l Nie left from the wr
SEAG a2 ¢S 326 t2aded 2SS GNASR G2 3ISG | drEA® 28§
morning. We ended up staying the night in another hotel. Theé mexning, we were able to get a ride. We we
out for breakfast. We went to the Bbdome. | walked around downtown with Lucas, and we got lost again or
way back to the hotel! We managed to find our way. | liked going to Montreal. The best pagettiag to sleep
in!

Work Placement Updates: Holiday
Pet Care

Each week, our group has a great time visit
Holiday Pet Care where we spend time and play W
the dogs. Our group really enjoys getting to see 1
different dogs each time and learning about each
them.

This week, we had the chance to meet a new,
month-old puppy hamed Poe who was spending t
day at Holiday Pet Care. We had a great time play
with him and all of the other dogs.

Our group has really mastered the rules, such
remembering to make sure all doors are closed &
giving the dogs commy Ra a dzOK | &
We all really enjoy visiting the dogs and look forwg

Poe, our new friend at Holiday Pet Care to seeing them each week.

What Webdre Wbhagi BgQC

Over the past few weeks, we have been learning about
WSgAaK K2fARIF& [3 . QhYS
devoted to learning about the reasons we celebrate t
holiday, as well as the meaning of the name.

¢KS 3INRdzL) £ SI NY SR Keedad of the]
RSIFGKa 2F wkooA ! {AQlIQa
they had not been respectful to each other. Our gro
discussed examples of how we can show respect and
importance of showing respect to others.

[ F3 . QhYSNJ Aa { Ny IRttingbéhffds,
to represent the light brought into the world by Rab
{KAY2Yy o6FNJ,6 20KIAQa G4SIO
a bonfire, people celebrate by eating foods that may
served at a picnic or bonfire.

Our Cooking class prepared dalics baked potatoes tg
Sya22eé Ay K2y2dz2NJ 2F [ 3 .

prepare baked potatoes by jabbing them with a fork to
the steam in, washing and wrapping them, and then lett
them bake in the oven. We enjoyed our delicious trg
with a doice of cheese, butter, or salt.

Preparing baked potatoes for Lag B'Omer




