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Please Support “My Friend Clyde” 
 

At last week’s gala, we had the opportunity to promote a book that is very special to us. Jacquelyn, one of our 
DANI employees and the spokeswoman for the book, set up a table at the gala to promote it and sell copies. The 
book helps educate children about the importance of respect, and to prevent bullying.  For more information 
about the book, please visit www.myfriendclyde.com and please show your support by liking it on Facebook! 
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Announcements 
 
A reminder to all families that DANI will be closed on Monday, June 13 for 
Shavuot. 
 
Please join us at Howie T’s on Thursday, June 9 for their fundraiser BBQ! 10% 
of all proceeds will be donated to DANI. We would like to thank Howie T’s 
for supporting us, and we hope to see everyone there! 
 
Look out for our new DANI website, which will be launching very soon. We 
would like to thank Izzy and Orit for all of their hard work on the website. 
We can’t wait for everyone to see what we have in store. Stay tuned for more 
information about our new and improved DANI webpage.  
 
A reminder that our last day of program will be Wednesday, June 29. DANI 
will be closed for the first two weeks of July. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support of our newsletter. As always, 
everyone is encouraged to contribute by sending in articles, ideas and 
photos. To contribute, or to be added to the mailing list, please contact 
Rachel at newsletter@dani-toronto.com 
 
 
 
 

DANI HOPES EVERYONE ENJOYED THIS 
YEAR’S PLAY! 
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DANI’s 10th Annual Gala 

On Wednesday, June 1 DANI held a very special event – 
our 10th Anniversary Gala, celebrating how far the DANI 
program has come since it first began in 2006. This year, 
we honoured Esti and Randy Cohen, Norene Gilletz and 
Sobeys for their mentorship and involvement with DANI.  
 
The evening began with a cocktail reception, including a 
great photo booth where guests could dress up and get 
their pictures taken. During dinner, awards were 
presented to each of our honourees and guests were 
treated to speeches and video presentations about the 
impact DANI has had since it first began.  
 
One of the real highlights was a very moving speech made 
by Deborah, who spoke about her experiences working at 
DANI. Guests were also treated to a brief look at our 
production of Shrek Jr. the Musical, by a small group of 
DANI staff and participants. Each honouree was also 
showcased in a video highlighting a few of the reasons 
why they were chosen to receive awards this year. 
 
After dinner, guests were invited to take part in our 
Charity Casino, featuring a variety of games to earn tickets 
to be used in a raffle of some amazing prizes. There was 
also a silent auction, where guests could bid on items 
including artwork, kitchen equipment, and much more. 
We would like to thank everyone for joining us at the gala, 
and celebrating our 10th anniversary with us! 

Above: Deborah's speech about DANI 
Below: Mayor Bevilacqua is presented with artwork made by the 

DANI group 
Photos for this article, including cover page, by Andrew Laszlo/Twins 

Photo & Video 

The Gala 
By Rita 

 
I want to talk about the gala. I did my scene with 
Rachel and Jordan at the gala. I got there by car with 
my mom and Miri. We were there from 7:45 until 
8:30. We came to do our scene and have fun and walk 
around to look at the display. I got dressed in my 
costume. I went on stage with Rachel. The lights were 
on us to do the performance, and they had a DJ to 
help out. We had our pictures taken after our scene. 
 
I liked the room because the lights were beautiful. I 
love the Duloc scene with Anna, Ashleigh, Eli, Terri 
and Miri. I liked Ashleigh’s speech and Kathy’s 
speech. They did a beautiful job putting on the play 
for us. It was amazing. I liked the dresses Ashleigh 
and Anna wore at the gala. I saw the displays at the 
tables with my mom. We had fun at the gala. I loved 
the gala. It was amazing, and when I got in the 
beautiful room, I saw all the lights. They had food and 
drinks. My favourite thing was seeing the displays, 
and doing my scene with Rachel.  
 

Figure 1Rita performs her scene from Shrek at the gala. Photo by Andrew 
Laszlo/Twins Photo & Video 
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Shrek Jr. The Musical: Showtime!  

On Monday, May 31 our year of hard work paid off, as the DANI group presented our fourth annual on-stage 
production: Shrek Jr. The Musical. Our show featured the amazing talents of our Day Program participants, staff, 
and placement students.  

Our show was the result of a full program year of weekly rehearsals, where we all practiced our dances and worked 
on mastering our lines. This year, we were even able to perform the whole show on stage without our scripts! In 
the weeks prior to the show, we devoted several days to full-day dress rehearsals to fine-tune details such as 
props, microphones, and costume changes. We would especially like to thank our actors for their patience and 
persistence in practicing through the hot weather!  

On the day of the show, our cast arrived early to have one last rehearsal on stage. We all enjoyed having the chance 
to perform with real microphones, lighting and music! Everyone was very excited to show their families and friends 
all of the hard work they have put in over the year. After a delicious pizza dinner, we eagerly got back into our 
costumes and got ready to start the show! 

We would like to give a special thank you to Ashleigh, who was our director and producer. Ashleigh worked hard 
to on casting, choreography, coordinating costumes and lighting, and leading our weekly rehearsals. We would 
also like to thank Limor and her daughters, Tamar and Naomi, Susie and Rachel Sokol, and Deborah for all of their 
hard work creating the sets for each scene.  

We would also like to thank everyone else who helped to make this show such a success: 

 Shaini, Rachelle, Mark, Arjay and Robert, our placement students and volunteers who went above and 
beyond in their commitment to the show 

 Stephanie and David, for their amazing duet after the intermission 

 Hadassa, Jodi and Samantha for helping with hair and make-up 

 Michelle, for all of her help backstage 

 Allyssa and Maya, for all of their help on-stage and off 

 The staff of the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts, who helped us with lighting, music, and 
sound and were available to answer all of our questions and offer advice during our on-stage rehearsal 

 All of our friends and family, for all of their support throughout the year and for coming see the show 

 And of course, our cast: The Day Program participants and staff! 
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Shrek the Musical 
By Alex 

 
I was the Captain of the Guards. I marched and I said 
“Right this way!” I danced with Ash. The play was at the 
Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts at 7 pm. In 
scene 3, I was with Rachel and I said my lines. We had to 
scream when we saw Shrek. Then we ran away. I said 
“Step aside Shrek, and let us at him.” I led the fairytale 
creatures. I liked when Lord Farquaad said “Booooo!” I 
liked the donkey. My favourite scene was scene 4 
because I liked Gingy.  
 

Before the play, Patty and Ryan picked me up at 2 pm. 
We picked up Rebecca. Then we went to the theatre. We 
did a practice on the stage. We used the mics. I used mic 
2. After, we ate pizza for dinner. I had a water bottle. 
After dinner, I put on my costume, and we did the play. 
At the end of the play, Susie gave us a cookie with an S 
for Shrek on it. I ate the cookie. It was yummy. Mom, Dad, 
Jake and Hailyn came to see me. I felt good doing the 
play. I was very happy. I liked taking a bow with Guitti and 
Ash. I liked the play. I want to do a play next year. 
 

Shrek 
By Guitti 

 

On Monday, it was the DANI play. Ashleigh included 
everyone and I love having some guests. My costume 
was comfortable. I got to chase Jordan. My mommy, my 
cousins, my two aunts and Neri came to seen me. I got 
to hit Izzy and I went around Ash and he went around 
me. I went around Ash two times. I love when the whole 
group were dancing.  Shrek was as an ogre and Fiona is 
a princess. Jordan was Lord Farquaad. He wanted a 
princess to marry him because he wants to be king. Lord 
Farquaad told Shrek to bring the princess to him to 
marry. The dragon fought Shrek, but the princess got 
free. In the beginning, Fiona didn’t like Shrek, but at the 
end she fell in love with him. At the end, the whole group 
put their hands up to finish the dance. My favourite part 
was when I got to chase Jordan! I am looking forward to 
doing a play again next year! 

Guitti and Rachel waiting backstage for their scene 
Shrek: DANI’s Play 

by Josh 
 
The play was nice! I was a Knight. I saw lots of people I 
know.  I had a scene where Shrek scared me and donkey.  
In Scene 7, I said “Shh, don’t wake her up” and I also 
danced. We ate pizza at 5 for dinner. At Scene 10 in my 
dance, the people laughed. The funniest part of the play 
when Shrek said “Sop the wedding!” my parents came 
to see the play. At the wedding scene Jordan brought me 
to the circle. My favorite song from the play is “Story of 
My Life”. I am very excited for the play next year. 

Josh (far left) playing a Knight in Scene 7 

Cast meeting just before our final dress rehearsal on-stage 
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The Play 
by Jesse S. 

 

I was the Ugly Duckling. The play was Shrek. I walked with 
Mark. I danced, and I marched. I liked Eli playing the pig 
because he was funny. I liked Ash as the donkey. Izzy was 
Shrek. He had his face painted green. I liked when Izzy 
farted. I liked being on the stage. I wore a yellow costume. 
I stomped my feet and I flapped my wings. Mom, dad and 
Adam came to see me. Adam took a picture of everybody 
I liked the play. I want to do a play again next year. 

Rachelle and Jesse backstage before the show 
The Play 
By Talya 

 
The play was so fun! It was so cute and amazing. Izzy was Shrek, Ash was the donkey, and I was good! I did it! 
Everybody saw me on stage. My mom and my sister Rachel came to see me, and my neighbour Maya. She told me 
it was amazing. We should do it again next year. I would want to do “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” next year.  
 
Me and Rebecca wore bear costumes, and it was warm. One time, I couldn’t see where I was going on the stage, 
but then Limor helped me, so I don’t trip. She held my hand on the stage.  
 

Shrek 
by Rebecca 

 

I got balloons painted on my face after the play. It made 
me happy. I was the baby bear. I said “You’re big and 
scary.” I liked the dragon. I liked the big roar. I danced 
with Ashleigh, Talya and Jordan. I liked when the 
princesses danced on the stage. I sat backstage with 
Michelle. Mom, dad, my aunt and uncle and my sister 
came to see me in Shrek. I was very happy. 

 
Rebecca and Shaini 

The Play 
By Dori 

 

After the play, I gave the cookie that the students gave out to the actors to my nephew, because my doctor doesn’t 
allow me to eat cookies, and my niece always is asleep. My nephew is almost 6 years old and he lives in 
Woodbridge. He couldn’t come to the show because he had homework to do and had to go to bed early. So I gave 
the cookie to his father, Or, who is my older brother. Or said the show was really beautiful, and we went to 
celebrate at a burger place because the pizza place that we wanted to go to was closed. 

Shrek the Musical 
By Carolyn 

 
DANI did a play called Shrek the Musical. The 
participants are in the show. Ashleigh was the 
director of the show. I was Peter Pan, and Raphael 
was baby Shrek. Izzy was Shrek and Shaini was 
Fiona. We were wearing costumes. I was wiggling 
my tushie at the audience. The people who came 
were my Granny, Evelyn, Debra, Brian and 
Michael. It was at the Richmond Hill Theatre. Shaini and Carolyn taking selfies backstage 
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Cast After Party at Howie T’s! 

On Tuesday, June 1 we celebrated our amazing 
performance of Shrek with a cast after party at Howie T’s! 
Everyone enjoyed our trip to the restaurant for burgers, 
hot dogs, and fries. It was a great way to celebrate and 
relax after the previous night, and we could all really use 
the treat! 

We would like to thank Howie and his staff for welcoming 
us and providing us a space to celebrate. We all love 
visiting your restaurant! 

Please join Ash and some of our participants at Howie T’s 
on Thursday, June 9 for a fundraiser barbecue. 10% of the 
proceeds made from this event will be donated to DANI. 
Please come out and support Howie T’s! 

Our cast enjoying their meals at Howie T's 
Jewish Music Week 

On Tuesday, June 1 a small group had the 
opportunity to attend a special performance as part 
of Jewish Music Week. We went next door to the 
Garnet A. Williams Community Centre, where we 
were treated to an amazing performance by Mily 
Mustelier Charadan, a Cuban violinist who fuses 
Cuban and Jewish music. Throughout her 
performance, she also introduced the audience to 
some of the history of the Jewish people in Cuba. We 
had a great time at the performance, and even got 
to take a picture from Mily at the end!   

Enjoying the Cuban-Jewish music at Garnet 
Thank You, Ohr HaEmet! 

DANI would like to thank the students of Joe Dwek Ohr 
HaEmet Sephardic School who raised $500 for us as part 
of Light It Up Blue. Last Friday, Kathy visited the school 
with Alex and Carolyn to accept the cheque on behalf of 
everyone at DANI, and thank the students for their 
support. 

Light It Up Blue is an international campaign to raise 
awareness and understanding of autism, and celebrate 
the accomplishments of individuals with autism. Thank 
you, Ohr HaEmet, for taking part in this opportunity and 
choosing to raise money for DANI. 

Kathy, Alex and Carolyn visit Ohr HaEmet Sephardic School 
Noah’s Visit 

By Ryan 
 

On Wednesday, we had a visitor at the day program. His name is Noah. I’ve known Noah for a long time now. 
Noah and I met a few years ago at the Friendship Circle program, and we also go to the DANI Sunday Program 
together. Noah came to check out the Day Program and took part in a few activities, like davening, journals, 
and sports. I was very surprised to see Noah at the program, and I was happy to socialize with him and told 
him about the day program. I wish that Noah had a good visit and a good time with us. 
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The Weather 
By Tom 

 

I like the weather. It is hot. I like going for a walk with 
the people at DANI. I used to live in Hungary, and the 
weather there was hot too. I went to school and I liked 
my school there. I learned about letters and math. I 
liked to be outside when I lived in Hungary. I like 
summer because I can spend time outside. I like 
suntanning. I like to eat ice cream in the summer. My 
favourite is chocolate. I like going to the beach to walk. 
I like the sand, and I just put my feet in the water. 

Tom playing outdoors with a group 
Summer Plans 

By Miri 
 
I’m going away to Israel this summer. I’m going with Yachad. We are going to have fun and do some hiking. I am going 
for five weeks. I’m going with my friends and staff from Yachad. I’ve been to Israel before. My brother and my sister 
live in Israel in two different places. When I’m on my trip, I can see them for one day but I have to stay with my group. 
I’m going to have fun with lots of amazing friends and we can talk about everything. Sometimes, me and my friends 
get to be the staff for the younger kids. I like it. It is really hard work. We play water balloons and we have contests, 
and we also get to play. 
 

They have amazing food. They have big burgers, pizza, and Kosher McDonalds. We also go swimming a lot at the beach 
and the lake. The girls swim on one side, and the boys swim on the other side. It is really fun. We tie-dye our clothes 
all different colours. We also have barbecues. 
 

At first, we go to New York to meet the new people who are coming on the trip. We all go in a group and introduce 
ourselves, and we fly to Israel all together. The plane ride is really long. I don’t like it so much. Sometimes people get 
sick. When we get to Israel, it is more fun! The best part is being with my group and having fun with everyone. Some 
of the people are funny and we have good conversations. It is very hot in Israel. We need lots of sunscreen and water. 

Kamazu 
By Terri 

 

I go to Kamazu on Thursdays after literacy. I go with Jesse, 
Alex, Carolyn and Dori. I fold socks, and we also fold lots 
of different kinds of socks. We put them in the bin. Then, 
we have lunch. We have whatever Orly makes us. She 
normally makes sandwiches or wraps, and we get cookies 
or chips or bananas sometimes. Sometimes, I bring 
myself extra snacks from home. After lunch, we fold 
more socks and then we go back to DANI around 1:30 or 
2:00. I like working at Kamazu. I like this job because I like 
that the socks are very colourful. I like going to Kamazu. 
This is my second or third year working there. 

The colourful socks at Kamazu, Terri's favourite part of the job 
Our Trip to the Bowling Alley 

By Raphael and Danny 
 

On Friday, we went to a bowling alley. We hit the pins with the ball and got a strike! There was also a toy machine. 
A nice man gave us some money so everyone could play the game. Danny moved the stick and dropped the claw 
to pick up toys. We won a cat, a pickle, and lots of animals. Raphael liked winning the prize, and Danny liked 
playing the game. When Danny played, instead of one toy, he won two! At the bowling alley, Danny likes to roll 
the ball. Raphael also likes to play ball. He picks up the ball and rolls it to hit the pins. Then, we get on the bus and 
go back to DANI. 
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Montreal 
By Laurence 

 

I went to Montreal by Via Rail train. I went with my friend Lucas and two helpers, Marjorie and Sally-Anne. My 
hotel was downtown. We went for drinks and we went for dinner downtown somewhere. We went to a casino. I 
didn’t play any games, but I had dinner there. I had a steak. On the way back to the hotel, we left from the wrong 
exit so we got lost. We tried to get a taxi. We called them, but they weren’t open because they close at 1:00 in the 
morning. We ended up staying the night in another hotel. The next morning, we were able to get a ride. We went 
out for breakfast.  We went to the Biodome. I walked around downtown with Lucas, and we got lost again on the 
way back to the hotel! We managed to find our way. I liked going to Montreal. The best part was getting to sleep 
in! 

What We’re Working On: Lag B’Omer 

Over the past few weeks, we have been learning about the 
Jewish holiday Lag B’Omer. Our Parsha lessons have been 
devoted to learning about the reasons we celebrate this 
holiday, as well as the meaning of the name.  

The group learned how Lag B’Omer marked the end of the 
deaths of Rabbi Akiva’s students, who had died because 
they had not been respectful to each other. Our group 
discussed examples of how we can show respect and the 
importance of showing respect to others. 

Lag B’Omer is traditionally celebrated by lighting bonfires, 
to represent the light brought into the world by Rabbi 
Shimon bar Yochai’s teachings. Even if they cannot attend 
a bonfire, people celebrate by eating foods that may be 
served at a picnic or bonfire.  

Our Cooking class prepared delicious baked potatoes to 
enjoy in honour of Lag B’omer. Everyone learned how to 
prepare baked potatoes by jabbing them with a fork to let 
the steam in, washing and wrapping them, and then letting 
them bake in the oven. We enjoyed our delicious treat 
with a choice of cheese, butter, or salt. 

Preparing baked potatoes for Lag B'Omer 

Work Placement Updates: Holiday 
Pet Care 

Each week, our group has a great time visiting 
Holiday Pet Care where we spend time and play with 
the dogs. Our group really enjoys getting to see the 
different dogs each time and learning about each of 
them.  

This week, we had the chance to meet a new, 2-
month-old puppy named Poe who was spending the 
day at Holiday Pet Care. We had a great time playing 
with him and all of the other dogs.  

Our group has really mastered the rules, such as 
remembering to make sure all doors are closed and 
giving the dogs commands such as “back” or “off.” 
We all really enjoy visiting the dogs and look forward 
to seeing them each week.    

Poe, our new friend at Holiday Pet Care 
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Being Cinderella 

By Deborah 

 

On June 1st, I was at DANI's 10th Anniversary Gala, and I had the pleasure of 
attending.  It was my first time ever attending a Gala.  This was a dream come true, and here 
I thought, nothing could beat the Ripley's Aquarium trip.  Boy, was I wrong!  This evening 
could not have happened if it wasn't for Kathy and Rudy, because they both gave me 
permission to speak at the Gala.  I also want to thank Josh for making this dream a reality, 
because he sponsored me and invited me to sit at his table.  Last, but not least, I want to 
thank the entire DANI staff for their continuous support.  

 
The Gala felt like a Wonderland.  The room was so beautifully set up.  The food was 

like being at a wedding.  I bought a new purple dress, earrings and shoes.  Playing at the 
Casino was so much fun.  I won a raffle prize at the end of the evening, and I've never won 
anything in my life!  The most memorable part of the Gala, was after I said my speech, I 
received a standing ovation.  I never expected that to happen.  I will always remember during 
the ovation, I looked at Kathy and I saw such pride in her eyes; I knew at that moment she 
was really proud of me. 

 
  After the Gala, and reflecting back on my speech, and the response of the guests, I 

said to myself, “I want to do more. I want to help people and be the voice of those individuals 
whom like me, have a serious mental health illness.  I want to advocate for these individuals 
who are unable to advocate for themselves.”  I've already spoken at DANI's Business 
Luncheon, and now at DANI's Gala, and now my dream, with the help of Kathy, Rudy and the 
entire DANI staff, is to speak at local Thornhill/York Region Government meetings.  I want to 
give back to DANI, what DANI has given me.  I want government officials to support DANI in 
its entirety.  I want to educate our Government that more support is needed for those 
individuals living with Borderline Personality Disorder, like myself.  The Government offering 
more programmes will benefit everyone, those living with the illness, family members and 
the community in its whole.  

 

 


